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EDITORIAL 

Last year's issue of SOUTH MIDLANDS ARCHAEOLOGY with its "new look" seems to have 
been well received. Inevitably there were one or two teething problems and we hope that we have 
eliminated most of them this time. 

Once again grateful thanks to Barry Home for his hard work with the computer and also to Tim 
Allen for his advice and suggestions. 

The Committee is hoping to relaunch a Group 9 Newsheet, to appear twice a year or so. The 
Newsheet would seek to keep members informed of events of local societies, so if you have any 
items of news, short articles, or the programme of your society's talks and meetings, please send 
them to Mrs Joan Taylor, Myrtle Cottage, Missenden Road, Great Kingshill, High Wycombe, Bucks, 
as soon as possible. 

I should be grateful to receive contributions for the twenty-first issue of SOUTH MIDLANDS 
ARCHAEOLOGY by 1 February 1991 (preferably. on 3 1/2" or 5 1/4" disk; IBM ascii). As always , 

articles from our smaller societies would be particularly welcome. 

Andrew Pike 
August 1990 



CBA IX CHAIRMAN'S REPORT 

This year has been a stirring one for CBA both nationally and regionally, as the British Academy's 
review of its grant to CBA national has resulted in proposals for a new integrated structure for CBA 
as a whole. If it is approved, ail CBA members will belong to national CBA, and then be assigned to 
a relevant regional group, rather than belonging solely to the region as at present. The regional group 
will then be responsible to national CBA for their members. CBA IX has been active in helping to 
shape the new structure, both through its committee and at the regional groups liaison meeting held 
annually in the summer. All groups agreed that more communication and contact was needed 
between national CBA officers and regional groups and we hope to see CBA having a higher public 
profile in the future. 

This year CBA IX is for the first time to host the Beatrice de Cardi lecture, which Derek Riley will 
deliver on Aerial Archaeology at the Annual General Meeting on November 17th 1990. His lecture 
will be at 3.30 pm in the newly-opened John Dony Field Centre at Luton. Member societies have 
been asked to put on displays of recent work, and the response has been excellent. After the lecture 
there will be an informal reception. The day promises to be very exciting, and ail members are 
encouraged to attend. 

Improvements continue to be made to South Midlands Archaeology. Last year saw the introduction 
of double-column typesetting from computer, this year the series has obtained an ISSN number, and 
the Committee has decided to produce a cumulative Index to mark the appearance of Volume No 20. 
This should be comPleted by the New Year; and will greatly enhance the usefulness of SMA to local 
researchers. The Committee intends to index each future volume as it appears, with another 
cumulative index in 10 or 20 years. We are very grateful both to our Editor, Andrew Pike, and to 
Barry Horne, who prepares the journal on disc, for the time and effort they devote towards its 
publication. 

This is my final year as Chairman of CBA IX and I would like to take the opportunity of thanking all 
those, particularly the members of the Committee, whose help and advice has made my time as 
Chainnan both rewarding and enjoyable. 

Tim Allen 
Chainnan. 



MAKING AND MOVING: THE REGION'S 
INDUSTRIAL PAST 
CBA 9 Spring Conference, 5th May 1990. 
J P Schneider 

Rectory Cottages, Bletchley, made a pleasant setting for 
this year's conference. The interestingly varied talks 
covered aspects of industry and transport from the Neolithic 
to the present day. 

Robin Holgate outlined current knowledge on the origin 
and distribution of Neolithic tools. Recent study of trace 
elements in the stone makes it possible to identify the place 
of origin of some flint tools. The early Sussex sites produced 
axes with a wide distribution. Late sites, such as Grimes 
Graves, were making not axes but discoidal knives. The 
flint mines at Peppard (Oxon.) belong to this late group. 

Bedfordshire Archaeological Unit have been excavating in 
what Mike Dawson described as the "large village" of 
Roman Sandy. There was a good deal of evidence for 
iron-working in smithing hearths and also for flax retting. A 
very interesting fmd was a bronze nail-cleaner bearing the 
Christian chi-rho symbol, one of its earliest occurrences in 
Britain. 

Our recorded history begins with the Romans, and Orner 
Roucoux outlined the documentary aackground to our 
knowledge of Watling Street and other Roman roads, 
beginning with the Antonine Itinerary, the Ravenna 
Cosmography and the Peutinger Table. 

At West Cotton in Northants a sequence of Saxon and 
Medieval waternrills has been meticulously excavated and 
recorded, and Andy Chapman explained their development. 
It was surprising to learn that a horizontally rotating wheel 
was installed at a later date than vertical ones, which are 
usually considered more efficient. 
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Two of the speakers dealt with activities which continued 
vigorously into the 20th century, and for which the evidence 
is both historical and archaeological: hat making and canal 
transport. Marian Nichols explained how the area north of 
the Chilterns concerned in straw plaiting and hat making in 
the 17th and 18th centuries can be defined by the places 
petitioning Parliament for aid against foreign competition. 
Despite the death of local straw-plaiting in the late 19th 
century, hat manufacture in Luton today is worth £80 -£100 
million a year. 

The canal network, described by Bruce Harding, no longer 
carries commercial cargo traffic, though into the 1930s it 
was stW extremely busy. Imports were transported by fleets 
of boats along the Grand Union canal from London to 
Birmingham, and the record lime, through 152 locks, was 
40 hours. Today it is leisure craft which make the 
maintenance of the network worthwhile. 

In the mid 19th century a bed of phosphatic nodules was 
located running parallel to the Chilterns through 
Cambridgeshire, Beds. and Bucks., and their value as 
manure led to their excavation on a large scale. Bernard 
O'Connor told how the fertiliser was exported as far as 
Australia_ Again, most of the evidence is documentary, in 
the contracts made with landowners prior to extraction. 
Surprisingly little remains to be seen on the sites of the 
excavations, and archaeologists in the coprolite areas should 
not overlook the possibility that the fields may have been 
thoroughly dug over in the 19th century. 

A day of interesting talks was rounded off with a tour of 
Rectory Cottages led by Ted Legge. Some of the timbers 
have been dated to the late 15th century and the 
crudely-carved heads on the hammer beams are very 
unusual. The buildings were saved from threatened 
destruction in the 1960s and now, set in an attractive green, 
eam their keep through the hiring out of rooms. They are 
looked after by the dedicated members of the Rectory 
Cottages Trust. 



BEDFORDSHIRE MOATS AND MPP 

Fig. 1. Moats and MPP. 
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BEDFORDSHIRE 

The Work of the Bedfordshire County Council 
Planning Department's Archaeology Service in 
1989 

GENERAL David Baker 

The pressures of work and growing interest in the historic 
environment reported in 1988 have continued unabated into 
1989, which has been the most active year for fieldwork 
since the service was created in 1972. A basic reason is 
particular development pressures applying to Bedfordshire, 
and especially to the Bedford area and for mineral 
extraction; other significant elements include the largely 
successful integration of the archaeological factor within the 
planning process and the development of a core staff, albeit 
largely project-funded, for excavation and post-excavation 
work. Due to pressures of work a report on work covering 
historic buildings and Conservation Areas is postponed to 
next year. 

There have been several staff changes. Peter McKeague, the 
Historic Bridge Recorder, left in June to join the field unit 
at Edinburgh University. He has been replaced by Martin 
Cook who was formerly at Letchworth Museum. Nicholas 
Doggett, Assistant Conservation Officer (Historic 
Buildings), has gone to South Oxfordshire District Council, 
and has been succeeded by Jonathan Edis, formerly of the 
Aerial Photographic Section of the National Monuments 
Record in the Royal Commission on the Historic 
Monuments of England. Cecily Marshall has taken up the 
post of Arthaeological Mustrator, a reorganisation of the 
Grove Priory post-excavation project has brought in 
Andrew Harris and Karen White as respectively Structural 
Analyst and Assistant Structural Analyst. 

PRESERVATION, FIELD SURVEY AND PLANNING 
INPUT 

Angela Simco and Stephen Coleman 

Bridge Recording (AHS) 

The County Surveyor's programme of repairs to 
Bedfordshire's historic bridges continued throughout the 
year, though at a reduced level. 

At Harrold a further phase of stonework repair completed 
most of the structural work on the medieval bridge, which 
is the county's most complex and well-preserved. At Great 
Barford trial trenches on the deck exposed an almost 
complete 18th century cobbled road surface. The proposed 
carriageway reconstruction has now been redesigned to 
enable this to be left intact below the modern deck. 
Photogranunetric stone-for-stone drawings have just been 
received for Turvey bridge, and an archaeological analysis 
of the structure is now in progress. At Bromham repair work 
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has been resumed and nearly completed, following the break 
in activity caused by the bankruptcy of a previous 
contractor. 

An exhibition on the work at the Sutton packhorse bridge 
was prepared, following the project's commendation by the 
Civic Trust in their 1988 Awards Scheme. 

Monuments Protection Programme (SRC) 

Work continues as part of the national programme by 
English Heritage to enhance the schedule of ancient 
monuments. Evaluation work based on a scoring system and 
financed by English Heritage has been completed for the 
majority of a wide range of prehistoric and medieval 
monuments in Bedfordshire. After evaluation a list is 
produced for each monument type ranking the monuments 
in order of importance within the county; examples have 
then been selected from each list for consideration by 
English Heritage for scheduling. These are now being 
visited and assessed by English Heritage field-workers who 
will draw up the necessary documentation for those finally 
deemed of national importance and therefore worthy of 
scheduling; this, however, is proving to be a slow process. 

Apart from the scheduling question, the evaluation 
procedure is providing a good indication of the extent of loss 
or survival for the various types of monuments. It is also a 
useful aid in assessing priorities for preservation and 
monument management within the county; in particular it 
has identified monuments not likely to be scheduled but 
nevertheless sufficiently undamaged to be of local 
importance and requiring management. 

One of the most numerous of medieval monuments in 
Bedfordshire was moats. The broad overview provided by 
the MPP evaluation together with some statistical analysis 
has enabled the following summary of moats in 
Bedfordshire to be prepared. 

Moats were present across most of the county with all but 
about 20 parishes having at least one moat, many possessing 
at least two or three and some ten parishes having at least 
between 8 and 12 each (Fig. 1). The main concentrations 
seem to have been broadly associated with the distribution 
of clay soils in the county (boulder, gault and Oxford) 
though within this framework particular concentrations with 
large numbers of moats can be noted in the north east of the 
county (Bolnhurst and Keysoe, Thurleigh, Colmworth, 
Staploe, Roxton and area) and in the mid west (Cranfield, 
Marston Moretaine, Houghton Conquest, Lidlington, 
Stagsden and Wootton). In contrast few moats were dug in 
the far south of the county where chalic predominates, in the 
east on the sandy soils and along the Ivel valley, and in parts 
of the north west. There would also seem to be a correlation 
between areas of predominantly dispersed settlement and 
large numbers of moats and also between areas of fewer, 
nucleated settlements and limited numbers of moats. 
Several of the moats had manorial connections but many 
more were not associated with manors. Moats seem to have 
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been a status symbol or merely fashionable amongst 
well-to-do medieval fanners. Moat origins were very varied, 
but in some parishes, e.g. Cranfield, their creation can be 
shown to have been directly associated with assarting 
around the parish perimeter during the 12th and 13th 
centuries: new enclosed agricultural land was created from 
woodland and often accompanied by new moated 
farmsteads. 

Moats occur in a wide range of topographical locations in 
Bedfordshire. Most are in low lying or level situations but 
they also occur on hilltops (e.g. Mowsbury Hill, Ravensden; 
Astwood Road, Boume End, Cranfield) and cut into hill 
slopes (e.g. Ivy Hall, Boume End, Cranfield; Bolebec Farm, 
Maulden). 

Of the 297 moats evaluated in Bedfordshire 174 have been 
largely destroyed, 65 have been selected for inspection as 
possible candidates for scheduling (including the 19 already 
scheduled) and 58 are in various states of preservation in 
between. The 123 surviving examples can be divided into 6 
types: 76 have a rectangular single island (A), 4 a circular 
single island (B), 5 a double island (C), 10 a single island 
together with extra ponds and ditches (D) and 24 consist of 
two or three arrns only (E). The remaining 4 are too damaged 
to assign to a particular type. 

Of these, virtually all the more unusual and larger forms (B, 
C and D) have been put forward for scheduling. These in 
fact probably represent a very high percentage of these types 
that existed originally. Because they tend to be larger and 
more complex sites they are more difficult to destroy and 
have survived rather better than the smaller, simpler and 
more easily destroyed forms A and E. The latter pair make 
up the majority of the 174 already destroyed. 45 of type A 
(59% of the total surviving) have been put forward for 
scheduling but only 2 of type E (8% of the total surviving). 
Type E are not easy to identify with certainty in the first 
place and are the most susceptible to destruction or infilling. 
Although they are clearly the less common and less typical 
forms of moats in Bedfordshire some 17 examples of types 
B, C, and D make up just over a quarter of the 65 moats put 
forward as candidates for scheduling. It is important, 
therefore, that a reasonable number of the originally more 
typical but also more vulnerable form of Bedfordshire moat, 
the small, simple rectangular form, are scheduled to provide 
a better balance. 

Countryside Strategy (AHS) 

The County Planning Department, in conjunction with the 
Leisure Services Department, has produced a draft 
Countryside Strategy, which is now going through a period 
of public consultation. The Strategy includes policies for the 
management of features of value, for the enhancement of the 
environment, for the improvement of access and leisure 
facilities, and for the dissemination of information on 
countryside issues. Archaeology and the historic landscape 
are fully integrated into the Strategy and many of the policies 
have a joint application to sites and areas of both historic 
and wildlife value. It should provide a mechanism for 
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management agreements and area plans, and woric is in hand 
to develop a programme of implementation. 

Preservation (AHS) 

In advance of the MPP field assessment of deserted 
medieval villages, the extensive earthworks of the polyfocal 
settlement at Chellington have been scheduled. There is an 
outline planning permission for the conversion of disused 
barns in the centre of the complex, and the scheduled status 
should now enable the implementation of this permission to 
be closely controlled. 

The erosion of Bedfordshire's large earthwork monuments 
continues to be a problem. It is hoped that the Countryside 
Strategy will provide a framework and resources to tackle 
some of the worst cases. 

Planning (AHS) 

Some progress has been made in developing and expanding 
the archaeological policies in the County Structure Plan and 
District-wide Local Plans. It remains to be seen how 
extensively they will be applied in practice. 

An expanded draft policy for archaeology in the County 
Structure Plan reads: "When considering proposals for 
development, the local planning authorities will seek the 
preservation of Scheduled Ancient Monuments and other 
sites of major archaeological significance and their settings 
through: (a) ensuring the availability of sufficient 
information to evaluate the importance of the site and assess 
the impact of development proposals (b) seeking to resist or 
modify development proposals likely to have an 
unacceptably adverse effect upon sites and their settings (c) 
the use of management agreements to mitigate the effects of 
potentially confficting land-uses upon standing structures, 
including earthworics, and on buried deposits (d) seeldng to 
ensure that provision is made for an appropriate level of 
investigation and recording in advance of the destruction of 
those sites which do not merit permanent preservation." 

Bedford Southern Bypass (AHS) 

The cropmark complexes affected by the line of the 
proposed southern bypass have been plotted at 1:2500 as the 
first stage of the evaluation programme. This has confirmed 
the outstanding importance of a group of early prehistoric 
features at the east end of the line, which are very seriously 
affected (Fig. 2). 

Field Survey (SRC) 

Zouches Farm, Caddington (TL 039214 - SMBR 2882) 

Earthworks in Grove Close were surveyed in February (Fig. 
3). Immediately to the north is a north facing chalk scarp but 
the earthworks lie on the south facing dip slope just north 
west of the present faim buildings at Zouches Farm. 
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A major hollow way nuis east-west towards Dunstable with 
associated north-south hollow ways at the eastern end of the 
complex and from the centre southwards. North of the main 
hollow way is a group of slightly inegular but essentially 
rectilinear enclosures defmed by ditches but sometimes also 
by banks Cut through the enclosures in the north eastern 
corner are the prominent remains of post-medieval quarry 
pits, possibly 19th century brickearth pits, and tree holes. 
Some of the features in the large westernmost enclosure are 
also intrusive. South of the main hollow way to the west, 
faint surface traces suggest that some linear north-south 
features once existed here but have been levelled. The south 
eastern corner is less well drained than the rest of the 
complex and seems to have been truly devoid of earthworks 
apart from the fann access hollow way; the adjacent features 
along the southern boundary are chiefly spoil tips and 
infilling of relatively recent date. 

Zouches Farm was the manor house for the Manor of 
Zouches, a sub-manor held of the main Manor of 
Cackiington. This sub-manor was created at the beginning 
of the 14th century and soon passed through marnage in 
1322 to the la Zouche family. They retained the property 
until the 1540s, which long association provided the 
sub-manor's name used into the present century. It is not 
known when the Zouches Farm site was first occupied but 
a farm house was there by 1420. The earliest part of the 
present buildings dates from the 17th century. 

The earthworks in Grove Close do not include any obvious 
building platforms, although finds of building stone and 
roofuag tiles have been reported from the large western 
enclosure. The site is not the remains of a DMV for which 
there is also no documentary evidence. The predominant 
features of medieval date are the hollow ways and 
enclosures; the latter are probably of manorial origin but of 
unknown purpose. The site is a Scheduled Ancient 
Monument. 

Mount Hill, Flitwick (TL 027343 - SMBR 228) 

Documentary research for the Planning Department's 
Forestry Section concerning Flitwic,k Wood also threw 
some interesting light on the recent history of one of 
Bedfordshire's scheduled ancient monuments. Mount Hill 
or The Mount is the much mutilated earthwork remains of a 

medieval motte and bailey castle now preserved in a grassed 
area amidst modern housing. Constructed in the late Ilth or 
early 12th century it was probably only occupied for a 

relatively short period; after its abandonment it was largely 
ignored for several hundred years, surviving only as 
earthworks in a pasture field. 

Interest in Mount Hill was only renewed after it passed into 
the hands of the Brooks family in 1789 as part of the Flitwick 
Manor estate. The Brooks family were very interested in 
horticulture: it was they who were largely responsible for 
laying out and planting up the grounds of Flitwick Manor to 
the south east of Mount Hill. Most prominent in this was 
John Thomas Brooks who owned the estate from 1817 to 
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1858. His landscaping plans soon went beyond the confines 
of the Manor grounds: during the 1820s and 1830s he 
created garden features and made several plantings on the 
land lying between the Manor grounds and Flitwick Wood. 
Mount Hill was incorporated into this as a major focal point: 
it was already planted with trees but J.T. Brooks created an 
entire garden upon it, including several structures. 
Fortunately this is all recorded in a handwritten "guide 
book" prepared in 1838 by Brooks and including his own 
sketches. It also provides detailed descriptions of the 
Flitwick Manor pleasure grounds, Flitwick Wood and the 
various walks laid out around these and Mount Hill. 

The most prominent feature of the Mount Hill Garden was 
a tall prospect or viewing tower placed on the motte to 
provide extensive views of the surrounding countryside. 
Adjacent to or cut into the motte was an ice house and just 
beyond this , to the north west, a ffight of rustic steps led up 
to a wooden entrance door through a hedge into the garden 
proper. The garden itself was largely devoted to flower beds: 
a broad outer border planted with the many varieties and 
colours of dahlias surrounded a complex arrangement in the 
lawn planted with annuals. Seating was provided in the guise 
of a temple building modelled on ancient Greek examples 
but built in timber and using silver birch with the bark 
retained for the interior. 

In 1843 J.T. Brooks instructed the clearance of part of the 
Mount Hill Garden, the grubbing up of two small plantations 
to its west and east and the removal of several hedgerow 
boundaries nearby. However, the former hedgerow trees 
were retained and new perimeter plantings made in this open 
pasture to create a small landscape park. This occupied an 
even larger area between Flitwick Wood and the Manor 
pleasure grounds and incorporated Mount Hill. Today this 
park has been lost to housing and Mount Hill is a rather 
battered example of a motte and bailey castle; clearly, 
however, the latter's condition is mainly due to its utilisation 
as an important landscape garden feature during the 19th 
century. 

EXCAVATION AND POST-EXCAVATION 
Evelyn Baker, Michael Dawson, Royston Clark 

General (EB) 

1989 has been something of a watershed for this part of the 
Archaeological Service, with the increased pace of work 
reported for 1988 accelerating and a new level of operations 
established. The annual budget for staff and works was 
about £176,000 in 1987-88, and is heading for £450,000 in 
1989-90. For most of the year the core staff have been 
augmented by short-term contract professional 
archaeologists, totalling about 30 in December. This reflects 
unabated development pressure, and the opportunities 
provided by the planning system to detect threats to sites and 
make appropriate arrangements for their rescue recording 
when preservation cannot be achieved. Several of the 
projects represent an example set by North Bedfordshire 
Borough Council and the County Council over the 



archaeological implications of their own schemes. 
Awkwardly timed but acute pressures associated with 
evaluation fieldwork on the Bedford Bypass route and 
Warren Villas have prevented the preparation of 
illustrations for this section: it is hoped to supply them in the 
next report. 

Barton Ring Ditches, Barton le Clay. (RC) 
(TL 076291 - SMBR 10204) 

During May and June 1989 excavations were carried out on 
the chalk downs south of the village of Barton le Clay. The 
construction of the village bypass required chalk material 
for road foundations and as a result, two ring ditches 
revealed by aerial reconnaissance were under threat from 
quanying activities. Both rings were "false crested" in that 
they were lying part way down the valley slope, as opposed 
to on the crest of the bill. 

Ring Ditch I was located on the lower part of a south west 
facing slope and in many ways was the best preserved. This 
was due in part to btuial by colluvial deposition caused 
mainly by agricultural processes. As the ring was located off 
the crest of the hill, it appears that the down slope area of 
the mound was enhanced by scarping away part of the 
surrounding hill immediately outside the ditch cut. This 
material would then have been deposited in the mound core, 
(or alternatively, as an extemal bank). The dimensions of 
the ring were about 12m in diameter and the ditch varied in 
depth between 60 and 25 cm. There was no evidence for 
intemal features other than tree root disturbances. A higher 
density of chalk in the plough soil noted during preliminary 
surface work did suggest the possibility of a chalk mound, 
but ploughing would have destroyed it and any burial 
material. 

Ring Ditches 2 and 3 were located up-slope from ring 1. 
They were more difficult to interpret due to more extensive 
plough damage and ditches that were shallower and less well 
defined. Further complications were the result of successive 
recuts of the ditch in what appeared as concentric cuts. The 
smaller ring was cut by at least one phase of use of the main 
ring ditch. 

Preliminary interpretation suggests the following sequence 
of activity: 

Phase A: a roughly circular ditch, heavily eroded by 
ploughing activity. It is unclear whether this constituted a 
continuous ditch, or an interrupted ditch system of some 
lcind. Both end segments terminated in regular butt end 
shapes and could justifiably be interpreted as an opening or 
entrance of some kind. Between these, heavy plough erosion 
makes it difficult to identify any interrupted segments. 

Phase B: This phase represents the construction of the 
related small ring ditch 3. Later activity has completely 
destroyed the stratigraphical relationship between this ring 
and the ditches discussed above. It is therefore only 
tentatively regarded as later than 1. 
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Ring ditch 3 was much smaller in diameter and ditch width 
than the two other rings. It did, however, contain a damaged 
cremation in a plain um that either had a very light collar or 
was biconical. Ploughing had destroyed the side of the urn 
facing the ground surface: the cremation appears to have 
been deposited on its side, as suggested by the shape of the 
pit cut. A good sample of cremated bone was recovered and 
a well preserved tooth should help provide aging 
information. 

Phase C: This consisted of a major recut, numing rouglnly 
along half the earlier cuts tentatively ascribed to phase 1. 
This recut had a well defined butt end, cutting and 
effectively destroying any relationship between the earlier 
cuts of phase 1 and the smaller ring ditch of 2. The recut 
continued, following the earlier cut of the ditch, but then 
veered off outside the original course of the ditch. This 
terminus was also well defined as a clear butt end; this phase 
therefore formed a roughly half circular ditch. 

A further feature recorded at Barton resembled a negative 
lynchet; these are normally caused by agricultural activity. 
The lynchet ran between the two main ring ditches and could 
be seen continuing through the field as an indistinct linear 
earthwork. Unusually it was at its widest between the two 
ring ditches, where one might expect it would have been 
preserved by the earthworks of the two ring ditches. It has 
already been noted that the first ring ditch was scarped on 
the lower side of the slope. The lyncher feature could 
represent a further process of enhancement for the two 
monuments. 

It is clear from this sequence that ring ditch 2/3 represents 
something significantly more complex than two normal ring 
ditches. It is difficult to detemiine the temporal relationships 
between the cuts and recuts, nor is radiocarbon dating likely 
to have a fine enough resolution to determine them. 
Micro-morphological analysis of soil and snail samples 
might help with this problem. It is felt, however, that the 
ceremonial activity was a fairly short terni, and dating to the 
Early Bronze Age. 

This complex enjoys a "false-crested" location, lying part 
way down the valley side. If the scarping of the slope is a 
significant element in the construction of the monuments, 
they must have been placed to be viewed from below, amidst 
the impressive setting of undulating chalk downs. This 
might be significant: current thinking would locate Bronze 
Age settlement in the valley bottom, effectively sealed by 
metres of colluvium; David Tomalin (pers comm) has 
argued for a causal relationship between barrow cemeteries 
and chalk combes, which combination exists at Barton. 

Excavation at Safford Quarry. (RC) 
(SP 927403 - SMBR 15146) 

Since September 1988, an excavation programme at Salford 
Quarry in the west of Bedfordshire has produced a wide 
range of prehistoric material. Aerial photographs had 
indicated two ring ditches and a linear ditch system, thought 



to be of Iron Age date, but excavation has uncovered an 
extensive Iron Age settlement as well as late Neolithic and 
Bronze Age material. For this brief report the quarry 
excavations can be divided into two areas. 

In Area I the late Neolithic was represented by a series of 
irregular shaped pits cut into a clayey deposit, largely free 
of gravels and containing evidence of burning with charcoal 
fragments. The pits contained a large number of sherds of 
Peterborough style wares, including rim fragments, body 
sherds and base pieces. Organic residue was recorded on the 
inside of some of the base sherds. Preliminary studies 
suggest four pots are represented. The assemblage was very 
consistent and made of hard fired clays; the fragments were 
exceptionally thick and contained large pieces of flint 
temper. The pottery sherds are of particular interest because 
on stylistic grounds they appear transitional between 
Fengate and Mortlake style bowls (ApSimon pers comm). 
The decoration consisted of typical Fengate "maggot" 
impressions on the body sherds. Additional finger print 
incisions were also common. The rim sherds displayed 
broad flat tops with cord impressions on both the external 
and internal surfaces. The base fragments were, however, 
MUCh broader and flatter in dimension than typical Fengate 
bowls. 

The deposits that produced the bullc of the Peterborough 
pottery also produced two interesting flakes. One was struck 
off the cutting edge of a polished stone axe and the bulb of 
percussion removed. The second was a distal end of a flake 
of blade-like proportions. This also showed longitudinal 
lines of polish suggesting that it had belonged to a polished 
stone axe. These flakes also showed some evidence for used 
edges (ApSirnon pers comm). 

Two further irregular shaped depressions produced early 
Bronze Age pottery. Two Beaker sherds with fmger motifs 
and comb impressions belonged to stage 5 or the A or C A 
of the Abercromby. (1912) stages (ApSimon pers comm). 
The sherds contained small flint tempering within a reduced 
core. A further context pmduced Groove Ware shenis with 
acalcerated flint and possible grog tempering. 

This material must be considered in relationship to the 
nearby ring-ditch. With respect to this, we also need to 
consider the chronological relationship between the early 
Bronze Age material and the Peterborough wares. 

Provisional results suggest a Bronze -Age date for the ring 
ditch. In the central pit, a ring of boulders survived and it is 
suggested that this represented the remains of a cairn, 
truncated by later ploughing and possibly by quarrying top 
soil removal. It is therefore' possible that an um was 
deposited within the central mound of the ring-ditch. Further 
features include (secondary?) pits within the ring-ditch, one 
with a large flint boulder in the bottom. 

Preservation of Iron Age features was extremely good 
because the site had never been deep-ploughed. Of 
particular importance were four hearths, in some cases 
representing central fireplaces within hut circles. These 
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hearths were lined with cobble stones showing considerable 
burning, together with charcoal fragments, and were cut into 
the subsoils to a considerable depth (c. 25 cm). Post holes 
were evident and at least two hut circles with central hearths 
were located. Provisional dating of pottery suggests a 
Middle Iron Age , date. Further features such as four-post 
structures were also recorded. 

In September 1989, Area 2, of roughly 2 hectares, was 
stripped of top soil. The initial aim of the excavation was to 
confirm the presence of a second Bronze Age ring ditch, but 
it unexpectedly exposed an extensive series of Iron Age 
round houses, animal enclosures and pits, none of which had 
been evident from aerial photography. It transpired that the 
medieval headland which had sealed a large area of the site 
had also protected the archaeological deposits from more 
recent ploughing. 

To the north of the main concentration of settlement material 
five cremation pots were located in what appears as a 
satellite cemetery. Two pits each held two pots, one 
containing cremation material and the other grave goods, 
including the remains of a fibula. The pottery is dated to the 
so-called grog tempered "Gallo-Belgic" tradition of the late 
Iron Age to early Roman transition. In addition, a quantity 
of domestic pottery has been recorded from the other 
contexts. 

Current work is concentrating on the area sealed by a 
probably medieval headland which protected an area of the 
Iron Age settlement from later plough damage. A black 
occupational layer containing scatters of animal bone, small 
fragments of pottery and daub has appeared: into it were cut 
hut circles with drip gullies, post holes and pits. This has 
produced excellent preservation of details like entrance-way 
slots, rarely found on Iron Age sites. 

Mill Farm Cardington, 1989. (RC) 
(TL 081489 - SMBR 302) 

In advance of the development of agricultural land for a 
Business Park, open area excavation sampled a complex of 
prehistoric and Roman features. Aerial photographs had 
revealed a series of possible ring ditches and a network of 
linear ditches. The aim of the excavations were to ascribe a 
date and function to these features. Preliminary evaluation 
work had confinned that the archaeological deposits were 
sufficiently preserved to warrant full excavation. 

In July 1989, a seven week excavation programme opened 
up three areas identified from previous evaluation Work. The 
fust area aimed to uncover the largest ring ditch visible from 
aerial photographs, and record more completely of the 
Roman material found during the evaluation programme. It 
was hoped that the presence of the Roman material within 
the area of the ring ditch would provide information on how 
the rural population during the Roman period respected the 
earlier ring ditch monument. 



The second area was chosen for two reason.s. A Magnetic 
Susceptibility survey had produced high readings of 
enhanced magnetism in the plough soil, indicating human 
activity. Secondly, the evaluation transects had confumed 
the presence of further ditches including possibly a further 
ring ditch. 

A third and small area was opened very close to the river 
Ouse. In the initial transect, a black feature was revealed and 
by opening up a larger surrounding area, it was hoped to 
ascertain the nature of this feature. 

In Area 1 a full plan of the main ring ditch was exposed. The 
diameter of the ring was approximately 30 m and the ditch 
varied in width between 3m and 4 m. The depth of the ditch 
(below the gravel sub soils) was approximately 130 m. All 
the internal features were excavated, some proved to be 
archaeological, but with no cultural or datable material. 
Others proved to be periglacial or tree hollows cut into the 
gravels. 

An inhumation was located within the ring ditch; this was 
off-centre to the ring and consisted of a crouched burial 
partially destroyed by agricultural activity. In addition, 
evidence that this represented a double burial was provided 
by a further fragment of a mandible. The possibility exists, 
therefore, of a burial rite similar to that excavated at 
Goldington in 1987. It is very probable that the bulk of the 
second burial was lost through plough erosion. No grave 
goods were found in association with the burial(s), but a 
significant number of bird bones were found in the larynx 
area of the main burial: alternative explanations are that the 
individual had eaten the bird (bones and all), maybe dying 
as a result, or that the bird was deposited as part of the fimeral 
rite. The crouched nature of the inhumation, would tend to 
suggest a Late Neolithic (possibly Early Bronze Age) date 
of c.2000 BC for the burial. 

One further pit produced slight evidence of a calcium 
deposit within a small pit, but it was in too poor condition 
for lifting and analysis. It might have represented the 
decalcified fill from a cremation pit. 

No prehistoric ceramics were found within these features 
and the ring ditch itself failed to produce pottery. Lithic 
material was also very scarce, as also at the nearby burial 
enclosure (neolithic ?) at Willington. This contrasts quite 
maikedly With the Goldington site where material culture 
was very rich. A possible reason for.this pattern is that sites 
like Mill Farm and Willington had a single function, as 
burial areas with activity perhaps limited to a few days or 
weeks. Certainly there was no evidence of ditch recuts 
suggesting extended use. On the other hand, Goldington was 
the focus of fairly long term activity that probably went 

- beyond simple burial ritual and included the deposition 
material like quern stones, animal bones and hazel nuts. 
Sites like Mill Faim, of short tenn ritual function, rarely 
produce domestic debris or such a wide range of cultural 
material. 
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Area 2 produced_the full ground plan of a second ring-ditch, 
although of much smaller diameter (c 12m). The ditch itself, 
however, was proportionately much deeper (1 m). No 
datable ceramic material was found, but a series of flint 
flakes indicate a Late Neolithic or Bronze Age date. There 
was no evidence for a burial or for the presence of a mound. 
Although later ditches cut through the middle of the ring, 
their width and depth were consistent along the length of the 
ditch and therefore show no evidence of being cut through 
mound material. The ditches were fairly narrow and it seems 
unlikely that they would have totally destroyed any evidence 
of burial activity, such as a cremation. As a result, it is 
suggested that this small ring had no appreciable mound, 
unless it was purposely destroyed prior to the Roman use of 
the area 

Area 3 consisted of a small cutting approximately 6 x 6 m. 
It was opened up to gain a full plan of a feature noted dining 
evaluation work. Originally it was thought to be a pit and as 
it was so close to the river, prospects of waterlogged 
survivaLs were the reason for investigating it further. Upon 
examination, this feature turned into a series of ditches, often 
elaborately cut, with iloping channels suggesting kune kind 
of organised water management. Their form (sloping ducts 
getting progressively narrower) suggests sluices of some 
kind. Pottery from these cuts was of late Iron Age date (2nd 
BC - 1st AD. 

Area 1 produced good evidence of Roman activity, although 
no clear structural remains were found. The most dominant 
features consisted of a series of ditches which are interpreted 
as field drains. The water table must have been very high, 
particularly in the winter, and field drains would have been 
essential if the area was used for agricultural purposes: 

An interesting aspect of these ditches throws additional light 
on the- prehistoric ring ditch. One of the main east/west 
ditches, the only one cutting through the ring ditch, 
tenninated just beyond the inner ditch or berm area This has 
been interpreted as the best evidence that the monument 
originally had a mound probably still visible during the first 
centuries AD. It seems unli'kely that a drainage ditch would 
have been cut through a mound. 

The ditches provided a significant assemblage of domestic 
Roman pottery, dating from the 1st to the 4th centuries. It 
and the bone from the ditches provided an interesting spatial 
distribution across the site. Certain segments of the saine 
ditch produced large quantities of pottery, bone and other 
material, while other segments produced very little. This 
could be seen as a dumping pattern of some kind. At least 3 
soles of hob nail boots were also recorded in the ditches. 

There seemed little clear evidence for irecuts of the ditches, 
presumably because they were completely recut, leaving no 
residual material, or alternatively, because they were never 
recut. Relationships, wheie ditches terminated or butted 
with other ditches were, however, reconied. An initial 
assessment Tof the ditches would suggest two systems 
superimposed on each other on slightly different 



orientations. This suggests that the field systems were 
planned on at least two occasions. 

Two Roman burials were found within the ring ditch area 
and could have been cut into the mound material. This 
indicates the rural population dming the Roman period 
attached significance to the earlier monuments by burying 
their dead within them. One of the burials was deposited 
within the upper fill of the ring ditch in a coffin: a series of 
nails were found around the body. 

Finally, a large pit/gravel quarry hole or water hollow 
sitnilar to a dew pond, possibly for cattle, was also recorded 
close to the mound in the berm area. Material from this 
included one fragment of a shale bracelet and Samian 
pottery. 

Roman material in Area 2 consisted of further drainage 
ditches, again showing a distribution pattern for pottery and 
animal bone. A further large, though shallow, pit was aLso 
recorded.,This again could have been a quarry or water hole 
for livestock. A clear picture of the full ditch system will 
emerge when comparisons with the aerial photographs for 

. the whole area are made. 

In conclusion, these excavations at Mill Fann have provided 
further archaeological information for the area east of 
Bedford. Perhaps most important is the addition of evidence 
concerning prehistoric ritual and burial activity of late 
neolithic/ bronze age date. This information, although of no 
major significance on its own, when combined with sites in 
the general area such as Goldington, Willington (and further 
sites threatened by future development), constitutes an 
important component of a major Neolithic and Bronze Age 
landscape dominated by ritual and burial monument& Sites 
like Goldington and Willington must be considered broaclly 
to overlap in date of occupation with the ring ditches from 
Mill Faim. 

Sandy Municipal Cemetery (MD) 
(TL 179487 - SMBR 11313) 

Following on from assessment work in 1987-88, the first of 
three projected seasons of work ran from February to July 
1989. The excavations cleared an area 20 x 40m within the 
new municipal cemetery. Evidence of occupation ranging 
from the 1st to 4th centuries suggests intensive settlement 
in an area adjacent to the major Roman road between 
Baldock; Sandy and Godmanchester. 

The latest occupation of the site was represented by a series 
of ditch boundaries and insubstantial house foundations 
tentatively, dated to the 4th and early 5th centuries. Pottery 
spot-dated by C Going and the recovery of a buclde of 
Hawkes and Dunning Type 1B combined with a chi-rho 
inscribed cosmetic implement appear to confirm occupation 
from the 3rd century. 

In all, three near complete ground plans of buildings have 
been recovered. The absence of tile and stone associated 
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with the buildings suggests thatched (or shingled) half 
timbered structures. The buildings were ranged along a flint 
gravelled road, which, as it went out of use, was straddled 
by a wooden fence line. 

To the north of the structures a portion of a cemetery was 
discovered with six adult burials laid in graves orientated 
north-east/south-west The graves appeared to follow the 
same orientation as an earlier cinch boundary. This may once 
have defmed the limit between the cemetery and domestic 
plots to the south. It is probable that the cemetery remained 
an open area during the later Roman period. The date of the 
cemetery remains Conjectural, although pottery accessory 
vessels were wide-bodied and narrow-necked, characteristic 
of the 3rd and 4th centuries. 

Pits and ditches dug across the site, probably in the 2nd and 
3rd centuries and orientated east-west, suggest a gradually 
shifting and regularly renewed property or field botmdary. 
These have probably obscured the details of early structures 
although at least part of one early rectangular post-built 
structure survives. Neither the pottery nor the coins from the 
early phases have yet been analysed, so any dates advanced 
are tentative. 

Extensive, but as yet undated, evidence of craft practices 
survived including two smithing hearths. A large number of 
lead runs or splashes were recovered and could indicate the 
manufacture of lead objects. There are a number of copper 
alloy off-cuts which indicate non-ferrous working in the 
latest period. Four damaged and tangled silver finger-rings 
found in the western area of the site hint at silver-smithing. 

Agricultural practice is represented by querns of lava, 
sandstone and millstone grit as well as animal bone which 
shows evidence of butchery. Other evidence includes a 
weaving tablet, spindle whorls and loomweights. 

An extensive policy of environmental sampling was 
adopted, and analysis continues. 

During the period of excavation school groups visited the 
site and the project was used extensively for educational 
purposes. The work was adopted by the County Council as 
a Centenary Year project, and achieved the Ruiner-Up 
Award in the national competition for environmental 
schemes sponsored jointly by the Association of County 
Councils and the Municipal Journal 

Warren Villas (MD) 
(TL 180473 - SMBR 3527) 

A routine watching brief on topsoil stripping at Hall 
Aggregates' quarry near Warren Villas; Upper Caldecote in 
April 1989 located several wood-lined, silt-filled features. 
These, which also contained fish-traps, were later 
recognised as possible flax retting tanks, belonging to the 
late Iron Age/early Roman transitional period. 



Salvage excavation of the immediately affected area 
revealed well-preserved waterlogged material adjacent to a 
palaeo-channel of the river Ivel, in danger of dehydration 
due to the drop in the water table caused by quarrying. 
Remote sensing over the whole of the extraction site by 
Geospace Ltd identified fiuther areas of potential interest 
This work, and the excavations carried out in 1989, were 
generously financed by Hall Aggregates, a subsidiary of 
RMC, who have aLso agreed not to seek to extract the core 
of the site and to maintain the water table at an appropriately 
preservative level. 

By providing information from waterlogged material about 
rural industry in the late Iron Age to early Roman transition, 
this site has shown the potential for meeting major national 
research aims. Work is proceeding in 1990 with support 
from English Heritage and a fuller report will be provided 
for the next Newsletter. 

Wrest Park (MD) 
(TL 095365 - SMBR 8755) 

Work has continued on the archaeological aspects of the 
garden restoration being undertaken by English Heritage. 
County Council staff involved contributed to a seminar on 
garden restoration organised by English Heritage and 
Land-Use Consultants. Most of the fieldwork for 1989-90 
was undertaken in 1990 and will be reported in the next 
Newsletter. 

St Giles Church Totternhoe (EB) 
(SP 988209 - SMBR 1143) 

Repairs to the nave pews involved reflooring under their 
platforms, which itself necessitated archaeological 
excavation of the ground lowered to take the new slab. 
Foundations for the earlier nave and a section of medieval 
floor tile in situ were the main discoveries. 

St Leonard's Church Old Warden (EB) 
(TL 137443 - SMBR 1146) 

Reflooring of the north and central parts of the nave required 
excavation for the new floor slab. In the central pan a small 
pit was found with some evidence for lead melting, perhaps 
in association with making cames for window glass. This 
appeared to be cut into a larger, possibly bell, pit which was 
not excavated as being beyond the level of titieatened 
disturbance. 

All Saints Church Milton Ernest (DB) 
(TL 020561 - SMBR 858) 

A French drain around the entire outside of the church 
provided confirmatory evidence of above-ground 
indications of building periods on the south side of the 
chancel. 
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Sheffoird Bypass (RC) 
(FL 132402 - SMBR 373) 

A watching brief on topsoil stripping at the western end of 
the Shefford by-pass located two Iron Age pits. 

14-18 Lime Street Bedford 

A watching brief at a site on the south side of Lime Street 
identified pits containing sherds of Saxo-Norman pottery, 
but no evidence for any east-west running northern limit to 
a late Saxon town. 

Newnham Priory, Bedford 
(FL 065494 - SMBR 297) 

Following the evaluation excavation of 1987, which 
facilitated the design of the Newnham Leisure Centre so as 
to avoid the main claustral buildings, rescue excavations 
conunenced in the western outer court which had been 
covered by North Bedfordshire Borough Council's Depot. 
By the end of 1989 several ranges of outbuildings with dwarf 
stone footings were appearing, and a fuller report will be 
provided in the next issue. 

LUTON MUSEUM SERVICE 

Robin Holgate 

Two fieldwork projects have been undertaken during 1989. 

The Barton Bypass 

The entire 1.5 km. length of the proposed new road, skirting 
the western edge of Barton village, was surveyed between 
February and March. Two main concentrations of pottery 
fragments and other material were found. 

TL 081318 A layer of stone rubble associated with 
unabraded medieval pottery fragments was located in the 
side of the drainage ditch on the west side of the road. 

TL 077299 A considerable quantity of mainly 
Romano-British pottery fragments, animal bone, coins and 
metal objects was recovered near the foot of Bartonhill 
Cutting. The pottery is mainly 2nd-4th century in date, 
whilst the coins date from the lst-late 4th century (with over 
three-quarters dating to the 4th century). Two 
Romano-British ditches were exposed in the drainage ditch 
on the west side of the road. This material could represent 
the site of a small Romano-British fannstead. 

I am grateful to Miriam and Ron Hammond, John and Sean 
Manning and Con Davis for undertaking metal detector 
surveys of the Bypass route in conjunction with the Museum 
Service, and for agreeing to donate their finds from the 
Romano-British site to the Service. I also wish to thank Ren 
Hudspith for helping with the survey and the Manshead 



Archaeological Society of Dunstable for undertaking 
sample excavations on both sites. 

Black Swan Lane 

The edge of the known Romano-British settlement centred 
on Runfold Avenue was traced on a building site at Black 
Swan Lane (c.TL 074243) in September, largely due to the 
vigilance of Ren Hudspith. The Manshead Archaeological 
Society of Dunstable carried out a sample excavation at the 
site, producing mainly. Romano-British (2nd-4th century) 
pottery fragments. 

The destruction of country houses: Eighteenth- 
century Bedfordshire reconsidered 

David H. Kennett 

We are all familiar with the profound change to the 
landscipe wrought in the twentieth century by the 
dernolition:of so many country houses. A reCent volume on 
The Destruction of the Country House, 1875-1975 -boa an 
appendix which Hits "the more important houses of the past 
hundred years". For the counties of CBA9 region the figures 
it gives are: Bedfordshire, eight houses (an underestimate); 
Buckinghamshire, nine houses; Northamptonshire, sixteen 

- housea; Oxfordshire (the traditional oiunty), seven houses. 
Nineteen houses are listed as destroyed in the historic ceunty 
of Berkshire. (1) 

These seem considerable figures. Yet, 'to take only 
Bedfordshire, of the thirty-four houses listed in the hearth 
tax of 1671 (2) as having 15 or more hearths,' none survives 
unaltered. Only five remain substantially .physiCally the 
saine building that they were in 1671. No fewer than 
twenty-five have been demolished, some to be replaced by 
more recent houses: e.g. Luton Hoo and Wrest Park at 
Silsoe. But the great majority of the demolitions oCcurred 
between 1671 and the accession of Queen Victoria in 1837, 
most indeed between 1701 and 1801. 

It is worth noting those houses which have survived from 
1671. (3) Melchboume Park wa.s built by the fourth Baron 
St John, later first Earl of Bolingbroke, c. 1610. This 
H-shaped brick house waS reniodelled in 1741 and has 
recently been turned into a group of luxury flats. Chicksands 
Priory is a post.- Reformition remodelling Of a -Gilbertine 
Priory. The last work was done in 1813; it is now the 
headquarters building of the USAF base. The partly 
timber-framed Colmworth Manor was reftirbished in 1609 
for Sir William and Lady Catherine Dyer, after a fire at their 
other house, Place House, Great Stoughton, Hunts.' (now 
Cambs.). Colmworth Manor was Mfenestrated towards the 
end of the eighteenth c.entury. Hawnes Grange at Haynes 
now appears as a brick house of 1720 With further work of 
1790. It has a main front of ashlar. This incorporates part of 
the earlier house. The surviving house at Bromham Hall 
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includes a. fourteenth-century doorway and a 
fifteenth-century kingpost roof. It does have later windows. 

Woburn Abbey might be classed among the survivors or 
among the houses which have been replaced, retaining the 
original site. Retnaining from the new house of the early 
seventeenth century is the north range, now truncated to its 
western two-thirds. In the eighteenth century its interior was 
largely remodelled: In 1747-61, the West range was built; in 
1787-90 the south range wa,s built. Both these are what is to 
be seen today, on the surface a total rebuilding of the house 
constructed by Isaac de Caus for the fourth Earl of Bedford 
in 1626 and subsequently. However, an illustration of this 
in 1661 leads the observer to presuppose a much more 
complex situation. 

The house 1661 was a courtyard house with long ranges on 
the north and south sides of which the north side had external 
angle pavilions to the east and west, apparently with the 
latter joined to the, north-west outer angle of the main house 
only by the most tenuous of junctions. The west front 
included this paVilion and the gable end of the south range 
was set-forward by a'bay from the remainder of the front. 
Three gables including a northern one from the north range 
above a six bay loggia and five-bay first floor fOrm a 

recessed front between the north-west pavilion and the west 
gable of the south range. The east range contained a deep 
structure with two gables facing westabove three wide bays. 
Clearly at the time of the hearth tax, the show fronts were 
the northern one with the twin pavilions and possibly a 
ground floor loggia (the print is difficult to decipher on this 
point) and the west, already described. 

From the seventeenth-century house more has probably 
survived than is often ac.knowledged. The long range of the 
northern wing, although given a central three bay pediment 
in the eighteenth century, was extant until its partial 
demolition by Sir Albert Richardson in 1950 when the 
twelfth Duke of Bedford reduced the house by overa third. 
What also survives are the two pavilions, the north-west one 
remodelled perhaps rather than rebuilt by Flitcroft between 
1747 and 1761 as part of his west front for the fourth duke. 
The north-east pâvilion was a casualty of the 1950 
demolition exercise, but it marked the end of the original 
north range. At an unknown, perhaps late seventeenth 
century date, the space between the pavilions was filled 
giving a double range as the north wing of Wobum' Abbey. 
Much of this has been retained in the surviving building. 

In 1950 the east wing of Woburn Abbey was totally 
demolished. Comparison of what was then present and the 
drawing made in 1661 suggests that the large double-gabled 
structure of 1661 was totally replaced in the eighteenth 
century. The south range in 1661 extended east of the east 
range by perhaps as many as four bays. The south range in 
1661 was marked by six sets of three chimneys at 
right-angles to the ridge and on the inner and outer aspects 
of the range. Thirty-six chimneys can be clearly seen on the 
drawing. It is difficult to be certain how much of this range 
survives. The western two-thirds (the part now surviving) of 
the south range is accredited to Henry Holland for the fifth 



duke between 1787 and 1790; the eastern portion (now 
demolished) was also by Holland but had a roof line unifying 
it with the east range. Clearly the eastern portion and 
anything east of that does not survive from the 
seventeenth-century south range but the taller and 
single-ridged western buildings may be merely refacing the 
older house. Its chinuiey pattern is that of 1661. 

More complex rebuilding has taken place on the west front. 
Flitcroft did this for the fourth duke after 1747. The north 
pavilion is remodelled frornthe older house and the west end 
of the south wing matches this, although the south facade is 
1787-90. Both of these on the 1661 house protruded from 
the west front and loggia. Although the China Room has an 
eighteenth-century ceffing, walking in the rooms around it, 
the visitor is aware that more than a hint of the earlier loggia 
is retained. This is the eastern half of the present house, 
refaced on the courtyard facade and reroofed to give a ridge 
in line with the axis of the wing, but retaining a central 
pedimented gable above Ionic pilasters. ,The new facade 
could well hide a much older building, just as the present 
Chastworth House, Derbyshire, is essentially a refacing of 
the Elizabethan building erected by Bess of Hardwick. At 
Woburn Abbey, the central three portions of the 1-5-3-5-1 
form of the west front is inserted between the remodelled 
north-west pavilion and the refaced south wing when the 
fourth duke commissioned Flitcroft in 1747. It gave the west 
front of the house, the one visible from the great avenue 
crossed.by the Dunstable to Northampton road, a unified 
facade. 

The unified west 'front is set alone. The old west front was 
within gardens surrounded by a wall with corner pavilions 
to the enclosed space and a principal entry on the north wall. 

- There was a major garden west of the house, and another to 
the north-west. (4) 

There is a group of houses which has been replaced. The 
earliest and largest of the replacements is Luton Hoo. The 
present house was begun in 1762 and was still building in 
1774. It replaced a brick house of the early seventeenth 
century built for Sir Robert Napier, a Turkey Merchant, who 
had sufficient wealth to be able to lend James I money. This 
is turn replaced a fifteenth-century house built for Sir 
Thomas Hoo. The present Luton Hoo, which was 
remodelled in 1827, and after a fire in 1842 as well as from 
1903 onwards, is built on a site adjacent to the former house. 

In 1800, there was a fire at Sutton Park, after which the 
manor house of the Buigoynes was deniolished. 

The old Wrest Park stood south of the present house. Its site 
is mariced by the raised garden at the northem end of the 
great canal. The third Baron Grantham, later the first Earl 
de Grey, who was also the first president of the Royal 
Institute of British Architects, was his own.architect for the 
house built in 1834-36. The house destroyed was a brick 
quadrangular house which by 1705 (when drawn by Kip) 
had a stone facade, provided in 1676. (5) 
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Three houses were replaced in the Victorian years: Howbury 
Hall, Renhold, in 1849; Old Arden Park in 1872; and 
Tempsford Hall in 1898. 

One house was reduced in size in the eighteenth century. 
When the St John family built Melchboume Park in the early 
seventeenth century, they retained Bletsoe Castle as their 
principal residence. It is reflected in the size of the two 
houses: the hearth tax lists Bletsoe as having -38 hearths, 
Melchboume Park has 32 hearths. After 1741, the family 
went to live at Melchboume and Bletsoe was reduced to a 
single Elizabethan range from the courtyard house: at some 
unknown date refenestration was carried out. _ 

There are about a dozen major Bedfordshire houses where 
it is-possible to throw some light on the date of demolition 
of the house recorded in 1671. Two demolitions seem to 
have occurred before 1701. At Beadlow Manor, the former 
manor house of the Beverley family was listed as "15 
hearths, an empty house belonging to the Earl of Kent" in 
1671. It had been sold to the Grey family in 1654. At Wood 
End; Copie, the manor house of the Luke family is now 
marked by. a large moat. The family estate was sold to the 
Gostwicks of Willington in 1686. A view (6) from the rear 
shows a timber-framed house with a large brick chimney. It 
hitd mullioned and transomed windows on the tWo main 
floors and a single window in the attic gable. The surviving 
print appears to show a farmhouse made out of part of the 
former house, not including the hall range. The old house 
had 27 hearths. 

There was a spate of demolitions in the 1740s. The oldest of 
the demolished houses was Someries Castle, began in 1448 
but left unfinished at John Lord Wenlock's death in 1471. 
This brick house was -sold by John Crawley in 1724 to Sir 
John Napier of Luton Hoo. The latter deniolished much of 
the house in 1742. (7) Many of the bricks were used to build 
the facade of the mid eighteenth-century farmhouse 
adjacent. The Costwicks of Willington .sold up in 1731. 
About a decade later, the Duchess of Marlborough who had 
bought the estate' demolished a great deal of the brick manor 
house built by Sir John Gostwick before 1541: he 
entertained King Henry VIII there in that year. The house 
was a long range with at least two gabled ranges in front of 
it and at right- angles to the main range. A drawing of 1736 
shows a change in roof-line, on the main range suggesting 
sortie building activity at a date after 1541. (8) 

The third hciuse demolished in the 1740s was one of the great 
houses of Elizabethan England. Sir Henry Cheney, first and 
only Baron Cheney of Toddington, had 'built a "podigy 
house", of 45 hearths, one of the smaller ones: Burghley 
House, Northants., had 70 hearths, and the grandest of them 
all - Hardwick Hall, Derbys. - had 114 hearths. Toddington 
Manor (9) was demolished after 1745 :when it became the 
property of the Earl .of Stafford: he was building Wentworth 
Castle.; yorks., at the time. 

ToddingtoU Manor is reputed to have cost £40,000, a 
'prodigious sum, perhaps akin to £.14.7 million in 1986 terms. 
This great brick house had a south front of three wide bays 



and a corner tower either side of a great entry. On the west 
side (facing the great garden), the central fenestration was 
massive, with a central feature of a bay leaving the wall of 
glass at 135° and meeting at a right angle. It ran the full 
height of the three-storey house and was crowned by a 
cupola, or pepper pot (the sketch by John Thorpe is unclear 
on this point). This great window had three mullions either 
side of the central feature, plus one angled back to the wall. 
The central feature had two intervening mullions on each 
face. Either side of titis window was a separate window in 
the wall to the corner tower. These windows also went the 
full height of the house. They had five mullions in each; the 
ground and second floors had a single transom; the first floor 
windows had two transom' s. I suspect that the first floor of 
the garden front of Toddington Manor housed the long 
gallery: it certainly has the fenestration to suggest that this 
was its fimction. 

During the seventeenthcentury, the house was altered and 
a classical facade begun but not completed. The new work 
meant that even in 1719 there was "great settlement in the 
walls. and chimneys" with "main timbers shored and broken 
and sunk; other timbers rotten and falling down; 
wainscotting doors and doorcases wanting..., two of the 
cupolas exposed to the weather". Given the decayed state of 
the once magnificent building it is small wonder that Lord 
Stafford ordered its demolition. 

The destruction of Houghton House, Ampthill, in 1794 is 
well-docurnented. The Honourable John Byng expressed his 
outrage with considerable eloquence: (10) 

But for thee, poor Houghton House, I must lament: herein 
were labourers employ 'd to level thy strong walls. Down go 
the floors, crash fall the rafters. The overseer ...... came forth 
to wonder at my overseeing but he felt the delight of a 
butcher at killing a sheep. 

"So I see you are hard at work here?" 
Overseer, "Yes, sir, it is hard work for it is so strongly built; 
the materials were to have been sent to Bedford, but that, I 
believe, is given up now." 
Byng, "Did you find anything curious?" 
Overseer, "Some coins, sir, and much painting on the wall 
when we ripped off the wainscot" 
Byng, "That, of course, you attempted to preserve? And 
before the attempt the D[uke] of B [edford] had accurate 
drawings taken of them?" 
Overseer, "No, they were beaten to pieces." 
Byng, "I remember a room wainscotted with cedar, what 
became of that?" 
Overseer, "Thrown amongst all the other rubbish." 
The destruction of a great avenue of trees was also reported. 
Upon titis and the wantonness of it all, Byng commented: 
Now, why all this havock, and ruin? Only a-job for the artful, 
perforrned by miming stinginess. Shall I live to see all the 
noble old mansions of the kingdom pulled down or 
ciesened!! 

The Duke of, Bedford had no more relatives who could 
occupy it: his son, the Marquis of Tavistock had lived there 
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from 1764 for three years, and then his kinsman, John 
Fitzpatrick, Earl of Upper Ossory, lived there. In the 
seventeenth century, Houghton House had been owned by 
the Bruce family who had fled from England in 1685, but 
the builder was Mary, Countess of Pembroke between 1615 
and 1623. 

Two demolitions soon after 1801 illustrate another reason 
for country house destruction. The Anderson baronets of 
Eyeworth had died out in 1772 and their estates had been 
inherited by a distant cousin, who in 1794 became Lord 
Yarborough. He owned a more recent house in north 
Lincolnshire and had little need of the Bedfordshire 
property. He sold the brick Elizabethan house to Lord 
Ongley who already had an eighteenth-century house at Old 
Warden Park, Bedfordshire, (predecessor of the 1892 house, 
mentioned above). Similarly, another Elizabethan brick 
house, that of the Chamocks at Hulcote, belonging to 
another family with a baronetcy, became. the property of 
joint heiresses in 1779. (11) Unlike the Wade-Grey family 
of Bushmead Priory, no one daughter had a husband 
prepared to buy out his sisters-in-law, and none could afford 
to maintain the by now two-hundred year old house. 

Another group of demolished houses are those listed in the 
hearth tax and shown on Thomas Jefferies' map of the 
county in 1765. These include the houses of the 
Wylde-Clerke family at Houghton Conquest, at Kempston 
of the Cater family and at Arlesey of the Edwards and 
Browne families. 

These notes have instanced fourteen documented 
demolitions and another four which have not been traced in 
any detail. It conflicts rather with the received image of the 
eighteenth century as the century of country house building. 
Several of the major houses built in Bedfordshire between 
1670 and 1837 have been mentioned: Woburn Abbey, Wrest 
Park, Luton Hoo are merely the largest ones. There were 
others which enlarged smaller manor houses: the house of 
the Whitbread family at Southill is the best example. 

Of the new houses of the eighteenth century, it is difficult to 
think of more than four in Bedfordshire which are on 
completely new sites. Stocicwood Park, Luton, was built 
after 1740 for the Crawley family when their fortunes were 
revived by marriage to heiresses and the acquisition of a 
great estate in north Bedfordshire to add to that in the south 
of the county. As a wedding present Richard Orlebar built 
Hinwick House for his wife, Diana Astry, in 1709-14. At 
one stage, the Orlebar family at Poddington had lived in 
Hinwick House, before it was given a new front by a new 
owner, General Livesay. Hinwick House still survives. 

The building history of Ampthill Park is complex. It was 
begun in "1694 but not completed until after 1706 and was 
enlarged in 1769-71. There is no predecessor here although 
it could be seen as a belated replacement for Ampthill 
Castle, demolished c.1620 and on the top of the hill, whereas 
Ampthill Park is in the lee' of the bill. 



Hasells Hall, Everton, ha.s a mid eighteenth-century facade, 
dating either to soon after Heylock Kingley's purcha.se of 
the estate in 1721 or his daughter's marriage to William Pym 
in 1738. But the house incorporates earlier work and is rather 
more the transformation of a small house into a great house 
than the building of a completely new house. 

While the new houses are seyeral, those which disappeared 
are equally many. The reasons for their loss are-varied. 
Whete the family remains, old age for the house is the most 
common: Woburn Abbey and,Wrest Park Where there are 
new owners wanting a new, house, demolition of the old 
ensuei: Luton Hoo and, in the nineteenth century, Warden 
Park. But by far the greatest number of houses were 
demolished because of lack of anyone of sufficient standing 
to occupy them once the original family had died out or 
nioved on elsewhere; Beadlow Manor, Wood End at Copie, 
Willington Manor, Someries Casde, Eyeworth Manor and 
Hulcote Manor have been instanced. Most grievous loss of 
all wa:s Tbddington Maiior. 

Why..might, all this be brought to the attention of 
archaeologists? We have become more concerned with 
landscape and setting. Great houses have been part of the 
landscape for a long time. The late medieval houses of the 
Curteys family at Wymington, a merchant fortune, L and the 
two knights buried with full honoms and fine effigies in 
Chalgrave church are unknown. (12) The3, merely predate 
those we have been discussing by three,quarters of a century 
for the earliest house, Sombries Castle. 

A prospective contribution to ,SMA will notice how little is 
known of the smaller houses of Bedfordshire. (13) But 
equally for before the eighteenth century this discussion has 
shown how few great houses actually have survived the 
most "agreeable" age. (14) 

NOTES 

R. Strong, M. Binney and J. Harris (eds.), The 
Destruction of the Country House,1875-1975, 1974; figures 

, are taken from 'County Lists of Houses Destroyed', ibid., 
188-191. 

Printed in L.M. Marshall, The Rural Population of 
Bedfordshire, 1671-1921 (being publications of the 
Bedfordshire Historical Record Society, 16, 1934). 

For the surviving houses see N. Pevsner, The Buildings 
of England: 'Bedfordshire and the county of Huntingdon and 
Peterborough, 1968. Additional literature can be traced 
through L.R. Conisbee, A Bedfordshire Bibliography, 1962, 
and Supplements of 1967, 1972 and 1977. 

These provide published references for replacement 
buildings. References hereafter provided only for 
illustrations and studies of demolished buildings. 
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4. Wobum Abbey is much studied, especially in its 
eighteenth-century phases, see items collected by Conisbee, 
1962 and supplements. These comments derive from 
comparison of the 1661 drawing, reproduced VCH Beds., 3 

(1912), and the 1948 air photograph reproduced R. Muir, 
History from the Air, (1983), 179 pl. 8C. 

Conveniently P. Bigm ore, The Bedfordshire and 
Huntingdonshire Landscape, (1979) pl. 19 and 20. 

Reproduced Bedfordshire Magazine, 3 no. 20 (Spring 
1952), 168. 

T.P. Smith, `Someries Castle', Beds. Arch. J., 3 (1966, 
35-51; T.P. Smith, 'The Early Bricicwork of Someries Castle 
and its place in the history of English brick buildings', 
JBAA., 129 (1976), 42-58. 

J. Godber, Willington Dovecote and Stable, (undated by 
c.1965), reproduced a view of 1736 and a plan of 1779. 

J.A. Boutwood, `Toddington's Tudor. Palace', Beds. 
Magazine, 4 (1953- 5), 123-128, with' reproductions bf 
illustrations of the Elizabethan house. See also J.A. 
Boutwood, 'A vanished Elizabethan mansion: Toddington 
Manor House, Bedfordshire', Country Life, 129 (1961), 
638- 640. 

C.B. Andrews (cd.), The Torrington Diaries Volume 
IV, (1938), 32-33; for an air view of the house; Bigm ore, 
1979,. pl. 18. During the early 1970s, Martin Randall, then 
of Bedford School, worked on the doctunentation of the 
house: the present author is unaware of any publication of 
Randall's work. See also M.F.S. George, The Story of 
Houghton House (undated, but c.1949), reprinted from three 
articles in Bedfordshire Magazine 1(1948). 

Neither Eyeworth Manor nor Hulcote manor have 
been studied; their documentation is scattered. ' 

These are merely the best-known of the cotmtYs early 
monuments. 

D.H. Kennett, 'The Bedfordshire Manor House in the 
Reign of Charles II', forthcoming; for some prelfininary 
comments see D.H. Kennett 'Greens, Moats and the Great 
House: the Bedfordshire Landscape in the Seventeenth 
Century', SMA, 17, 1987, 20-32, esp. 26-30 with n. 22-36. 

Paper written in April-May 1986 as part of the 
preliminary work for liiedford.shire' as a Contribution to a 
projected volume in the Burke's and Sivills' Guide to 
Country Houses series. The series has now been abandoned. 
Footnotes were added 7 September 1988. Additional 
material (on Woburn Abbey) inserted 15 October 1989. 



BUCICINGHAMSHIRE 

COUNTY MUSEUM REPORT FOR 1989 

Michael Farley 

Outside of Milton Keynes, whose Unit's work is reported 
below, the Museum was involved in fieldwork at Chesham, 
at Stone, in Aylesbury, on that part of the M40 which crossed 
Buckinghamshire, and on an anonymous site in South 
Buckinghamshire (see on). 

An excavation at East Street, Chesham was directed by 
Mark Collard, who reports below. Much Mesolithic material 
was present within a complex stratigraphy partly colluvial 
in character. A tight recording system was used in order to 
facilitate the future analysis of refits of the flint debris and 
an extensive wet sieving programme carried out. The latter 
task was handled with efficiency by members of the County 
Museum Archaeological Group who provided premises, 
and water as well as expertise. The Museum is very grateful 
for this invaluable assistance. 

The telescoped programme of construction of the M40 
provided little opportunity for leisurely research, however 
evaluations were carried out on three sites in Boarstall 
parish, the work being funded by English Heritage. The 
principal discoveries were of a Romano-British pit which 
had been partially backfilled and then had a hearth 
constructed in its fill, a substantial as yet undated ditch lying 
nearby, and a large scatter of tegulae aLso in Boarstall parish. 
The latter was found by Group members and fortunately will 
not be destroyed by motorway construction. Further south a 
probable medieval wood bank was cut through on the 
southern perimeter of Shabbington Wood. 

At St John's Hospital, Stone, an evaluation carried out by 
Andrew Hunn, surprisingly produced only twentieth 
century material including a pit containing a heater, buckets 
and numerous bottles! During construction of the hospital 
in the nineteenth century extensive Romano-British 
occupation was reported including a deep shaft included by 
Ross in her list of 'ritual shafts' An Anglo-Saxon cemetery 
also lies in the vicinity. Further work at the site will 
undoubtedly be necessary as an extensive development of 
the area is planned. 

In Aylesbury, further burials, presumed to belong to 'the 
minster cemetery were exposed during digging of footings 
for old peoples bungalows in Church Street. Circumstances 
did not allow for detailed recording. 

In South Buckinghamshire a metal detector user found 
numerous Roman coins in an arable field. Three vessels 
containing coins were next located. Two of these were lifted 
and the museum was able to lift the third. With the 
agreement of both landowner and finder the Museum 
arranged for a small excavation, under the direction of 
Andrew Hunn, to clarify the circumstances of the fmd. 
During the excavation part of a badly damaged fourth vessel 
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was located, some distance from the previous find, which 
also contained coins. The total number of coins eventually 
recovered was in excess of 6,000, one of the larger British 
hoards and unusual in that it clearly represented more than 
one phase of deposition. The coins await further study at the 
British Museum and are likely to be the subject of an Inquest 
The coins were probably deposited in the 270s AD. No 
evidence was found of associated structures or of features 
which might explain the choice of site. 

At Olney, Thames Valley CI]) requested the Museum's 
assistance in investigating human remains discovered on a 
development site. It became apparent that a disarticulated 
skeleton had been placed in the backfill of a sewer pipe 
trench. The sewer was apparently laid in c.1913. Although 
no other directly relevant information came to light it was 
noted that a number of other skeletons had in the past been 
discovered on land to the east of the parish church but 
outside its boundary. These discoveries were traditionally 
regarded as the aftermath of a skirmish at Olney Bridge, 
however the existence of a more extensive early churchyard 
is another possibility. 

Staff changes which took place during the year included the 
departure of Clare Brown, SMR assistant, who was replaced 
by Joe Peachey; also Mark Collard, Assistant Field 
Archaeologist, 'who left to take up a post as Edinburgh's 
District Archaeologist We welcomed Andrew Hunn as his 
replacement. 

The closure of part of the Museum's building at Aylesbury 
prior to renovation meant a temporary end to the regular 
Tuesday day and evening meetings of the County Museum 
Archaeological Group. Individual members have continued 
however to give assistance on excavations and 
post-excavation processing; others have carried out 
watching briefs. Two fieldwalks were aLso held, one of 
which produced evidence . for previously unrecorded 
medieval settlement near Terrick. 

The year saw publication in the Records of 
Bucldnghamshire of the following excavation reports: Peter 
Yeoman's excavation of a late medieval tlle and pottery kiln 
at Brill: a Roman enclosure near Aylesbury examined by the 
Aylesbury Past Project - the Museum 's MSC team - under 
the direction of Hal Dalwood: two pieces of woric. by Mark 
Collard, at the ' old churchyard' site at Olney and at 
Desborough Castle, High Wycombe where extensive 
medieval -outworks to this medieval ringwork were 
demonstrated: and a report on ' two groups of medieval 
pottery kilns at Denham by the writer, discovered during 
construction of the M25. A number of post-excavation 
projects are progressing. 

Under the guidance of Andrew Pilce the section continues to 
improve the level of data contained within the County SMR 
and thanks to HBMC funding the work of Claie Brown and 
then Joe Peachey, computerisation of the record is nearing 
completion. 



Fmally, the existence of Aylesbury's archaeological past 
has been 'officially! recognised by the erection of a blue 
plaque. The first of what is to be a series of plaques, marks 
the uncovering of the town's Iron Age antecedents, and is 
fixed to the wall of Prebendal Court. It was unveiled by 

- Aylesbury's mayoress. The excavations at the site also 
featured on a BBC schools programme. 

East Street, Chesham: Interim Report 
Mark Collard 

Introduction 

The excavation was carried out byBuckinghamshire County 
Museum between April and 'June 1989 in advance of 
redevelopment of the site. Previous work by the Chess 
Valley Archaeological Society (to be published in the 
Records of Bucks 31, 1989) adjacent to the site had 
demonstrated the existence of substantial quantities of 
Mesolithic flints in association with animal bone in 
apparently well stratified deposits. The development offered 
an opportunity to examine a larger area in detail. 

The Excavation 

The archaeological deposits were sealed beneath c.0.5 m of 
modern overburden. They had been cut in places by shallow 
post-medieval features but proved to have survived to a 
depth of 0.3 m over most of the site. These were excavated 
under a closely controlled recording system. 

The shatigraphic sequence was simple and is described in 
the order of deposition. The earliest deposit was a periglacial 
water-borne flint gravel covered with a thin layer of fine 
alluvial silt. This had degraded to a sticky clay loam before 

- being cut by a large amorphous subsoil feature which has 
been preliminarily identified as a tree pit. Its lower fill 
contained burnt soil and charcoal. This feature had filled and 
its surface weathered before the formation of the next soil 
on site. This was a dark brown, almost black soil which 
divided into three horizons distinguished by the amount of 
flint in the basic soil matrix. The lowest part of the deposit 

- contained quantities of artefactual flint debris, burnt flint 
and animal bone, the latter in distinct lenses but not 
articulated. Among the flint were typical Mesolithic 
microlithic pieces but small sherds of (?Neolithic/?Bronze 
Age) pottery were also recovered from this layer. The 
central band 'was marked% by a 'concentration of large 
amounts of patinated angular flints 'which were not 

, identifiable as 'normal' debitage frorriffint woridng. Above 
this was a further deposit of the dark soil, again with 
quantities of artefacts and bone. This was sealed by a pale 
calcareous soil which may be identified as a hillwash deposit 
from the steep challc slope adjacent to the site. This was the 
latest soil on the site before the post-medieval features were 
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Discussion 

The 1989 excavation has complicated the evidence from the 
earlier investigations. Although interpretation of the soil 
formation processes and the origins of the artefactual 
assemblages carmot be made without the analysis of the 
samples taken during the excavation. (shil and molluscan) 
and of the artefactual material in conjunction with dating 
obtained from the bone, a tentative hyphthesis would place 
the formation of the dark soil in the Neolithic or Bronze Age. 
The presence of a considerable amount of Mesolithic 
material may be explained by re-use of an attractive 
settlement location. 

MILTON ICEYNES ARCHAEOLOGICAL UNIT 
1989 

Introduction 

The pace of work carried out by the Unit increased 
dramatically during 1989. This was mainly due to the 
increased rate of development as the life of Milton Keynes 
Development Corporation draws to: a close.' Generous 
funding from the Corporation will allow this higher level of 
work to continue through 19891990. Two major 
excavations and several smaller- salvage and evaluation 
excavations were carried out during the year (see summaries 
below); Fi. '1. This involved a massive increase in staff at 
all levels, but particularly of excavation personnel. 

Peter Hart returned from a trip to Turkey to supervise the 
excavation of Wavendon Gate, with the assistance of Alan 
Williams (who joined us from Northamptonshire); Tora 
Hylton also returned to supervise the finds. At 'Westbury, 
Nick Shepherd (fleeing from London) and Peter. (Buzz) 
Busby (from Lampeter University) joined the supervisory 
staff, and Barbara Hurman returned to Milton Keynes after 
many years to supervise the finds. The Unit also appointed 
Marion Blockley to the post of Publicity'Iofficer.Î. 

Post-excavation work has continued throughout the year on 
a variety of projects and it is expected thatbennis Mynard 
and Bob Zeepvat's report on Great Linferd village will be 
available by the end of 1990. Further volumes in the 
Mcinograph Series should then follow fairly: 'rapidly. As 
promised in last year's report Roman Pottery fibril Milton 
Keynes has nowbeen printed and is available frorn the Unit. 

A very successful open weekend was held in September at 
the two major sites of Wavendon Gate and Westbury. The 
excavations were visited by several thousand members of 
the public, all of whom seemed to have an enjoyable trip. 
The highlights were perhaps Bob Williams' reconstruction 
of an Iron Age Round House and the Un-firing of replica 
late Iron Age pottery. 

Temporary displays of the Unit's work were staged at the 
premiere of 'Indiana Jones' at The Point, and the opening 
by David Bellamy of the reconstructed Bancroft villa. A 



glossy full-colour leaflet publicising the Unit's work is with 
the printers and the production of popular booklets 
continues apace. Full-colour interpretation panels for four 
sites within the city's parks have been prepared in 
conjunction with the Recreation Unit of Milton Keynes 
Development Corporation. A major community theme 
event is planned for the Bancroft villa site for late July. The 
limited work with schools has been highly.successful. 

Fig. 1. Map of Milton Keynes. 
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The Conservation Laboratory' is as usual swamped with 
material requiring treatment.. The purchase of some 
additional microscopes and a policy of routinely taking 
radiographs of the majority of the ironwork has to some 
extent counterbalanced the increased work load. 

Faced with an ever increasing quantity of administration, 
post-excavation work, and excavation records the Unit has 
adopted a policy of computerising as much of this wolk as 



possible. To this end five ICL DRS M30/45 computers (and 
assorted software) have been purchased. 

Metal Detecting Policy 
R.J.Williams 

Mention was made in last year's report of the Unit's policy 
towaniS metal cietectorists. The earlier licensing system was 
replaced by letters of recommendation enabling the bona 
fide users easier access to development sites. In addition, 
MKDC-owned arable fields due for development were 
apportioned to specific detectorists as part of the Unit's 
fieldwork programme. Throughout 1989 this revised 
approach has been consolidated, and no further 
modifications,to the policy are anticipated. 

During the past year, over 1,000 acres of M1CDC-owned 
farmland have been searched by detectorists and several 
new potential sites identified, including the probable site of 
an early-middle Saxon settlement at Wolverton-. 

Detecting over development sites, including road projects, 
has undoubtedly reaped the greatest rewards. A late 
medieval tile kiln at Shenley (below) was found by a 
detectorist, and new Roman sites located near Crownhill and 
Wolverton. The employment of detectorists as amateur 
fieldworkers has highlighted the lack of Professional 
resources available for systematic fieldwork in these areas. 

Inevitably, many thousands of items have been reported to 
the Unit throughout the year. These are sorted, and entered 
into the SMR. Whilstmank are post-medieval items of little 
merit, there are some objects thardeserve special mention. 
The most recent discovery of a bronze seal matrix belonging 
to Braclwell Abbey has been the most remarkable find of the 
year. A very high quality, engraved gold 'seal ring of 15th 
century date is currently being researched by the British 
Museum, and like the seal matrix has fine display qualities. 
Coinage has been reported in considerable quantities, but by 
far the most interesting discovery has been a silver penny of 
the Kentish King Cuthred (798-807 AD), the most northerly 
example yet recorded. 

Our knowledge of the Saxon period, probably the most 
poorly represented in the loCal archaeological record, is 
being greatly expanded by the detectorists' discoveries. In 
addition to the Cuthred coin, other late Saxon pennies and 
early Saxon sceattes have been reported, and several have 
been purchased by the Unit. The cliscovery of Saxon 
metalwork, once very rare in the city, is now becoming 
widespread, and this will undoubtedly lead to to a revision 
of our understanding of the Saxon settlement pattern. 

As well as detectorists using their own initiative and gaining 
access to development Sites, considerable use has and will 
continue to be made of them on the Unit's excavations. At 
Wavendon Gate (below), a greater proportion of metalwork 
and coins was found by a closely co-ordinated and recorded 
detecting programme over the site than from the excavation. 
Regular evening meetings have been held with detectorists 
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at the Unit, at which certain themes have been explored, 
including the conservation of objects and the identification 
of pottery and building materials. 

Finds made by detectorists are always displayed, and the 
meetings have attracted up to sixty people. Whilst no formal 
affiliation has been set up, these meetings are a useful forum 
to establish closer links between Unit staff and local 
cletectorists. 

The Unit's revised policy has now, been in operation for 18 
months, and has undoubtedly encouraged the reporting of 
individual, and often important, fmds, and led' to the 
disccivery of new sites. Such close:co-operation can only be 
achieved if both sides are prepared to swallow their pride 
and forget their grievances; 

Fieldwork Projects 

A Late Medieval Tile-lCiln at Shenley Church End 
G. Edmondson and A.Thorne 

A small tile-kiln was exposed during grading work for a new 
section of Fulmer Street (y3); one of Milton Keynes N-S 
arterial roads. The Idln was first noted by Mr G keritage and 
repeated to Milton Keynes Archaeological Unit The site 
was due to be destroyed by the new road and the developers 
willingly agreed. to adjust their programme to allow a short 
rescue excavation. The authors ad Milton Keynes 
Archaeological Unit are grateful to Mr M. R. ICearney, the 
Resident Engineer, for his co-operation. 

The site was situated on the NE edge of Shenley Wood, close 
to the Village of Shenley Church End (SP828363), Fig. 1. 

The kiln wa.s almost entirely excavated, though the greater 
part of the stoke-hole was located within Shenley Wood and 
was therefore not examined. 

The lciln was orientated ENE-WSW andineasured 3.78 in. 
by 2.4 m. It consisted of three firing chambers, each 
apprdmately 1.84 m. by 0.5 m. Each had its own flue some 
0.66 m. long, 0.5 m. wide and surviving in a depth of 0.34 
m. A large stoke-hole was located to the W. The entire 
structure was built into a trench cut into natural boulder clay 
and was framed with a revetting 

The interior of the kiln was divided into three roughly equal 
chambers by two spine-walls running parallel to its long 
axis. The floor of the firing chamber itself was forrned by a 
series of arches linking the two spines with the N and S walls 
of the chamber, Fig. 2. Although nitich of the interior had 
collapsed two sets of these arches' 'did survive in a fairly 
intact condition and evidence was found for five more. 

- 

Provisionally the kiln may be dated to the fifteenth or, 
perhaps the earlier sixteenth century; the only product seems 
to have been hand made peg-tiles, though a little late 
medieval pottery was also recovered from the fdl of the kiln. 



The deserted village of Westbury by Shenley 
R.J. Ivens 

In the early summer of 1990 construction work will begin 
on the westward extension of Childs Way (H6), and by the 
end of the surnmer the greater part of the DMV at Westbury 
will have been entirely removed. The rest of the settlement 
will be obliterated shortly after. Only the two moated sites 
loc,ated at either end of the village will survive (see SMA 19 

(1989), 16). 

Following on from last year's evaluations MKAU began an 
excavation programme which will eventually examine the 
vast majority of the surviving archaeological remains. Woric 
began in April 1989 and will continue until September 1990. 

Traditionally Westbury has been identified as one of the two 
Domesday manors of that name in Buckinghamshire, both 
of which were held by Roger D'Ivri. The other Westbury is 
on the borders of Buckinghamshire and Northamptonshire, 

.......... 
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Fig. 2. Shenley Wood tile kiln. 
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not far from Brackley. The association of Westbury by 
Shenley with one of the D'Ivri manors has always been 
somewhat tenuous and it is just as likely that both the 
Domesday entries refer to Westbury by Bracldey. A large 
area of Westbury by Shenley has now been excavated and 
remarkably little material which can be dated to the Late 
Saxon or Early Norman periods has been recovered. This 
tends to support the view that neither of the Domesday 
Westburys is Westbury by Shenley; more likely the 
settlement (if it existed at that time) is concealed amongst 
the several entries relating to Shenley. 

The trial excavations indicated that an area of Iron Age- 
Roman activity was situated beneath the western end of the 
medieval village, and this proved to be the case. An 
extensive and complex series of fust century AD boundary 
ditches has been excavated. These appear to be a small part 
of several different phases of Iron Age field systems and 
although large quantities of pottery and other artefacts have 
been recovered no real evidence for a habitation site has 
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been found. One suspects that it cannot be far away. Two 
casual Iron Age inhumations have aLso been discovered. 

There is a little evidence indicating that at least sorne of these 
boundary ditches survived as topographical feattues until 
medieval times; and generally little seems tto have been 
happening at Westbury through Roman and Saxon times. 
Even in the early middle ages when there is evidenc.e of 
settlement it is only slight 

The medieval village seems to have flourished from the 
twelfth to the sixteenth century after which it was almost 
completely deserted except for a couple of small houses. In 

- fact Westbtuy can hardly-be called a village at all. Rather it 
should be thought of as "a collection of sinall and distinct 
fannsteads built piecemeal around a cross-roads and along 
the -converging roadways: a classic. piece of 
libbon-development. Nor Was Westbury a co. ntinuously 
thriving community for it suffered several phases of, if not 
desertion then at least --contraction, and corresponding 
periods of expansion and refurbishment. Evidence for this 
can be seen in the way in which platforms were sometimes 
divided and sometimes amalgam' ated into single large ,units. 
Evidence was also found for periods of ploughing between 
building phases. 

The best preserved structural remains were the buildings of 
the fifteenth and sixteenth centuries. These were almost 
identical in form (though better preserved) to those 
described by Petchey (SMA 15 (1985), 45-50: 16 (1986), 
54-58: 17 (1987) 47). Indeed some of the structures 
excavated in 1989 must have formed continuous and 
contempcirary ranges of buildings' with those excavated in 
1985; these can now all be shown to belong to the late middle 
ages. 

The site has yielded vast quantities of finds of both bon Age 
and medieval date. As usual pottery forrns the bulk of these 
and includes a particularly fine collection of late medieval 
Potterspury products. A wide range of iron and copper alloy 
artefacts has also been recovered which includes an 
inordinately large number of banel-padlocks and a large 
collection of buckles of varying degrees of sophistication, 
as well as the more usual tools and nails. 

A programme of environmental sampling and analysis is 
under way and k already has yielded some surprising results. 
Large deposits of marine oyster, cockle and mussel shells 
have been foundi and a: surprising incidence of horse, mule 
and donkey bones oçcti in the medieval deposits. 

A more detailed and considered summary of the excavations 
will be included the next volume of SMA. 

North Emerson Valley 
R.J.Zeepvat. 

This site, located art NGR SP 8385 3445, was located as the 
result of an organised metal detector search by Ron and 
Miriam Hammond. This produced an assemblage of Roman 
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coins; sparming the period Al) 150-350; as well as a small 
quantity of mainly third centitry pottery, frOm ari area of less 
than two hectares in a field then under cultivation. The 
presence of this material, ceupled with the reSulti of further 
fieldWalking, Suggested the presence of a small 
Romano-British native occupation site. 

Accordingly, the site was evaluated by a programme of 
machine trial-trenching canied'Out in Jihie/JtilY 198 This 
revealed a number of shallow ditches and gullies, Which 
produced a small quantity of Roman-pottery. No definite 
structural evidence was found, th6tigh ôñexperiencegaiiied 
from other similar sites in the city, this is:no t animirsual 
phenomenon. At Little Woolstone, excaVited bY the writer 
in 1980 (CBA Newsletter 12, 1982; 70.-73),: trial 'trenching 
followed by limited area excavation reVéaled a similar 
pattern of pits and ditches containing 'Muth occupation 
Material, but no structural evidence. Oh this bisis, there was 
not seen to be sufficient justification for fitrilier excavation. 

On completion of the evaluation, the site was returned to 
agriculture, as development is not' imminent, though a 
Watching brief will be undertaken when construCtion begins 
in the area. 

Oakgrove 
R.J.Zeepvat. 

Evaluation of a large part - some 30 hectares - of the 
Oakgrove grid-square, between Milton Keynes Village and 
the River Ouzel, was carried out between August and 
October. The area concerned (Fig. 3) consisted of extensive 
gravel terraces on the east bank of the river, on which aerial 
photography had revealed a ntunber of possible ring-ditches 
and enclosures. In addition, as excavations in 1970-72 in 
advance of gravel extraction immediately to the south of the 
evaluation area, directed for the Unit by Stephen Green, had 
revealed a complex of features that aerial photography had 
shown only a small percentage of the archaeological 
features present, it was decided that a large-scale 
programme of machine trial trenching was required. (MK19 
and MIC223). 

Because of the size of the area to be covered, a pattern of 
trenches at 20 m centres 'was followed. On the whole the 
result was disappointing, as much of the area, particularly 
the lower slopes nearer the river, proved to be devoid of 
features, and alr of the features indicated by aerial 
photography were Shown to be of geological origin. The 
features that were located were concentrated in an area to 
the north and north-east. of Stephen Green's excavation, 
occupying the north end of a plateau, largely removed by 
gravel extraction, overlooking the river valley. 

Whilst the features to the north of the 1970s excavation 
appeared to be contemporary with the earlier phases of that 
site, 'those to the north-east proved to be of late Iron Age 
date, suggesting a hitherto unsuspected continuation of 
occupation, as well as a shift in the focus of settlement This 
confirms the results of a small trial excavation carried out 
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for the Unit by Roy Adkins in 1975, following a geophysical 
survey of the area now being trenched (MIC318). 

Of particular interest among the features located was a well 
of late Iron Age date. This consisted of a pit 3.2 in in 
diarneter and 1.2 m deep, cut into the gravel subsoil (Fig. 4). 
Access to this had-been by a wOoden ladder 600mm wide, 
of which parts of the sides, as well as tWo 'lungs, remained 
in situ. Little pottery was recovered from the fill of the Well, 
suggesting that it remained in use throughout the occupation 
of the site, thoug,h it is hoped that analysis of sediments taken 
from its fill may proVide useful environmental information.' 

On completion of the evaluation, the site was backfilled. No 
further work is envisaged until the construction of city grid 
road H10, Great Brickhill Street, across part of the site in 
1990, when a programme of salvage excavation is planned 
following topsoil stripping by road contractors. 

Wavendon Gate - Iron Age, Roman and Saxon 
settlement report. 
P.J.Hart 

NB. Letters appearing in brackets in the text refer to 
locations on the accompanying site plan. (Fig. 5) 

Introduction 

The discovery and evaluation of this site were described in 
some detail in these pages last year (Williams R.J., 1989, 
18- 21). Between April and November 1989, a full 
excavation of the site was undertaken by Milton Keynes 
Archaeological Unit on behalf of Milton Keynes 
Development Corporation and Buckinghamshire County 
Council. Over twenty field technicians and four supervisory 
staff were employed and-a number of volunteers taken on. 

An area of almost 35,000 sq m was stripped of topsoil to 
reveal three distinct sub-sites: a late-Iron Age settlement to 
the north of the new Walton' road; an early- to mid-Roman 
enclosure with subséquent Saxon evidence to the south of 
Mat road and finally, a sequence of early- to mid-Roman 
ditches to the south of the old Walton road (Fig 5). This latter 
sequence eventually proved to be a part of the larger Roman 
settlement to the north. ' 

The excavation had been scheduled to finish at the end of 
September 1989..Underideal conditions, a site of this size 
and complexity would demanda se. ason far in excess of the 
six months permitted by the development programme. 
Ironically, the collapse of the housing market meant that, by 
September, the proposed development that had prompted 
the excavation had been deferred. The limited funds then 
available meant that the Unit was not in a position to take 
full advantage of this and only one extra month of work with 
a very small team was possible. 

However, within the seven month season, most of the 
features were sectioned by hand and a Kubota mini-digger, 
hired for the duration of the excavation proved very useful 
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in dealing with the more substantial ditches. A thorough 
enviromnental sampling strategy was alsO implemented, 
including a programme of wet sieving for residue analysis. 

At the end of AugUst, several thousand visitOrs attended an 
open'weekend organised in çonjunction with the unit's 
medieval excavation at Westbury. For this occasion, a full: 
size reconstruction of a late Iron Age roundhouse was built 
by thé excavation team and a kiln was constructed and fired 
by a professional potter. 

Apart from a small collection of unstratified worked flints, 
there was nothing to suggest any occupation of the site 
before the late Iron Age. 

Late Iron Age Seftlement 

The full extent of Iron Age occupation covered an area 180 
m by 70 m and included at least four major enclosuresand 
seven defmite roundhouses. There were aLso four possible 
roundhouse ditches as well as numerotis pits and gullies, a 
possible droveway and a small iron-WOrking area. 

There were three clear phases. (i) The earliest stage of the 
settlement was an oval enclosure 24 m by-34 in (A); this 
appeared to be associated with two parallel ditches running 
away to the north-West (interpreted as a droveway). There 
were no discemible features within the enclosure and this, 
together with the droveway, suggests an animal pen. 

Within the same phase, there was a sequence of three 
roundhouses (B) Cutting each its predeceaior. None of these 
were contained within an enclosure. The drainage 
houses were between 11 and 12m in diameterexcept for the 
earliest in the sequence, which consisted of two concentric 
gullies 11.5 and 12.5 m in diameter. 

Although no stratigraphic relationship could be shown 
between the earliest enclosure and these houses they all 
precede the 'earliest part of phase two and some relationship 
is therefore suggested. 

Phase one gave way to a rectangular enclosure 30 by 75 
m (C) whose ditch cut all the roundhouse gullies associated 
with phase one. The enclosure ditch wa.s up to a metre deep 
and over two metres wide. A less substantial ditch (D) 
subdivided this enclosure into two sectiens; one 50 by 30m 
and the other 25 by 30. In the larger (and northernmost) there 
were at least two roundhouses as well as a series of pits 
containing burnt material. This appears to represent a 
common Iron Age pattern, an occupation area with a 
separate adjoining stock enclosure. All of the burnt pits were 
contained in the occupation area as would be expected, 
although none of the houses showed any evidence for 
hearths or occupation surfaces; these had obviously been 
ploughed out. 

A large rectangular ditched enclosure 45 m wide and at 
least 65 (but no more than 90) m long (E) contained at least 
two roundhouses.The penannular drainage gully for one of 
these had been mcut twice and had a diameter of 13 m. The 



:Fig. 4. Late Iron Age wellfound at Oakgrove. 

25 



Fig. 5. Roman and Iron Age settlement at Wavendon Gate. 

26 



ditch surrounding this enclosure was considerably less 
substantial than the enclosure ditches in the two preceding 
stages, being only one metre wide and less than half a metre 
deep. 

Other features. As would be expected, there are a number of 
features which cannot be satisfactorily fitted into this system 
of phases: 

In addition to the seven roundhouses already mentioned, 
there are another four penannular gullies surviving to 
vdrious degrees, one of which had been recut twice; 

A little to the north of the focus of settlement was an iron 
working area (F) consisting of a smelting hearth and an area 
of dumped slag; 

As well as the main enclosures, there were a number of 
small enclosures and linear ditches which are obviously 
major parts of one or ot.her phase including, at the extreme 
western edge of the settlement, a pair of enclosures each 
approximately 14 m sq side by side and sharing a common 
central boundary ditch. 

This is clearly a complex and fairly long-lived settlement 
although the problems of precisely dating late Iron Age 
pottery make it impossible to be specific about the beginning 
and the end of the settlement's life. The focus of settlement 
appears to have moved slowly eastwards, each major phase 
of occupation representing the standard late Iron Age pattern 
of houses and associated stock enclosure. 

Belgic Occupation. 

Although many features produced Belgic pottery, evidence 
for structures or occupation from this period was 
characteristically vague and must await more detailed 
analysis of the pottery. 

Early- to Mid-Roman Settlement 

The Roman settlement was contained within a substantial 
enclosure (G) whose ditch ranged between three and four 
metres in width and was up to 2 m deep. The enclosure was 
subdivided into two roughly equal sections by a ditch of 
similar proportions. Within this, there were a number of sub- 
enclosures. No entrance was located. 

The precise size of this enclosure remains a matter of some 
speculation. The northern edge was clearly located during 
the 1988 evaluation and the 1989 excavation confinned the 
position of the east and west sides. However, the length of 
these sides and the consequent position of the southem edge 
is not certain. During the evaluation, there was found to be 
a possibility that the eastem side of the enclosure turned 
westwards under the old Walton Road If this were so, the 
enclosure would be rectangular, 150 by 70 ny. 

However, during the 1989 excavation, evidence for the 
continuation of the settlement to the south was found. To the 
south east were two successive D-shaped enclosures (H) 
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each containing a T-shaped corn drying oven, one of which 
had been constructed behind a small windbreak. Adjacent 
to these, was an L-shaped section of ditch which appeared 
to be the south-east corner of an enclosure. This was aligned 
with the main enclosure. , although the ditches-differed in 
character. In the early weeks of 1990, trenching to the 
south-west revealed two ditches (I & J) which might have 
been the south and west sides of the larger enclosure but this 
was not conclusive. As can be seen from the accompanying 
plan, the westernmost of these ditches (J) is particularly hard 
to reconcile with the main enclosure to the north. In this 
larger guise the enclosure would be sub-rectangular, 150 by 
190m. 

Perhaps the most intriguing feature in this already 
complicated site was a large pit (L), seven metres in 
diameter and up to three metres deep, whose lower levels 
were waterlogged. As well as large quantities of wood and 
other organic remains, including a number of leather shoes 
and a wax-filled writing tablet, this pit produced a very well 
preserved carved oak object representing a wheel symbol 
(Fig. 6). This particular symbol has been associated with the 
god Taranis. In the base of the pit was a substantial section 
of elm trunk and running down the south west corner of the 
pit were crude stone steps. 

Adjacent to this pit, as part of a clearly associated complex 
of features was what appeared to be the deliberate burial of 
a cockerel, sealed within a substantial stone packed post 
hole. Archaeologists must necessarily be cautious about 
giving ritual significance to features to which no utilitarian 
function can be ascribed. None of the obvious pit functions 
(rubbish disposal, water collection, clay extraction etc) seem 
to apply in this case. The association with Taranis coupled 
to the apparent foundation deposit do make some son of 
votive purpose for the pit a distinct possibility in this case. 
Elsewhere on the site, there were two particular occurrences 
that seem to point towards some religious ptnpose; to the 
west of the large pit, two horse skulls had been laid side by 
side in a ditch which seemed to have been deliberately 
backfilled and nearby, a small early-fourth century 
greyware pot had been set into a ditch. 

At this stage, any suggestions of votive functions are 
extremely tenuous and must depend on further specialist 
analysis. 

Although a possible Belgic roundhouse was found within 
the enclosure, evidence for any subsequent early-Roman 
buildings 'was markedly absent. However, adjacent to the 
waterlogged pit, were three penannular gullies of mid- to 
late-Roman date implying the continuation of the Iron 
Age/Belgic roundhouse building tradition. A spread of 
stone, again adjacent to the pit, could possibly represent a 
ploughed-out structure, but the lack of suitable building 
stone in an area of clay geology would more than account 
for the lack of any substantive evidence for stone buildings. 



Early first century Kihis 

Within the main enclosure, there were two early first century 
kilns, one (Ki) a simple circular structure with a central 
pedestal (Swan V.G., 1984, 77, fig. xvii) and one (K2) 
sub-rectangular with a paired rectangular pedestal (op cit. 
69 fig. ix). The latter contained some early- to inid-first 
century pottery, while the ditches adjacent to both Idlns 
contained large quantities of waste sherds. 

Second Century Cremation Cemetery and Possible 
Roman Inhumation Cemetery 

These two features have aheady been described (Williams 
R.J. op cit). No further cremations were found adjacent to 
the cemetery and the area identified in 1988 (M) must 
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Fig. 6. Carved Oak object from waterlogged pit. 

therefore represent its full extent. However, four first 
century cremations were found in two groups of two, 35 m 
west and 50 m north west of the cemetery respectively. 
These cremations included a very fine mica-dusted folded 
beaker. In addition to these there were three undated 
cremations in the confines of, but not necessarily part of the 
late Iron Age settlement. The relationship of all of these to 
the cemetery remains unclear. 

No further inhumations were found to add to those identified 
in 1988 (N) and the hoped for late Roman cemetery failed 
to materialise. 
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Saxon Occupation Post-medieval pottery kilns at Emmanuel Church, 
. Chesham 

The majority of the evidence for Saxon occupation was 
identified during evaluation of the site in 1988 (Williams, 
op cit. 20). During the 1989 excavation, a small amount of 
evidence was added to this. The early Saxon pottery that had 
appeared in the upper levels of the ditch at the northern edge 
of the Roman enclosure was also found in the upper levels 
of the east and west sides of that..enclosure, and in a small 
pit towards the centre of the enclosure, a worked bone thread 
picker was located (this should be considered in conjunction 
with the annular day loom weight found in 1988). In 1988, 
a possible Sunken Featured Building had been identified, 
cut into the top of the main enclosure and during 1989, 
extremely tenuous evidence for a second Saxon structure 
was found - one of a pair of possibly associated postholes 
5m apart contained a number of early Saxon sherds. 

Elsewhere in the Milton Keynes area, evidence for Saxon 
structures has been shown to be highly ephemeral and it 
seems plausible to suggest that occupation was more 
extensive than the meagre evidence suggests. Beyond this 
generalisation, our understanding of the Saxon phase of 
settlement seems likely to remain vague. 

Condiasions. 

For almost two decades, the Milton Keynes Unit has 
followed a poliCy of thorough fieldwork coupled to the total 
excavation of major sites. Within this context, the 
excavation of Wavendon Gate will help to complete the 
picture of Iron Age settlement patterns already built up from 
other excavations (Pennylancis, Furzton and Bancroft), and 
it is hoped that the evidence for Iron Age land use recendy 
uncovered at Westbury will add to this. Evidence from 
Wavendon Gate should also complement that from Bancroft 
where evidence for continuity of settlement from the 
late-lron Age to the early-Saxon period was also found; the 
additional Belgic phase at Wavendon is especially important 
in this regard. 

The excavation will be published in full in a forthcoming 
volume of the Records of Buckinghamshire (Milton Keynes 
Archaeology) Monograph Series. 
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Stanley and Pauline Cauvain 

Introduction 

Limited investigations in 1972 by the Chess Valley 
Archaeological and Historical Society on a piece of open 
ground adjacent to Emmanuel Church Chesham (late 
Victorian) revealed large quantities of pottery related to a 
pottery kiln of late seventeenth or early eighteenth century 
date. 

The remaining open ground adjacent to the church was 
scheduled for development at the beginning of April 1989 
and at short notice the opportunity became available for a 
limited planned excavation and investigations associated 
with the cutting of the contractor's footings trenches. 

The Kilns 

The remains of two kilns were revealed when the 
contractor's footings trench cut through them a few hours 
before the concrete arrived. Little remained of lciln 1 (Fig 1) 
which was mostly represented by a patch of burnt clayey soil 
on which there were fragmentary patches of burnt mortar. 
In one area sufficient of the burnt mortar survived to show 
the impressions of the bricks which has been set on it. Since 
there was no extant bricicwork it is not possible to elaborate 
on the ldln construction though there is no reason to suppose 
that the construction style would be different to kiln 2. 

The lack of extant bricicwork for kiln 1 suggests that it may 
have been deliberately dismantled, perhaps to retrieve 
usable bricks for another kiln. Certainly the presence of a 
pair of post-holes cut duough the remains of the kiln floor 
reinforces this view. Two isolated post-holes hardly malce a 
building but it is possible that they are associated with a 
drying shed, standing as they do near the second of the ldlns. 

Sufficient of lciln 2 remained for its construction details to 
be elucidated. The kiln floor was constructed by first placing 
a layer of mortar onto the clayey soil and setting closely 
packed, rectangular bricks onto the mortar. On top of the 
kiln floor a roughly circular kiln, 1 m in diameter, was built 
using similar bricks to the floor. The wall of the kiln was 
made of two concentric rings of bricks held together with 
clay and remained standing to a height of 30cm. Many of 
the bricks in the outer ring were broken and had traces of 
mortar on their surfaces indicating re-use; perhaps they were 
from the dismantling of kiln 1. A loose fill of broken bricks, 
tiles, flint and soil was packed around the outer wall of the 

There was only certain evidence for one flue with kiln 2. The 
bricicwork at the side of the flue comprised a single line of 
rectangular bricks aligned with the bricks on the floor so that 
the flue entered the kiln at a tangent. The length of the flue 
could not be detennined as the contractors had cut away the 



Fig. 1. Post-Medieval pottery kiln at Emmanuel Church Chesham 



end when laying in a new drainage pipe on the edge of the 
development site. Where the flue entered the kiln many of 
the bricks were vitrified. 

On the opposite side of the kiln to the flue there was a break 
in the kiln wall and some of the floor was also missing. This 
gap was probably not an awdliary flue but rather the result 
of modern disturbances notably the digging and 
construction of the drainage system which first revealed 
material in 1972. Relatively little pottery was recovered 
from what remained undisturbed of kiln 2, though a broken, 
waste "tyg", a small cup coated with an almost black glaze, 
sat on the floor of the kiln. The fill of kiln 2 comprised 
mostly shattered bricks and soil, suggesting that it was 
allowed to decay "naturally" after it fell out of use. 

The Cobbled Yard 

To the immediate north of the kilns there was a cobbled yard 
comprising a thin layer of flints and soil, between 10 and 
20cm thick Them were no clear features associated with the 
cobbled yard, although there was one possible shallow 
post-hole and suggestions of two others, but they formed no 
discernable pattern. A few pieces of pottery, mainly 
imitations of Cistercian-type wares, suggested a 
construction date in the first half of the seventeenth century. 
One piece of pottery was a cup base with the imprinted ring 
of another on it and indicated the likelihood of a nearby kiln 
operating in the early seventeenth century. 

The cobbled yard was revealed to varying degrees in a series 
of trial pits across the site and covered an area of at least 160 
sq m. A short time after the yard was constructed broken and 
waste pottery and tiles were dumped onto the surface. The 
pottery dump remained standing to a maximum height of 
30cm. The dump spread over the most definite of the 
possible post- holes in the cobbled yard. The main pottery 
forrns in the dump were similar to those previously observed 
from the site and are likely to date to the middle or second 
half of the seventeenth century, though some earlier pieces 
were present. In addition to the waste tile and pottery, there 
were a number of roughly-made bricks, some with streaks 
of glaze on them, probably from the fabric of one of the 
adjacent ldlns. 

The Ceramic Material and the Date of the Kilns 

A detailed study of the pottery has still to be undertaken but 
it is possible to make some general comments about the 
assemblage. Many of the pottery forms are similar to those 
previously observed and include pots, bowls, dishes, plates 
and costrels (Cauvain and Cauvain 1979). White-wares, of 
a type similar to those from Potters Row, Great Missenden, 
were noted previously but not in such quantity as in this 
assemblage, showing that they were indeed made on the site. 

Many broken tiles were noted on the site and a large sample 
was retained. Large numbers of these tiles had been used as 
wedges during pottery production, as shown by extensive 
glazing. Several, almost complete but distorted roof-tiles, 
with peg holes, and several examples of two or more tiles 
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fused together suggest that tile making was also carried out 
on site. Tiles are usually fired in rectangular kilns like the 
one recently excavated at Joiners Close, Ley Hill (Farley 
1988), but there was no trace of such a kiln, unless it was the 
dismantled kiln 

It is clear that a whole range of tygs were being made on the 
site. Copies of Cistercian-type wares were not present in the 
material previously available for examination. Since the 
previous assemblage had been subjected to some -§orting it 
is possible that examples of such wares had been removed 
and, regrettably, much of the previous assemblage has been 
lost. 

It is clear from a preliminary examination of the ceramic that 
a seventeenth century date is more likely than an eighteenth 
century one. The copies of the Cistercian-type wares suggest 
an earlier rather than later seventeenth century date but since 
these wares have relatively long production lives they 
cannot be 'dated with certainty. At present it would be 
appropriate to do no more than suggest a starting date for 
pottery production at Emmanuel Church some time after the 
first quarter of the seventeenth century but certainly by the 
middle of the same century. 
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A Medieval site in Priory Road, High Wycombe, 
Bucks 

Pauline and Stanley Cauvain 

Introduction 

The site was located behind the Wesley Methodist Church 
in High Wycombe, adjacent to and south of the railway line 
on the side of a hill overlooking the nearby Parish Church 
to the south. At some time in the recent past material had 
been brought onto the site to level it for tennis courts. At the 
tirne of the investigation the recent material was about 1.5m 
deep. 

Investigations in the footings trenches of a modern 
development on the site revealed that a level platform had 
been cut into the natural chalk hillside in the medieval period 
and extended over an area of at least 18 sq m. The Only 
feature associated with this platform was a single stake-hole 
sectioned by the builders trench. The platform was covered 
with a brown soil about 0.6m deep containing medieval 
pottery, animal bone and fragments of broken chalk. Nearby 
the location of a probable well also containing medieval 
pottery was noted. 



The Finds 

A total of 154 pottery sherd.s, including 5 rims, were 
recovered but since many of them exhibited fresh breaks due 
to the recent building activity the number of vessels 
represented was probably not more than 25 or so. The 
pottery forms included glazed jugs and storage jars. 

The pottery fabric was fairly hard in texture with large 
numbers of small sized quartz grains, mostly less than 
0.5mm with occasional grains up of lmm in size. Many of 
the sherds were from pots fired under reducing conditions 
with black and grey colours predominating, though some 
more oxidised brown and orange colours were present. Most 
of the pottery had a grey coloured core. Glaze colours were 
mostly light green or yellow-green. 

There were three pieces of tile in a similar fabric to the 
pottery but with a heavy dusting of very small quartz grains 
on one side. Two of the tiles had small patches of mortar 
adhering to them suggesting that they were derived from a 
wall or floor. 

A quantity of animal bones were recovered from the brown 
soil associated with the platform. Cattle, sheep and pig were 
all present. Three bones exhibited lmife marks and three 
others deliberate butchering marks. Two further pieces of 
bone had been burnt. 
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Dating the Finds 

There are two main problems when trying to date the fmds, 
one is the restricted nature of the investigation and the 
second is the lack of comparative material from medieval 
High Wycombe. The pottery forms, limited though they are, 
suggest a date between the later twelfth and earlier thirteenth 
centuries. The pottery is wheel-thrown and likely to have 
been made locally at some, as yet, unlocated kiln. The fabric 
is harder and less sandy in texture than either of the 
fourteenth century industries at Denham and Penn/Tylers 
Green. The material from Priory Road has some similarities 
with the coarse, sand-tempered, wheel-thrown grey wares 
known from kiln sites and occupation sites in South 
Hertfordshire and Middlesex from the late twelfth to the 
mid-thirteenth centuries. 

Conclusions 

The site in Priory road is some way north of the location of 
the early medieval market place in High Wycombe and 
appears to have been located on land of the Godstow fee. In 
the early thirteenth century the Abbess of Godstow had a 
group of faim buildings and a vicarage standing on the land 
and undoubtedly the fmds are associated with one of these 
buildings. 
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INTRODUCTION 

Changes affecting the central administration of the 
Northamptonshire County Council, together with the 
commercialism now prevalent in areas of local government 
working and the rise of "contract" archaeology, "make the 
Unit's future one of uncertainty and challenge. In response, 
several important steps have been taken to meet the 
requirements for both the management and recording of the 
county's historic environment 

The formation of the Contracts Section in the past year and 
its successful operation in a competitive environment 
provide a sound basis for the future conduct of fieldwork 
with its growing proportion of commercial evaluation and 
recording. Although results must be achieved within the 
framework of competitive budgets and strict timetables, the 
section has set a high standard of work which benefits from 
detailed local knowledge. In addition to grant-aided projects 
for English Heritage, recent woik has included a series of 
projects for developers in and around Northampton, 
together with other similar fieldwork at Fawsley, Great 
Doddington, and VVoodford. Brian Dix is assisted in the 
management of the section by Mike Shaw and Dave 
Windell. 

. . 

The Curatorial Section led by Glenn Foard exercises the 
Unit's planning and monitoring functions, together with 
aspects of heritage interpretation and work with local 
schools. In order to enhance the record of the historic 
environment a programme of ancient woodland survey was 
initiated in 1989 as a supplement to the existing strategy of 
aerial survey. At the same time watching briefs and limited 
excavations v./ere undertaken in various threat- situations 
where there was no developer-funding. 

FIELDWORK 

Braddey 
(SP 58353685) - G.Cadman 

A number of archaeological features were observed_ during 
the excavation of an underground supennaricet car park 
between Manor Road and Market Place. The earliest 
included a pit ccintaining 13th to 15th century potterv and a 
pit or cellar with 12th to 14th century pottery. All the 
features are thought to have been situated within the backs 
of tenements fronting Market Place. 
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Brac.kley; former Station Goods Yard 
(SP 58503650) - G Cadman 

The former railway station goods yard was the location of a 
.watching brief during extensive redevelopment in 1989. A 
small quantity of medieval pottery was recovered from 
archaeological horizons exposed in a sewer trench close to 
the eastern edge of the site. Exposed at a depth in excess of 
1.5m these horizons appear to relate to the low lying 
medieval tenement occupation identified in 1984 during 
unpublished excavation adjacent to the site of St James' 
churchyard. There was no indication of any archaeological 
survival within the western part of the development. 

Brackley, Brackley Park 
(SP 58753725) - G Cadman 

Bracldey Park contains the site of the tovvn's only medieval 
tenements not to have been built upon in modern times. A 
watching brief in May 1989 during the replacement of play 
equipment within the south-eastern corner of the park 
recorded the presence of a small pit, postholes and other 
features together with medieval pottery. The features 
represent activity within the backs of medieval tenements 
fronting High Street. 

Brixworth Bypass (Fig. 1) 
SP 751698- M Shaw 

A watching brief was maintained during the construction of 
the Brixworth bypass as it passed through a field in which 
worked flints and Saxon pottery had been previously 
discovered by Paul Martin and David Hall. A short salvage 
excavation was mounted when Saxon features were 
revealed during topsoil-stripping and led to the recording of 
two timber buildings. The structures were each post-built 
and aligned east-west, running parallel .with a nearby ditch. 
Neither plan was recovered completely: one building was c 
5.4m wide and over 7m long, the other was 5.9m by at least 
12m. Early/middle Saxon pottery was found within each 
structure in addition to its presence in features to the north. 

SP 74986914 - G Cadman 

Salvage recording identified concentrations of stone 
including a possible cobbled area and cut features associated 
with unstratified pottery of the 2nd- 4th centuries AD. 
Nearby ditches identified in roadside drainage cuts 
contained Roman and Belgic-type pottery suggesting the 
existence of a rectilinear ditched network oriented 
approximately north-south by east-west. 
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Catesby, Newbold DMV 
(SP 517606) - G Cadman 

Fieldwalking using 30m x 20m transects and stints was 
undertaken in April 1989 on the site of the medieval village 
of Newbold prior to it being placed under "set aside" pasture. 
In addition to a large collection of medieval pottery small 
quantities of late Saxon and early/middle Saxon pottery 
were recovered, with the latter concentrated along the 
eastern fringe of the medieval village and suggesting a 
longevity of activity not previously recorded. 

Fig. 1. 
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Cottesbrooke, All Saints Church 
(SP 710735) - G Cadrnan 

A watching brief was carried out in August and September 
1989 during the construction of new drains around the 
church and across the graveyard. No trace of the demolished 
north transept was noted in the trenches which otherwise 
provided the opportunity to record the offset foundations of 
individual buttresses, the reuse of woriced stone, and two 
brick vaults. A small quantity of unstratified medieval 
pottery, together with two sherds of early/middle Saxon 
pottery (one of Ipswich ware), were recovered in addition to 
floor tile which included at least two medieval pieces 
decorated with cream-coloured inlay. 

715 71/ 
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Brixworth Bypass showing sites discovered and Saxon 
sites previously known in the parish. 
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Easton Maudit, Horn Wood 
(centre SP 898577) G Cadman 

An archaeological reconnaissance was initiated in 
September 1989 in advance of a tree-felling programme. A 
small rectilinear structure, probably that previously 
excavated by G Clayson during the 1960s (unpublished), 
was located at c SP 89825754. It measured c 4.26m x 8.43m 
and is believed to be of medieval origin. At c SP 89645758 
a large sub-circular enclosure originally identified by 
Clayson was recorded. The earthwork comprises an 
enclosing ditch with traces of an internal bank. Though 
undated, it is possibly of pie- woodland origin. 

&ton 
(SP 833633) - G Cadman 

Fieldwalldng using 30 m x 20 m transects and stints was 
undertaken in November 1989 as part of an educational 
project. The investigated area lay to the east of the modern 
village; documentary sources show that its western fringe 
was occupied by tenements in the 18th century. The results 
from the survey suggest that the tenements had also been 
occupied during the medieval period, with earlier activity 
possibly denoted by a small quantity of early Saxon pottery. 

Fawsley Hall 
(SP 56105675) - P O'Hara and-B Dix 

An archaeological evaluation was carried out on behalf of 
38 Building Ltd in order to determine the extent and nature 
of any below-ground remains which might be affected by 
proposals for remodelling and extension of the south-west 
wing of Fawsley Hall. The hall is the best example of late 
medieval domestic architecture to have survived in 
Northamptonshire and the present house dating from c 1500 
is thought to occupy the site of a previous dwelling of the 
ICnightley-family who were continuous owners from 1416 
until 1932: Archaeological remains of both contemporary 
and earlier structures might thus lie in the vicinity, together 
with evidence for other episodes of previous land-use and 
history. 

Work was undertaken at the site in November 1989 and 
comprised the excavation of two trenches in the area of a 
former range incorporating kitchen and other service-rooms 
(Fig. 2). Trench A, to the south of the existing house, 
Contained a series of drains and other features relating to 
previous garden-works and landscaping in the 18th or 19th 
century. Trench B was located across the main axis of the 
service-range and revealed part of the walls of such, though 
no floor levels had survived. No medieval or earlier features 
were identified with certainty, despite pieces of Roman and 
medieval pottery occurring as residual material among the 
finds in each trench. 
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Great Doddington 
B Dix 

An archaeological assessment wa.s carried out for Hampton 
Keynes Investments Ltd between February-June 1989 on 
land off Wllby Way, Wellingborough, where planning 
application hgui been made to develop the sue as a golf 
course and for other non-residential and residential uses. 
The application area lies at the north end of Great 
Doddington paiish beside the south-western outskirts of 
Wellingborough and contains the remains of an Iron Age 
enclosure at c SP 882658. The site was discovered by air 
photography and was partially excavated in 1979 during 
construction of the adjacent A45-road (cfNorthamptonshire 
Archaeol, 16 (1981), pp 65-72). Evidence for the 
commencement of occupation was dated from the 3rd-2nd 
centuries BC, with liter settlement including the 
construction of a major defended enclosure which recent 
interpretation suggests may have been used as the home of 
late Iron Age aiistocracy and possibly formed a focus of 
wealth and power in the tribal region. 

Fieldwalking of the surrounding fields showed them to be 
largely devoid of archaeological sites but approximately 350 
shenis of Iron Age pottery were collected from the surface 
of the field containing the known seulement, with the 
majority occurring in an area of 1.75 ha to the north of the 
excavated enclosure. The greatest concentrations of pottery 
were found towards the centre of the scatter and included a 
total of 31 sherds from a single 20m stint. Most of the pottery 
comprises a coarse shelly fabric of middle Iron Age type, 
but a few pieces may date to later in the Iron Age period. 

Trial trenching was subsequently carried out on parts of the 
pottery scatter in order to identify the nature and state of 
preservation of any underlying archaeological remains at 
both the centre and towards the edges of the distribution. 
Several of the surface findspots correlated with a series of 
below-ground remains. The identified features were mostly 
those of enclosure ditches and other boundaries, and their 
distribution over a wide area is consistent with an 
interpretation of former use as part of an agricultural site, 
comprising settlement and attendant field-system. While 
individual concentrations might denote areas of former 
habitation, occupation was most clearly suggested by the 
apparent occurrence of horizontal stratification. Such 
instances are probably rare, however, and most remains 
were truncated and only recognisable where they cut into 
the subsoil. Comparison between the assemblages of 
roughly contemporary pottery known previously from the 
region and the diagnostic pieces among the 130 or so 
provenanced sherds from the trial trenching indicates that a 
proportion of them date from an early stage in the middle 
Iron Age and probably belong in the period centred around 
the 4th century BC. 



Work continued in advance of proposed garden-restoration 
at the English Heritage guardianship site (cf SMA, 19 (1989), 
pp 25-7). In addition to confirming details of the late 
17th-century parterre-design in the Great Garden, other 
investigation in front of the ball located the foundations of 
a wall which marked the southern boundary of a separate 
garden. Further excavation is planned during 1990. 

Guilsborough 
(SP 67467290) - G Cadman 

A limited evaluation of an earthwork enclosure was 
undertaken in July 1989. The work was carried out at short 
notice in connection with an appeal by the site-owners 
against the refusal of planning permission for residential 
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Fig. 2. 

The village of Guilsborough is situated 8 miles to the 
north-west of Northampton on a ridge of Northampton Sand. 
The site, comprising pasnue paddocks, occupies a high 
point at c 170m OD adjacent to the west side of the village. 
It was fonnerly an impressive earthwork and the presence 
of an enclosure bounded by a bank and ditch was first 
doctunented in the works of early county antiquaries who 
suggested that it formed part of a Roman settlement (cf 
RCHME, Archaeological Sites in North-West 
Northamptonshire (1981), pp 95-6). Other speculation has 
pondered the prehistoric or Anglo-Saxon origins and use of 
the enclosure. The site was subject to levelling during the 
19th century and most recently in 1947 when substantial 
parts of the bank were demolished Skeletons and Roman 
pottery have been found during the last two centuries. The 
original extent of the broadly rectilinear enclosure was 
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Gretton, ICirby Hall development on part of the area containing the earthworks. 
(SP 925927) - B Dix The appeal was subsequendy refused. 
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probably c 200m east-west by 125m north-south and parts 
of the perimeter are still traceable as low or indistinct 
earthworks. 

The evaluation was confined to that part of the enclosure, 
principally its north-western half, which lay within the 
proposed development. The major objectives were to 
establish its date and function. In view of the Very limited 
time which was available three 1.55 m wide trenchis were 
opened by machine: one across the enclosure perimeter and 
two within it. With a total length of c 90m these represented 
a sample of only 1% of the application, area. Following 
cleaning by had the archaeological features were sampled 
to provide information regarding their character, date, and 
condition. 

In the two trenches opened within the enclosure a layer of 
compact sandy soil below the topsoil contained very small 
amounts of Iron Age pnttery, but apart from a single hollow 
or small pit no significant features were . recorded. By 
contrast, several major features were disclosed by the trench 
across the northern perimeter, of the enclosure. They 

Fig. 3. 
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included a large ditch at least 14 m wide at its upper edges 
and over 3.5 m deep. An earth and stone rubble rampart 
along the inside edge was of at least two phases of 
construction, with the laying of the earliest dump appearing 
to respect a palisade at the rear. Three substantial postholes 
_were contained laterally within the rampart. Underlying the 
rampait, as well as being cut by the ditch; was a buried soil 
of brown sih loam up to 0.3 m thick. An initial evaluation 
of this soil suggests that its palaeoenvironrnental potential 
is poor. Sherds of Iron Age pottery were recovered from the 
ditch and from the buried soil and ramparts. Following its 
initial silting the ditçh was subject to two main phases of 
deliberate infilling, both of which appear to be relatively 
recent. 

The scale of construction of' the ditch and accompanying 
rampart indicates .the existence of a substantial defended 
enclosure, while comparison between the character of its 
defences and those of Iron Age hillforts in the county 
suggests that the Guilsborough enclosuri can be identified 
as a previously unknown site of that class. There are hints 
that the structure of the ramparts may closely parallel those 



excavated at Hunsbury billion Where both a palisade slot 
and a box rampait - type of construction were identified 
(D Jackson; pers comm; cf SMA, 19 (1989), p 27). Despite 
the destruction of the upper parts of the ramparts, 
preservation at Guilsborough appears-to be -high and niay 
even exceed that of Hunsbury in ternis of the survival of the 
entire width of the ditch and rampart. -Precise dating of the 
defences is restricted bY the absence of diagnostic pottery, 
though the recoirery of sherds within the buried soil' in 
addition to the rampart and ditch suggests the potential for 
close dating may exist. 

Whilst the evaluation was successful in producing 
information re' garding the perimeter of the enclosure', the 
same cannot be said for the details of either the exterior or 
interior. Both areas remain inadequately understood and the 
origins of the layer within the interior are obscure. While it 
could be the result. of the levelling out of the ramparts it 
might equally be the product of other activity. 

Harlestone 
(SP 70036442). G Cadman 

The infilled cellars of the former Harlestone House were 
exposed temporarily before destruction by the construction 
of a new golf club in September 1989. The missive stone 
walls, floor, and stairs of the cellars had survived the 
demolition of the house superstructure in 1939-40. 

Hellidon, Hellidon Lakes 
(SP 50365787) - G Cadman 

Inspection of Helliclon Lakes golf course during initial 
-landscaping in October 1989 noted a series of six prominent 
terraces on a north-facing slope. They are thought to be the 
result of either cultivation or undated limestone-quarrying. 

Higham Ferrers 
B Dix 

An archaeological evaluation was initiated in 1989 for the 
Duchy of Lancaster within an extensive area of mainly 
arable farm land situated to the north of Higham Ferrers 
between the A45 bypass and the proposed A6 bypass. The 
area contains several -complex archaeological sites known 
chiefly from cropmark evidence and also lies in close 
proximity to a Roman settlement which was partially 
excavated in 1961 during the construction of adjacent 
housing. 

A detailed fieldwallcing investigation has been made of the 
entire area prior to further study by geophysical survey and 
selective trial trenching. Heavy concentrations of Roman 
pottery in the fields to the north of the previously recorded 
settlement demonstrate its former extent (Fig. 3) and include 

, discrete stone-scatters which might denote the presence of 
individual buildings associated with a series of enclosures 
showing in cropmark. The date-range of the surface finds is 
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chiefly from the nfid-2nd to the 4th centuries AD, which is 
consistent with the eviderice of the stratified sequence 
recovered previously. 

As with those results, however, there is also the suggestion 
of some form of overlying early Saxon occupation. A 
separate distribution of early Saxon pottery has been located 
to the south-east Its occurrence as a major concentration 
may denote the nucleus of a community in the period from 
the later 5th to the mid-9th centuries, while the pairing 
between the pottery- scatters is analogous to local patterns 
of settlement at that time. The apparent juxtaposition of a 
linear boundary known in cropmark may be significant 

Continuity of land-use and related occupation is implied by 
heavy concentrations of later Saxon and medieval pottery 
which may also attest to shifts in settlement caused by 
subsequent expansion and eventual contraction. 

Ml-Al link road 

The MI-Al link road will run eastwar& from the M1/M6 
motorway interchange at Catthozpe near Rugby to join the 
Al trunk road at Brampton near Huntingdon, with much of 
its ' course passing ' through NeithaMpionshire (Fig. 4).. 
Within the county its route crosses a Variety of geological. 
and topographical zones including the Avon, Ise, and islene 
valleys, together with clay uplands it the west. 
Road-building began in spring 1989 with the 
commencement of work on Contract .6 between Cranford, 
near Kettering, and 'Thrapston. Work on Contract 7 to the 
east of Thrapston commenced later in the year. The 
following summaries refer to archaeological fieldwork 
undertaken during the programme of Contract 6 and include 
the results from pre-emptive sa$,age excavation and related 
recording in addition to Watching brief and general 
observation. 

Rescue excavation - B Dix and M Holmes 

Cranford St Andrew 
(SP 916764) 

Road-construction at the boundary betiveen the parishes of 
Burton Latimer and Cranford impinged upon thé northern 
e.dge of an extensive surface scatter of Ronian poitery which 

- also included some Iron Age and Anglo-Saxon Material. 
Part of a possible early Saxon erielosure was revealed at the 
edge of the roadWay cét whiCh otherwise exposed a few 
outlying pits of the Roman site. 

Islip 
(centre c SP 98347792) 

An important flint scatter was identified on the north sieve 
of the Cranford Brook in the area cif a finuré interchange and 
link road to Islip. Approzemately 380 worked flints were 
recovered by P Martin diluting fieldwalking in late February 



1989, comprising mostly late Neolithic./early Bronze Age 
types but also including possible Mesolithic pieces. The 
range of artefacts included a tanged-and-bazbed and six 
transverse auowheads as well as fragments of four polished 
axes and one of Langdale rock. Although material occurred 
at either side of the fozmer railway cutting which was to be 
utilised for the new main road, it was c,hiefly concentrated 
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in an area c 120 in x 60 m to the south and beside the eastern 
edge of an arable field. Its disnibiition largely coincided 
with an outcrop of Northampton Sand which continued in 
pasture to the ea.st. Subsequent trenching showed that any 
contemporary features were mostly ploughed out apart from 
possible settlement-elements of shallow ditches and 
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occasional pits which had survived beneath a later headland. 

Watr.hing brief - M Ho' Imes and G Cadman 

Islip 
SP 97357809 

Topsoil-stripping of the road-corridor exposed a close-set 
concentration of limestone and ironstone fragments c 6 m 
x 4 m (east-west). Roughly oval in shape it contained 
pitched stones at its western end. Sections revealed that the 
stones overlay a soft brown sandy silt with small ironstone 
fragments, above which in the centre of the feature was a 
rectangular area of dark material possibly resulting from 
binning. The removal of stones from the western half of the 
feature exposed parts of two possible ditches both aligned 
north-west to south-east. A broadly U-shaped ditch 0.22 m 
deep lay to the north beyond the edge of the stones and 

' appeared stratigraphically to be later. Prehistoric pottery 
was recovered from within and beneath the stones, but in the 
absence of any certain evidence for funerary usage or for the 
presence of contemporary enclosing ditches the function of 
the feature remains uncertain. 

c SP 97757796 to SP 97857795 

A small quantity of unstratified struck flints and a single 
sherd of Roman pottery were recovered following 
topsoil-removal: The pottery sherd may have originated 
from a small pit which was the only feature to be identified. 

c SP 97957790 

Advance diversion work by Anglian Water Authority 
exposed two small ditches orpits in the side of a pipe-trench. 
Seven unstratified sherds of late Iroq Age pottery included 
one of scored/combed ware. 

SP 981779 

Part of a metal cloth- or bale-tag found in the ploughsoil by 
D Gunnett in May 1989 was briefly inspected. 

c SP 98207792 

Iron Age pottery was recovered from the homogeneous dark 
loamy clay fill of a large feature, possibly a small quarry or 
pond, measuring c 21.5 m x 12.5 m. 

SP 987780 

A surface or track of limestone fragments was observed c 
31m to the east of the point where Grange Road crosses a 
small stream. The track, 3.72 m wide, had a slight camber 
and was oriented 32° to magnetic north. No dating evidence 
was recovered. 

Thrapston 
(TL 00597800) 

A roadside drainage ditch to the east of the junction between 
the new A605 road and the line of the Ml-Al link road 
revealed a series of features over a length of approximately 
84 m. Two ditches were identified, 4.5 m and 6.5 m wide 
respectively, and one contained a small quantity of Iron Age 
pottery. Both were aligned approximately north-east to 
south-west. They may represent the sides of an enclosure 
since the area between them contained a number of possible 
pits, four postholes, and a ?surface of limestone pieces set 
in dark grey day and sealed by c 0.25 m of subsoil. 

TL 006781 to TL 011782 

Unstratified medieval pottery and struck flints were 
collected following topsoil removal. 

c TL 00707806 

A pit, 1.16 m wide and 0.4m deep, was observed in the side 
of a roadside ditch close to the new A605/M1-Al 
roundabout The pit was filled with dark grey loamy clay 
and contained a small quantity of prehistoric pottery. 

Northampton, Cheyne Walk 
(SP 75976038) - G Cadman 

Watching brief during construction at the rear of nos 4-5 
Cheyne Walk noted up to lm of modem ground disturbance 
but there was no indication of the town's defences which are 
presumed to be hereabout 

Northampton, Maltings (SP 74896032) - G Cadman 

Refurbishment of the Maltings site during 1989 exposed 
riverside deposits of animal bone believed to be associated 
with Post-medieval tanning. A token, probably Flemish of 
the 15th century and with the legend "X SAN GRATI X 
DROIT", was discovered with a sherd of post-medieval 
pottery in one deposit of sheep metapodials and phalanges. 
Although a small quantity of medieval pottery was 
recovered from drainage trenches close to where part of the 
town's tnedieval defences had been located in 1987 (cf SMA, 
18 (1988), p 62), the limited depth of the services precluded 
further investigation. 

Northampton, Switn Street 
(SP 75666016) - M Shaw and S Steadman 

Archaeological evaluation followed by the full excavation 
of a sample area was carried out between June-November 
1989 on c 0.5 ha of land to the east of Swan Street prior to 
the development of a multi-storey car park by Northampton 
Borough Council. Swan Street formerly lay in the south-east 
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comer of medieval Northampton and formed a minor lane 
between the main street of Demgate and the fown-wall. 

Four eValuation trenches were excavated initially: Trench A 
at the south end of Swan Street, Trench C at.the north, and 
Trenches B and D away from the frontage. Apart from 
limited evidence of prehistoric actiVity, settlement in the 
area appears to have begun in the 1 lth centuiy AD and 
continued until the late 13th or 14th centUry. Trenches and 
postholes indicative of timber buildings and/or plot 
bowadaries were recorded in the trenches, which fronted 
Swan Street. At the southern end of the site a possible ditch, 
4.5 m wide by 2 m deep and which had been backfilled in 
the 12th century, could have had a defensive function. 

Following the evaluation a sample area of c 400 sq m was 
excavated at either side of TrenCh A in an attempt to identify 
separate tenements and investigate one completely. Former 
buildings were denoted by small -rectangular ?cellars, 
postlaoles and slots, while a 'series of ditches running at 
right-angles to SWan Street had probably formed Plot 
boundaries. Settlement was attested for the period from the 
12M-14th centUries. The associated buildings, however, 
appear to have been fairly primitive and there was no 
evidence of stone-based structures. 

100 200 
721 I mtrs 

Fig. 5. 
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The area thus seems to have been the focus for low-status 
occupation and was given over to gardens when the town 
shrank in size and importance in the late medieval period. It 
is therefore likely to represent one of the last areas of the 
medieval town to have been settled and one of the first to 
have been abandoned, as might be expected of an area 
adjoining a minor street. 

Northampton, South-west district (Watermills) 
- M Shaw 

Archaeological evaluation was carried out for a consortium 
of developers in an area of some 150 ha at the south-west 
comet of the Northampton Borough district. The local 
cbuntryside is low lying at generally c 70m above Ordnance 
Dattun and is dissected by streams which flow in a north to 
.north-easterly direction into the River Nene; the present day 
drainage is poor with a high water-table. The geology, of the 
area is extremely varied but can be summarised as 

'.comprising glacial sand and gravel to the north-east, with 
Middle Lias silt and silty clay in the centre and.Middle Lias 
marlstone at the south-west; alluvium occurs beside the 
course of the River Nene at theixtrerne north-east and along 
the streams which feed into it. 



All the available fields of the survey area were walked at 30 
m intervals. Only 11 fields out of a potential of 30 could be 
investigated however since much land had been left 
unploughed under the set-aside scheme. None of the 
examined fields yielded large concentrations of material but 
a scatter of 25 worked flints was centred at SP 72055825 
and two or three sherds of early/middle Saxon pottery were 
located in a field at c SP 71855820. 

Trial trenching was undertaken at two sites which had been 
discovered previously by air photography. 

Pineham Barn 

A wide linear cropmark, thought to be part of an enclosure, 
other linear ditches, and two ring ditches c 20 m wide were 
tested. The former was shown to be of geological origin but 
the remainder were archaeological and included additional 
features to those which had shown as cropmarlcs. One ring 
ditch, c 2m wide by c0.3 m deep and enclosing an area 16m 
in diameter, proved to represent the remains of a roundhouse 
with a central hearth. Two other ring ditches are probably 
also roundhouses, together with another revealed by 
subsequent magnetometer-survey. The linear ditches varied 
in width between 0.2-3.5 m. None is thought to be defensive 
and they are all likely to have formed boundaries within 
either the settlement or its fields. The site appears to be that 
of a domestic settlement which associated pottery indicates 
was occupied in the middle to later Iron Age period. 

Brook Farm 

Air photography had previously recorded two complexes of 
cropmarks (Fig. 5): 

in the area of SP 724577 parts of two conjoined 
rectilinear enclosures (Enclosures 1 and 3) with a 
sub-circular enclosure (Enclosure 2), c 20 m in diameter, 
extending into the interior of Enclosure 1 from its eastern 
side; 

part of a separate rectilinear enclosure (Enclosure 4) and 
a linear ditch situated 250m south-east of Enclosures 1-3 in 
the area of SP 725574. 

Trial trenching confirrned the archaeological origin of the 
features and revealed a palisade trench running parallel with 
and 0.6 m inside the ditch of Enclosure 1, together with 
possible postholes within the sub-circular enclosure. 
Occupation can be dated to the middle Iron Age, 4th-2nd 
centuries BC. 

The evidence for settlement in the area as a whole is scant, 
as might be expected of an area which includes no medieval 
or later settlements larger than an individual faim. Indeed, 
the only firm evidence of occupation is that from the middle 
to later Iron Age. This is especially interesting in view of the 
proximity of the hillfort at Hunsbury (2.5 km east and 1.6 km 
north-east of Pineham Bani and Brook Fann respectively), 
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which can be expected to have acted as a centre for the 
surrounding area. 

Radstone, Shortgrove Wood 
(centre SP 605416) - G Cadman 

This ancient replanted woodland is situated on Boulder Clay 
at between c 140-150m above Ordnance Datum and covers 
an area of approximately 35 hectares. An archaeological 
reconnaissance was undertaken in November 1989. A large 
circular or sub-circular moated earthwork up to c 42 m in 
internal diameter was recorded at SP 60576174. An internal 
bank survives intermittently and is preserved to a maximum 
height of 0.75 m. The general form of the enclosure could 
be consistent with it having a pre-woodland origin, 
potentially as early as the Iron Age. An undated bank and 
ditch were noted as being particularly well preserved along 
the western perimeter of the wood. 

Raunds Area Project 

In 1989 the Northamptonshire Archaeology Unit undertook 
the following fieldwork. 

Field Survey 
S Parry 

An early harvest permitted an advanced start to the fifth 
season of fieldwalking and by the end of 1989 a further 250 
hectares had been surveyed. The broad trends previously 
identified are largely supported by the recent work (cf SMA, 
19 (1989), pp33-4), though a medieval scatter in Hargrave 
parish is located outside the village boundaries (TL 
03357050). 

Raunds village 
S Parry 

Rescue excavation and watching brief in advance of housing 
development have continued within Raunds village, thereby 
providing further information of village-evolution (cf SMA, 
19 (1989), pp 34-5). 

TL 00057298 

Evaluation trenches to the south of St Peter's church and 
adjacent to Park Road revealed a number of irregularly 
shaped pits and gullies containing early/middle and late 
Saxon pottery. Since the features appeared to concentrate in 
the south-east corner of an area of proposed development a 
larger trench of 8.5 m x 8 m was excavated. Fifteen shallow 
oval pits measuring up to 0.6 m x 0.5 m were located. Some 
contained cremated bone and early/middle Saxon pottery. 
The bone has yet to be identified but might denote the 
presence of an early Saxon cemetery. A copper alloy and 
iron vessel with a diameter of 220 mm was also discovered 
in one of the pits. Although the distribution of the pits was 
restricted to one corner of the trench no contemporary 



boundaries were located and any continuation of pits will 
have been rernoved by the constriction of a garage and by 
Park Road itself. 

Later (litchis, possibly forrning subsequent plot-boundaries, 
were however present. Although containing largely 
early/middle Saxon pottery, the occasional occurrence of 
sherds of St Neots-type ware denotes a late Saxon origin. 
The NNE-SSW orientation of the ditches is not respected by 
the modern line of Park Street but rather may be related to 
the alignment of High Street or the green lane which divides 
Burystead Rise from the football ground. Large pits 
measuring up to 2.75 m x 1.5 m may have been opened in 
the late Saxon or early medieval period to provide a source 
of Blisworth Clay. 

SP 99867284 

A trench 29 m long by 7.5 m wide was excavated to the east 
of Market Square. Two length.s of ditch probably formed 
parts of the late Saxon boundaries of plots fronting High 
Street or the small valley, to the north. A reetangular 
building, some 6m wide, was partly constructed over one of 
the backfilled ditches. Its foundations were formed by 
postholes cut at intervals of 2.5 m alOng slots. Further lines 
of postholes within the structure Were aligned parallel with 
its walls and could represent buttressing if not perhaps the 
remains of a separate structure. Further Slots extending to 
the east and south of the building .may represent the 
foundations of boundary fences. A large sub-rectangularpit, 
2.4 m x 1.2 m, may have been contemporary. The building 
was probably demolished in the late 1 lth Or 12th century 
and was replaced by a ditch of uncertain function. 

TL 002731 

Seven evaluation trenches were placed around the perimeter 
of the gaines pitch of Raunds Football Club to the east of 
Buzystead Rise. Only three pits, two gullies, and a posthole 
of medieval date were found. Such a limited number of 
features may indicate that Burystead Manor :was located 
elsewhere, though it is possible that the area could have 
formed a close of the manor mentioned in the Raunds 
Inclosure Award of 1798. 

SP 99607265 

The continued absence of Saxon and medieval occupation 
on the western side of the Raunds brook to the south of 
Marshalls Road (cf SMA, 19 (1989), p 35) was noted during 
trial trenching in the garden of 47 Brook Street where only 
small aras of post-medieval limestone quarrying were 
observed. 

Stanwick village 
S Parry 

Increased pressure for housing development in Stanwick 
following construction of the A605 bypass-road has 
provided an opportunity to investigate one of the smaller 
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villages in the Raunds-area. Work is at a preliminary stage, 
but similarphases of village-development may be suggested 
to those at Raunds. 

SP 975713 

An area of 4 ha between West Street and Stanwick Hall has 
been investigated by earthwork survey and selective trial 
excavation linked With documentary research. Part of the 
village street-pattern detailed in the Inclosure Map of 1838 
was suggested by the earthwork remains and has been partly 
confirmed by excavation (Fig. 6). 

A road formerly extended almost at right-angles between 
West Street and the present hall where it probably joined a 
road running east-west. The road was lined at either side by 
stone walls, possibly of medieval buildings. A series of 
ditches and gullies behind the street-frontage are probably 
associated with former plots which extended between 
50-55 m from either side of the road before rear boundary 
ditches marked the edge of the medieval open-fields. The 
presence of ridge and furrow to the east of the central 
earthworks may indicate that the row of tenements was 
separate from the rest of the village. The discovery of late 
Saxon gullies and pits beneath the medieval features 
adjacent to the road suggests that the origins of settlement 
date from the 10th-1 lth centuries. 

A series of substantial terraces aligned on the outbuildings 
of the hall partly obscures the medieval street-layout in the 
southern half of the area. However, since they were formed 
by embanked topsoil, they have not impinged upon the 
original ground surface, thereby leaving any medieval 
features intact. The terraces are divided by the road from 
West Street which remained in use until the mid-20th 
century'. The principal terraces form rectangular areas 
measuring up to 40m x 30m, with smaller terraces arranged 
around them. It is likely that they represent elements of a 
series of ornamental gardens associated with the present 
hall. A rubble platform projecting some 25 m from the 
outbuildings probably supported other structures recorded 
in the Inclosure Map. 

SP 97927128 

Observations during building construction at the west end 
of Grange Road failed to revel any features or pottery of an 
earlier date than the 19th century. 

SP 98007150 

Following previous excavation in advance of housing 
development in the garden of the Old Rectory, some 40m 
north of St Lawrence's church, further trial excavations 
were carried out in 1989. No ancient features were located 
beyond the presence of 18th- or 19th-century limestone 
quarries. 
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Fig. 7. West Cotton, prehistoric monuments. 
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SP 98147115 

Limited excavation along part of the southern frontage of 
Grange Road revealed three shallow ditches, some 5m apart, 
which had been cut at right-angles to the street. They 
contained small quantities of pottery of St Neots-type ware 
and could represent the botindaries and subdivisions of late 
Saxon plots. A group of seven postholes occurred nearby 
together with a sub-rectangular pit which also contained late 
Saxon pottery. The paucity of medieval finds and absence 
of related features suggests that the frontage was unoccupied 
by the 12th century, 

'West Cotton 
(SP 976725) - D Windell 

Excavation at West Cotton was completed in December 
1989. The following results were added to the previous 
diScoveries reported in SMA, 18 (1988) pp 51-60 and 19 
(1989) pp 35-9. 

Prehistoric (Fig. 7) 

A further area of c 2,500 sq m was excavated to prehistoric 
levels within the main area of the site. A previously 
unknown, small, double ring-ditch monument was 
represented by concentric uninterrupted ditches enclosing 
an ahnost circular area. The innermost ditch encircled an 
area c 3 m wide and was on average 0.45 in deep; the outer 
ditch was 0.4 m deep with a diameter of c 5 m. A single 
shallow pit was located slightly eccentrically within the 
ring-ditches. The monument produced neither artefacts nor 
material suitable for radiocazbon dating, but clearly had 
fonned part of the late Neolithic/early Bronze Age "ritual 
focus" .at the site. 

An additional length of c 6.5 m of the Long Mound was 
excavated to reveal another transverse alignment of 
stakeholes (cfS MA, 19 (1989), p 36). The "bays" were more 
regularly spaced towanis the western end of the monument. 

Elsewhere within the main site Et-, cremation and other 
Possible min6r prehistoric features were revealed.. The 
Major Work of 1989 however was the opening of an enlarged 
area of c 70 sq m within the palaeochannel of the River Nene 
to the immediate. north of the site, where -trenChing had 
previously located well preserved timberwoik. The lowest 
leVel in the sequence Of palaeoChannel-fills had excellent 
anaerobic. preseivation: A timber structure was revealed 
consïsting of a brushwood platform below _larger timbers 
which included two alder trunks c 7 m long. Each had a pe. g 
or stake inserted at about its mid-point, but neither of the 
stakes pehetrated the full thickness of the individual trunks. 
The entire structure fonned a platform which extended some 
7 m into the.channel from the original -river-edge and ran at 
least 8 m along the channel, with the brushivood platform 
still continuing to the south.. As found, it followed the 
curvature of the river bed, but the extent to which its surface 
was originally nearer to level is unknown. D.espite intensive 
excavation not a single artefact was found and the feature 
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remains dated to the Neolithic period only by 
palaeobotanical associations until radiocarbon and optical 
dating samples have been assayed. The tiznberwork was 
partially, covered by a light grey clay, both upon and within 
which was an assemblage of animal bones containing many 
with butchery marks and perhaps representing the remains 
of feasting. The whole may conceivably. be related to the 
monumental focus on the dry land. 

Roman 

Although a wide range of Roman fmds was rec.overed all 
were residual in later contexts and no direct evidence of 
Roman activity has been found. 

Early Saxon. 

An additional early Saxon sunken-featured building was 
excavated Although truncated by a -later ditch which left 
only one half for excavation, the form of the Structure was 
clear and its fills contained an assemblage of early Saxon 
pottery together with a spindle whorl and the fragment of a 
loomweight. 

Elsewhere on the site approximately 300 sherds of early 
Saxon pottery have been recovered: some from the filling of 
a shallow amorphotis depression which had been caused by 
stream-erosion, and the remainder occurring mainly as 
residual material within a ploughsoil of ?middle to later 
Saxon date. 

Late Saxon and Saxo-Norman, c AD 850-1150 

The appearance of regular, planned plots of 4-rods width has 
been noted previously (cf SMA, 19 (1989), p 36).; The series 
of plots was defined by sing' ditches With the n6rthern 
boundary formed by the mill-leat while through the centre 
of the site there ran a trackway (Fig. 8). 

The northernmost -plots were grouped together tel .forrn 
larger enclosures around the main comPlex of tiMber 
buildings which was excavated completely in 1989 (Fig. 9). 
Ail of these buildings were characterised by Continuous 
timber-slots c 0.8 m wide and between 0.25-0.4 m deep. 
Some trenches had indications of post-settings while other 
buildings had additional separate postholes. 

Several phases of rebuilding of each structure were evident, 
but the individual relationships' were often difficult to define 
with certainty because of the similarity between the fills of 
the timber-slots. A broad sequence 'can be suggested 
however from the palimpsest of superimposed buildings 
(Fig. 10). The earliest phases, here called "Late Saxon", 
were enclosed within a substantial ditch while the later, 
"Saxo-Nozman", phases formed a courtyard-arrangement. 

The earliest enclosures appear to have been formed by 
relatively small ditches interrupted at acceSs points.' A 
building of slightly trapezoidal plan, meastning c7m x8m 
internally, was erected within the enclosure (Fig. 10., 1). Its 
interior was subdivided by partial cross-dividing slots. An 



Fig. 8. West cotton, late Saxon layoui 
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Fig. 9. West Cotton, late Saxon and Saxo-Norman building complex. 
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entrance from the south was evident, but post-settings within 
the trench-construction may indicate other entrAnces at the 
éa.st and north. It is possible that the plan represents the 
"undercroft" for a raised structure. 

A large building of c 14.3m x 5m stood astride the roadway 
ai the north7east (Fig. 10., 2). The long walls were 
represented by substantial slots with settings for upright 
posts, but the short walls were of much lighter construction. 
Large internal post-settings c 0.5m deep can be interpreted 
as defining two end-bays around a central open area. 
Doorways ,were evident in the middle of both long sides. 
Although modified with time, and evenwally rebuilt to faim 
,a raised ?granary in the 12th century, the building can be 
interpreted as a "hall" of the late Saxon/Saxo-Norman 
period. 

A range of rooms encompassed by timber-slots measuring 
11m x 4m abutied the west wall of the hall (Fig. 10., 3). It 
was subdivided into smaller chambers by _cross-walls, two 

. of which showed clear internal thresholds. It is likely that 
there were initially three chambers, with a later extension 
made at the west (Fig. 10., 3a). The method of access into 
the building frorn the outside is unclear but it is possible that 
the original central chamber formed a cross-passage. The 
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almost identical plan-faim of this range and hall with that 
of the so-called "Long Range" excavated at Furnell's 
Manor, Raunds is remarkable. 

Associated with the earliest phases was another timber-slot 
(Fig. 10., 4) whiCh seems to have abutted the north range 
and the trapezoidal building, with extensions to the east, 
forming an enclosed space of c 14.5m x 7.5m. Initially this 
was viewed as a separate building, but the absence of 
internal roof-supports seems to negate such interpretation 
and it mcist likely fonned a palisade around Building -1 with 
an entrance to the east and another opposite. 

The entire building complex was surrounded by an 
enclosure which initially comprised relatively, small ditches. 
During the life of the buildings a more substantial ditch was 
created at the south and west. It had a V-shaped profile and 
was c 2m wide and 1.1m deep. Although lacking direct 
evidence, the plan suggests that the upcast could have been 
used w form an internal bank, thereby giving a pretension 
to defence. The ditch was later widened to c 4.5m across. 

The large enclosing ditch was subsequently bacicfilled and 
new ranges were built over its previous southern arm to fortn 
a courtyard-arrangement with the existing hall and north 

Fig. 10. West Cotton, tentative phase-development:left, late Saxon; right. Saxo-Norman. 



range (Fig. 10., 6). The initial construction involved two 
chambers. The westernmost, measuring 4.2 m x 3.8 m, was 
possibly raised since it was supported by four massive 
corner-posts in pits 0.85 m across and 0.6 m deep which 
were connected by substantial timber-slots c 0.3 m deep. An 
adjoining structure of 7 m x 3.8 m was initially open-sided 
at the south and therefore partially supported by internal 
posts. The entire range was later modified so that the eastern 
chamber was totally enclosed while the other was enlarged 
to 7 m x 4 m, with further extension in length by 1.8 m. 
Eventually, possibly in the 12th century, the eastern end was 
replaced by a stone-founded building prior to the range 
being wholly remodelled in stone (cf SMA, 19 (1989), p 37 
and fig 15). Throughout their history these southern ranges 
were perhaps associated with storage and agricultural 
processes. 

To complete the courtyard arrangement a further rectangular 
structure, 7 m x 2.9 m, was built at the west (Fig. 10., 7). It 
had entrances in the longest walls with a possible "porch" 
on the east side facing the courtyard, which will have been 
an open space follovving the removal of Buildings 1 and 3a 
and the palisaded enclosure. Although of smaller scale, the 
effect was probably similar to that suggested for the laie 
Saxon period at Goltho, Lincs (cf G Beresford, Goltho: the 
development of an early medieval manor c850-1150 (1987), 
p 30ff). 

The courtyard arrangement evolved subsequently with the 
insertion of a stone range at the eastern, open, side and then 
by the replacement of the timber-ranges by stone to form the 
complex of the 12th and early 13th centuries described in 
SMA, 19 (1989), pp 36-9. 

Another enclosure lay to the east of the main buildings 
across the roadway. There was access into it from both the 
west and south. A timber building beside the mill-leat had 
been partially cut away by the enclosure ditch but was 
originally at least 8 m long by 4 m wide. Its southern end 
was defmed by postholes forming a square 2 m x 2 m; a 
shallow timber-slot denoted the opposite end of the building 
and other post-settings occurred within its interior. It is 
probable that both the building and the later enclosure were 
related to the mills. 

Work on the mills and related leat-system was completed 
during 1989. Three phases of leats had served to divert a 
local stream around the southern and western limits of the 
settlement to a pond at the north-west. From the pond the 
leats continued eastwards and roughly parallel with the river 
palaeochannel for some 30 m to feed the mills. Extensive 
excavation of both the leats and pond, however, failed to 
reveal the sluices which were expected to lie at their 
junction. 

Midway between the pond and the mills the discovery of 
minor stone footings suggests that a footbridge crossed the 
latest leat to allow access to the riverside. Within a hollow 
between the footings an earlier group of stakeholes could 
represent the remains of a timber predecessor. 
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The sides of the earliest leat were lined with timber, denoted 
by stakeholes at intervals of 0.4m along the base (Fig. 11). 
The width of the channel was funnelled from c 3.5 m to 2m 
at a sluice-gate represented by two postholes and a 
transverse timber-slot. From the sluice a narrower chute 
seems to have been laid within the lest to connect with a 
deep pit some 7 m to the east. A longitudinal trench filled 
with limestone perhaps served as a support for the chute. 
The pit was c 4.3 m long and its base was lined with 
limestone and gravel. Its sides were lm apart, flaring to 1.7 
m towards the tail-race, and part of a wattle revetment 
remained in situ. The feature is interpreted as a wheel-pit. It 
was presumably bacicfilled when a new wheel-pit was cut 
some 2 m to the west Beyond, the leat curved away to join 
the river. 

Despite the difficulty of interpretation arising from the lack 
of direct evidence for either the wheel or the mill-house, it 
may nevertheless be suggested that the earliest mill was 
powered by a vertical wheel. When it was teplaced, the leat 
was also backfilled and a separate channel was cut to the 
north in order to serve water to a new mill. The structural 
elements of this second phase were poorly preserved owing 
to the disturbance caused by the construction of a third mill. 
However, it was of a similar form to its successor and 
employed a horizontal water-wheel (cf SMA, 19 (1989), p 
37 and fig 14). 

Sulgrave 
(SP 55684541) - G Cadman 

A small parcel of land adjacent to the north-east corner of 
St James' churchyard was investigated in April 1989 prior 
to landscaping at "The Cottage", Magpie Road. Apart from 
limited post-medieval activity the only significant feature 
was a pit or ditch, 3.5 m wide, which contained 1 lth-12th 
century pottery. Despite being truncated by later activity, its 
location within c 7m of the modern street suggests that other 
early features might survive elsewhere along the frontage to 
the north of the site of Sulgrave Castle and the church. 

Thrapston, Lazy Acre 
(TL00507895 and 11 00557865) - G Cadman 

Small quantities of unstratified medieval pottery were 
recovered at two locations within the large Lazy Acre 
development between Oundle Road, Thrapston and the 
town's eastem bypass. 

Towcester, High Street 
(SP 69384862) - G Cadman 

A small quantity of pottery of the 2nd century AD was 
recovered in August 1989 during refurbishment of the 
school. 
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Towcester, Wading Street 
(SP 68794941) - G Cadman 

The construction in November 1989 of a petrol filling station 
by Petrofina (UK) Ltd provided an opportunity for limited 
additional recording of a site previously trial trenched in 
1988 (cf SMA, 19 (1989), p 41). The development occurred 
beside Watling Street to the north of the Roman walled town 
of Lactodurum. A series of small boundary ditches/gullies 
and other features related to those previously excavated 
were encountered along with Roman pottery. No further 
hrildings were identified. . 

Upton - M Shaw 

Archaeological evaluation was requested by the 
Commission for the New Towns as part of an Environmental 
Impact Assessment of the proposed development of an area 
of some 300 ha to the west of Northampton. The affected 
area comprises almost the whole of the historic parish of 
Upton, which lies c 3 km west of. the historic 'core of 
Northampton. It is bounded to the north by Berrywood 
Road, which preserves the line of the former road between 
the Roman towns at Bannaventa, near Whilton Lodge, and 
Duston. From here the ground slopes from c 115 m above 

Fig. 11. West Cotton, earliest watennill. 
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Ordnance Datum toc 65 m OD beside the River Nene which 
marks the southern boundary of the proposed development. 

Due to the large area involved, the evaluation brief called 
primarily for concentrated study of a core area around Upton 
Park in order to look for evidence of the extent and chamcter 
of Saxon and medieval settlement. Upton Park covets an 
area of some 30 ha at the centre of the parish and contains 
the site of the medieval village which was probably cleared 
for sheep-farming in the late 15th century. In addition to its 
earthworks there are the remains of the ridge and furrow of 
the medieval fields (Fig. 12). There are also the buildings* of 
Upton Hall, predominantly, an early 16th-century structure 
but probably built on the site of the medieval manor house, 
and the Norman and later church of St Michael. Since the 
present development plans exclude the area of the park, its 
features were only surveyed and no excavation was carried 
out. 

Within the wider area it was hoped to undertake a large scale 
of fieldwalking in order to identify sites and concentrations 
of surface fmds. In the event none of the fields in the detailed 
survey area was availabie in late 1989 as all either: were 
pa.sture or had-been set aside. Accordingly the fieldwilking 
was replaced by the excavation of a series of machine-cut 



trial pits and trenches around the former village. The 
following features were recorded: 

SP 71734 60500 Iron Age ditches cutting gravel subsoil; 
SP 71974 60230 ?early Iron Age circular pits, 1.5-2m in 
diameter, on ironstone; 

SP 7233 6033 Roman pottery from a layer of dark earth 
which could not be investigated further due to flooding of 
the clay subsoil. 

Previous fieldwalking of part of the area in early 1989 had 
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located a concentration of Saxon pottery at SP 71316037 
and this was subsequently investigated by trial trenching 
The principal features thus revealed were as follows: 

a sunken-featured building, 4 m x 3.5 m and up to 0.4 m 
deep; 

a ditch, 0.8 m wide and 0.35 m deep, lying 3 m to the 
north of the sunken-featured building and aligned parallel 
with its longest axis; 

two adjoining gullies, c 0.4 m wide and set at right-angles 
possibly to form foundation trenches; 

Levelled Area 

52 

a series of postholes and a postpad, possibly denoting a 
separate structure 16 m west of the sunken-featured 
building; 

miscellaneous pits, postholes, hollows, and lengths of 
ditches. 

Associated finds confirm an early/middle Saxon date for the 
occupation. In addition to pottery they include a polychrome 
glass bead of a cylinder form usually dated to the late 6th 
century AD. The colours in the bead include light green and 
opaque black, opaque red, and opaque yellow, and its 

---------------- 

Pee& fake in 

1111 . I 

It'77TraN, 
\ 1 It WI\ NA, 
0, 10 0, , ,, ::.)... 

s\\-....- \\` \\I--\ \t - ''-:-2e, l'20/1..* 4-1( t 
>, \ 

\ `\ \\ \ I \ ; v v 
1, 1" 1\ 

itt \ 
II H 

I 1 T11arm Ris 

\ 11\ \ \ 

11 1111/-t111\ 
k 

1\1 01\00 11 1111\ \ oil, 
I 1.1 I.1 1 1 '`\ 1,1 ',Lan0"."- )\\ I 

nvedieval Fishponds1111 111.11. 
KEY: 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 41 vit.tI 1 F I . 

' 1 1 I 1 1 1 

-Tk---;--r--i--01Witt,1111.,.II 
III 

1111,, , IFt3dee and urrow 
w 

1 \ - 

SCHEDULED AREA OF ANCIENT t kr) 
% 1/ II II 1, I. I 

'I 

\ \ ,slk 

Village Lam" ' works _ I 

moNumeto Archeci Gateway t '1,11\11111111 1111 1\1\1.\\ 
100 200 

METRES 6 
Park Wall 

Upton Survey - Upton Park. 

Fig. 12. 

composition suggests an origin within the Germanic 
tradition of northern Europe. 

It is likely that contemporary activity was based at a number 
of different foci. The most recently investigated settlement 
lies at c 95 m above Ordnance Datum towards the end of a 
spur of land beside the Nene valley and some 200 m 
north-west of the site of a separate sunken-featured building 
excavated in 1965 (cf Antiq J, 49 (1969), pp 202-21). 

In addition to investigation of the core area, contour plans 
were made of two mounds in the river floodplain. One, at 
SP 72305913, is circular, 28 m in diameter, and stands to a 
maximum height of 0.6 m above the surrounding alluvium. 
The other lies at SP 72305923 and is of rectangular or oval 



fonn, being at least 56 m long by 24 m wide and standing 
up to 0.4 m high. It is possible that both features are 
prehistoric ritual monuments similar to others recently 
investigated downstream at Irthlingborough and West 
Cotton. 

Wadenhoe 
(TL 01098335) - G Cadman 

Watching brief during the rebuilding of the village hall and 
the construction of a new car park recovered three 
=stratified sherds of the 12th-13th centuries and nine 
sherds frnm wares of the 17th-19th centuries. 

Weedon Lois 
(SP 60134690) - G Cadman 

Small scale investigation was carried out during November 
1989 in order to provide information in advance of the 
determination of a planning application. The objective was 
to asiess if archaeological evidence was Present on a site to 
the iouth-west of the parish church and whether it related to 
a medieval priory cell known from documents. The site, a 
pasture field adjacent to High Street, lies at a height of 
approximately ' 140 m above Ordnance Datum. Three 
fishponds to the'south are probably part of a Benedictine and 
later Cistercian holding established in the 12th century and 
believed to be associated with the site of the present parish 
church. 

The nature of the site and the limited timescale and resources 
available precluded assessment by fieldwalking or 
geophysical survey. The strategy adopted was that of 
sampling by twelve hand-dug test piti, the largest of which 
measured 4.1 m x 0.39 m x 0.62 m. Though of limited extent 
the pits clearly demonstrated that extensive archaeological 
horizons survived in the field. 

Stratified archaeological remains were present to a depth of 
at least 0.6 m below, the ground surface and appeared to 
include surfaces and i.vhat may be traces of structures in the 
form of fragmentary stone walls. A large quantity of pottery 
was recovered from the pits, the majority, of which, 100 
sherds, was medieval. Some of the pottery originated from 
stratified horizons and suggests a medieval date for them. 
The recovery of a small amount of late Saxon pottery might 
hint at earlier activity. 

Though further evaluation would be required to demonstrate 
the exact nature and precise date of the remains, it is evident 
that the date and character of those recorded could be 
compatible with the presence of the medieval priory cell. 
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Wollaston, Earls Barton Quiiry 
(c SP 891642) - W R G Moore, Northampton Museum 

A small flint axe-head of Neolithic type with limited 
re-flaking at the butt end and some chipping along the blade 
edge was recoVered by Mr Watts in early 1989. 

Woodford 
(centre SP 988778) - B Dix 

An archaeological evaluation was requested in connection 
with the proposal to extract sand and gravel from land east 
of Grange Road, near Woodfoni Grange, Woodford for use 
in the construction of the Ml-Al link road. Trial trenching 
of part of the application area was Undertaken in May 1989 
on behalf of A F Budge (Contractors) Ltd. 

The southem part of the application area lay adjacent to an 
extensive Roman site from which it was separated by the 
course of a disused railway at the east. Surface fmds in the 
adjoining field denote the former existence of a Roman villa 
centred at c SP 988774 and include building debris of 
tesserae, wall-plaster, tufa, and tiles associated with pottery 
and other materials (cf RCHME, Archaeological Sites in 
North-East Northamptonshire (1975), p 112: Woodford 
[6]). The site may continue southwards and connect with an 
area centred at approximately SP 987771 where air 
photographs have revealed a cropmarked complex of 
enclosure ditches and hut-sites (loc cit with fig 117 and pl 
4: Woodford [5]). 

Since the advanced state of crop-growth within the 
application area precluded the oppoitunity for initial 
assessment by fieldwalking and related geophysics, 
archaeological evaluation was necessarily, restricted to trial 
trenching. A series of machine-dug trenches ranging in 
length between 18 m and 50m was excavated using a 360° 
excavator. Because of agricultural and developer's 
constraints such machining was confined primarily to an 
area of c 1 ha across the southern end of the application area, 
and it was extended northwards only in piecemeal-fashion 
along the eastern edge of the site. The opportunity was 
therefore denied to demonstrate the full extent of 
archaeological featurei towards the north-west, although 
their presence was noted at the south across the entire width 
of the proposed extraction area and they were traced for 
some 240m to the north-east Trenching was stopped when 
no further archaeology was encountered. 

Despite the proxiinity to a known Roman site, characterised 
by a scatter of distinctive building materials and associnted 
pottery, none of the individual trial trenches produced any 
finds of that type or period. By contrast, such dated pottery 
as was recovered belongs in the 'later Iron Age, although 
significantly it includes examples of early "Belgic" wares 
and thus might hint at precursory elements of the adjacent 
villa-settlement. The nature of the identified archaeological 
remains, comprising mostly enclosure ditches and other 
boundaries with the occasional occurrence of shallow pits 
and postholes, all spread at a low density over a wide area, 



is consistent with an interpretation of former use as part of 
an agricultural site, consisting of setdement and attendant 
field-system. In consequence the southern part of the 
application area was preserved. A subsequent watching 
brief of the borrow-pit opened in the area to the north 
recorded minimal features, thereby confinning this area to 
lie outside the focus of occupation defuied by evaluation. 

Woofton, Woofton Hall Park 
(SP 75205780) - G Cadman 

Excavation in May 1989 for the basement of the new County 
Archive exposed the profiles of a series of features cutting 
the Northampton Sand and Ironstone. Of several 
steep-sided, flat-bottomed pits the largest had been recut and 
was 1.25 m wide and 1.05 m deep. Other features included 
a broad pit or ditch, 2 m wide, and two 
possible gullies. Associated pottery was 
of Iron Age date. 

INTERPRETATION AND 
PRESENTATION 

Post-excavation 

Finds' reporting and the preparation for 
publication of the results from previous 
fieldwork in the county continued 
throughout 1989. Following the 
recognition of the incompleteness and 
weakness of the draft texts of the Raunds 
Fumells report, remedial programmes 
were identified which led to the recovery 
of the pottery report and archive and in 
tum to a revision of the overall text. It is 
intended that the site-information will be 
combined with the allied 
settlement-evidence from elsewhere in 
north Raunds for publication as an 
English Heritage monograph. 

Work also continued during the year on 
several post-excavation backlog projects. 
These included the archiving and 
completion of reports outstanding from 
work in Northamptonshire by Dennis 
Jackson and the final editing of a report 
describing Ernest Greenfield's previous 
excavations on Roman sites at Bozeat, 
Higham Ferrers, and Great Oakley. In 
addition, the archaeological material 
formerly collected by Mrs Gwen Brown 
from findspots throughout the county was 
recovered from her earlier home and an 
inventory made of the provenanced finds. 

Education - R Shaw 

The excavations at West Cotton and Stanwick continued to 
generate much interest in 1989 by providing schools' pupils 
with the opportunity to excavate an area for themselves 
(under strict supervision!) in addition to participation in a 
well established range of other activities, such as planning, 
surveying, drawing, and work on finds. A total of 65 groups 
from 28 Northamptonshire schools (approximately 2000 
pupils) came "on site" during the year. Fieldwork sessions 
have been held as a training back-up for teachers together 
with a series of preparatory meetings at Professional 
Development Centres throughout the county. Contact with 
teachers is one of the most important aspects of the work. 

Classroom-sessions have been run at the request of teachers, 
often on "Evidence" or "Finding out about the past". They 

FINDING OUT ABOUT THE BURIED REMAINS AT 
KIRBY 
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Mg. 13. Buried remains at Kirby. 

More than 500 years ago, the Kirby 
villagers build stone cottages. 
They live in them for many years. 
Then they have to leave. 

The buildings are abandoned. 
Years pass. 
The area is neglected. 
Rain and frost begin to rot the 
wood and break up the stones. 
The roofs fall in, the walls collapse. 

Some of the stones are stolen. 

More years pass. 
Soil builds up over the remains. 
Grass and bushes grow, sheep and 
cattle graze. 
The field is bumov - it is an 
EARTHWORK SITE. 
The earthworks can be measured 
and drawn, to make an 
EARTHWORK SURVEY. 
The bumps cast shadows. 
These can be seen in AERIAL 
PHOTOGRAPHS. 
A GEOPHYSICAL SURVEY can 
show more about the remains 
underground. 

Sometimes the farmer ploughs over 
the remains. 
The field is now flat. 
Building stone and other objects 
[finds] from the houses are mixed 
up in the plough-soil. 
They can be collected and recorded 
in a FIELDWALKING SURVEY. 
In AERIAL PHOTOGRAPHS, these 
stony patches show up as 
SOILMARKS. 

Archaeologists may decide to 
EXCAVATE the site. 
They carefully remove the soil, 
layer by layer. 
They save and accurately record 
everything they find. 



are usually illustrated by some of the Unit's numerous slides 
and children have the chance to work vvith real artefacts. A 
general introduction to archaeological methods is provided 
by a new Teaching Resource Pack, entitled The Quest for 
the Past: Archaeologists at Work. It is illu'strated by current 
work in the Raunds area and contains a wide range of 
source-materials, comprising slides, a wall-map, plans, 
drawings, documents, pupil's text, and comprehensive 
teaching notes and suggestions. 

Practical "problem-solving" sessions have been based on the 
village of Ecton with its meclieval earthworks, as well as at 
the English Heritage properties of Kirby Hall and Chichele 
College, High= Ferrets. Some of the work has been run in 
collaboration with the county records office, and 
consideration is being given to projects at other sites, such 
as the National Trust's pmperty at Canons Ashby. 

The National Curriculum Interim Report on History was 
published in 1989. Controversy has arisen largely over the 
selection of content, with prehistory for example being 
virtually absent. It does, however, encourage local studies 
which "should suffuse" the History-progranune. It therefore 
praises the use of fieldwork and local sites, and at every level 
it requires that pupils use and evaluate a wide range of 
documentary and non-documentary sources. It is with these 
last that the Archaeology Unit has much to offer te chers in 
terms of information, expertise, and source-materials. We 
are offering, increasingly, opportunities for teachers to visit 
the Unit to find out about the county Sites and Monuments 
Record and its collection of air photographs, and to research 
their own localities. 

Interpretation - M Whewell 

In April 1989 the Northamptonshire County Council 
acquired the Norman ringworic of Long Buckby Castle as its 
first archaeological site. After years of neglect, the 
monument is now the subject of a management plan agreed 
with English Heritage and it will be open to the public by 
the end of April 1990. A member of the local history society 
has agreed to act as local warden. 

In September 1989 a joint venture between the County 
Council and the local district council led to an 
environmental arts group, known as The Company of 
Imagination, using the site as the stage for a play called The 
landing of Arcadia. The object of commissioning the 
performance was to increase local awareness of the site. The 
event was a great success, especially with schools and other 
local people who were actively involved. We hope that this 
type of activity may continue in the future, thereby ensuring 
the use of the site as both an educational and recreational 
resource. 

An exhibition telling the story of the Northamptonshire 
village will tour some of the county 's libraries and museums 
from April 1990 onwards. The exhibition charts the 
development of our modem villages using the information 
from excavations, surveys, and documentary research 
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carried out in the county. An accompanying series of 
lectures is being planned, together with related schools' 
work. 

Other future projects include the installation of 
interpretative panels at Naseby battlefield, both to explain 
the movements which led to the battle as well as to cover the 
event itself, and interpretation-schemes at Fotheringhay and 
Walgrave. 

So, finally, to the matter of the logogram (cfSMA, 19 (1989), 
p43). The final choice of design is based upon the decoration 
of a fragment off a possible cross-shaft foundin the late 
Saxon cemetery at Fumells, Raunds. It has already been 
incorporated into displays and used in a leaflet promoting 
the Unit's work together with other applications on business 
materials. 

Stanwick, Redlands Farm 
- John Moore and Dennis Jackson SP 965710 (Fig. 14) 

Work by the Oxford Archaeological Unit in the 
Stanwick/Raunds area took place during 1989. An initial 
assessment in February/March of the area of the proposed 
extension to the ARC gravel pit led to the excavation of a 
long barrow in the summer. The work has been funded by 
Amey Roadstone Corporation and the OAU would like to 
thank Ron Binder, the pit manager, for his co-operation in 
enabling the archaeology to be dealt with smoothly. 

The long barrow consisted of two large roughly parallel 
quarry ditches and a mound 50 m long and originally c 10 
m wide, fractionally wider at the NE end. Subsequent 
ploughing had flattened the monument leaving the mound 
0.40 - 0.60 m high at the NE end. The mound had been 
constructed with layers of turf and tipped layers of gravel. 
There was no apparent subdivision of the mound into bays 
as seen in the long mound at West Cotton (Windell 1989). 

The mound was constrained on at least three sides by a 
palisade trench. Ploughing of the SW end had damaged the 
monument to such an extent that it was impossible to know 
whether the palisade trench had continued around this end. 
Erosion by the SE quarry ditch had removed the palisade 
trench in part. The side palisade trenches were narrow with 
turf probably stacked on the inside as an additional support. 
No individual tirnber supports were identifiable within the 
backfill, although some positions were apparent in the 
trench bottom. The palisade trench at the NE end was 
substantial, up to 1.7 m wide and 1.3 m deep. Impressions 
at the base of the trench gave the only indication of upright 
split timbers and these were only present at the ends of this 
length of trenching. The lack of identification of post 
settings in the ditch fill and the filling pattern suggested that 
the timbers had been removed. 

Two features contempprary vvith the mound were located. 
At the SW end was a cist built of stone and disturbed by later 
ploughing. The cist was empty except for two fragments of 
human bone, suggesting that it had been carefizlly emptied. 



The other feature was a round pit in the centre of the barrow. 
From the fill of this feature came two small pieces of bone 
and several limestone blocks, suggesting that perhaps 
another stone cist had once existed here but had been 
deliberately destroyed. 

The quarry ditches contained deposits of waterlogged 
material including short sections of thin planking. It is likely 
that these planks came from the revetting of the mound as 
the greatest concentration was where the quarry ditch had 
eroded the palisade trench. Preliminary study of the 
waterlogged deposits indicates that the monument was not 
situated in a wooded environment but in open country. 

Stanwick, Redlands Farm. 
Long Barrow 
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Three Beaker inhumations along the central axis were 
positioned towards the NE end. They had been disturbed by 
ploughing and two of them almost totally destroyed. In front 
of the barrow at the NE end were 16 cremations (14 of them 
in a group). Again, ploughing had seriously damaged these 
cremations. 

Windell, D 1989 'A Late Neolithic "Ritual Focus" at West 
Cotton, Northants.' in Gibson, A (ad.) Midlands Piehistory, 
British Archaeological Report 204 
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Fig. 14. 
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OXFORDSHIRE 

COUNTY COUNCIL DEPARTMENT OF 
LEISURE AND ARTS 

MUSEUM SERVICE 
1988 Report 
Environmental Records and Antiquities Sections J M 
Steane, M K Taylor, J M Campbell, I Hombrook, Carol 
Rosier, Lisa Woodman, Martyn Brown, David Dawson, 
Carol Cutler 

Sites and Monuments Record 
Mark Taylor. 

. Continued progress has been made with computerisation of 
the SMR Julia Green, the first SMR assistant at Woodstock 
from April 1987 to. mid February 1088 Made' a detertnined 
start in S. Oxon. district and managed to recast the records 
of a total of 40 parishes and submit them for inputting at 
County Hill. After HBMC provided funding for a second 
SMR assistant frorn April 1988, Carol Rosier and Lisa 
Woodman joined the Museum service to carry on the task. 
Lisa has achieyed a total of 28 parishes in the Vale of the 
White Horse and Carol 24 f-urther parishès in S. Oxon. (at 
February 1989). While much of the groundwork had already 
been prepared, teething troubles were still.experienced by 
the County Hall computer services section in getting all the 
facilities of the North Yorkshire 'County Council 
archaeological recorcling software up and running. These 
initial difficulties often led to delays in updating and 
Nialidating input fonns sent from Woodstock for keying in 
at County Hall in Oxford, and baciclogs of forms built up. 
At first, there was no mainframe link via it tenninal from 
WoodStock Until British Telecom connected on-line 
facilities in 1988 and the SMR. assistants had no access to 
the data to update and validate records. The physical 
distance of WOodstock froin Oxford has 'caused problems in 
that there is no m.ainframe technical expertise immediately 
on hand and "hands on" tuition w.as often giN;en by 
telephone. Happily, as working practice's have become more 
familiar the technical processes involved in coMputerisation 
have become streamlined. Bacldogs Of input forrns waiting 
to be keyed in are a thing of the past nOw that smaller 
quantities submitted monthly have become a regular and 
less formidable Phenomenon to the County Hall punch 
operators. The future holds the prospect of :preparing 
catalogues of sites district by district sorted by site type and 
period.' Other parameters may be catered for later, but 
initially this facility wlll aim to cover the most likely .fields 
of interest from members of the publie.. The, 
uriftirtunately, still takes its toll on future progres. The 
Oxfordshire Sites and Monuments Record is a product of 
well over twenty years of recording and fieldwork and of 
many different contributors apart from the field officers and 
staff of the county museum. Enthusiastic study group 
volunteers and in-service trainees have alsci.helped to build 
up over 14,000 records, but in some cases the record cards 
produced do not always include suffiCent information to 
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complete the statutory data fields required by the computer 
system to create a valid record. This involves assistants in 
additional research before recasting, and in the worst cases 
duplicate records have to be eliminated and the existing 
manual record system corrected. Inevitably progress 
decelerates to compensate, but in the end the computerised 
record will represent a complete overhaul of the system 
potentially capable of interfacing with the SMRs of 
Berkshire and Buckinghamshire also using the North Yorks. 
software on ICL mainframes. Towards the end of the 
century it should be possible to interrogate an archaeological 
database covering a historic area not defined by the 
boundaries of post-1974 local government re-organisation. 

Planning 

The Keeper has continued to monitor all planning 
applications involving archaeological sites and historic 
buildings in co-operation With the Director of the Oxford 
Archaeological Unit. These meetings take place fortnightly 
and result in pinpointing a large number of developments 
which have warranted archaeological responses on many 
different levels. A pattern is emerging. As farmers diversify, 
new threats to the archaeological heritage are gathering. The 
Forestry Commission inform us of all tree felling and 
planting proposals and this has generated much new work 
in providing information and advice to protect the 
archaeological areas involved. It is also clear that there is 
considerable pressure for housing developments on 
agricultural land in or near villages. M K Taylor has attended 
two enquiries in the last year, the first at Bodicote House on 
February 15 1988 to give the Museum's view on a proposed 
development near an earthwork site at Ardley. In December 
1987 and February. 1988, the Assistant Keeper attended a 
Public Inquiry at Ardley at which he delivered a statement 
on behalfof the Museum Service and Ardley and Fewcott 
Archaeological and Historical Association. The proposed 
development which was the subject of the appeal was 
reported on in the last issue of SMA. In April 1988, the 
HBMC Inspector decided to uphold Cherwell District 
Council's refusal of planning permission ensuring that the 
earthworks of shrunken médieval settlement at Ardley will 
be protected for the immediate future. The second in 
November 1988 was to provide the inspector with 
archaeological information about a field adjoining the 
village of Tetsworth. The biggest threat to the Oxfordshire 
landscape has come from the proposal by Consortium 
Developments to build a New Town between Great Hase ley 
and Tetsworth. The Keeper prepared a Statement analysing 
the historical evolution of the countryside affected and 
during discussions with the developers it was agreed that if 
they won the appeal they would commission a survey of the 
archaeology and the history of the area. They also undertook 
a tree and hedgerow survey and promised to fund the 
excavation of Latchford DMV. In February an enquiry was 
held into a refusal by West Oxfordshire District Council to 
allow a golf course at Ascot under WYchwood. 
Archaeological conditions safeguarding the Roman villa 
were asked for but the results of the last three enquiries are 
not known. 



The County Minerals Plan has adopted a fresh and much 
stronger policy towards protecting archaeological sites and 
ensuring their proper recording if destruction is allowed. 
This has led to a burgeoning of contract archaeology in 
which funding for this work is sought from the developer. 
On a number of occasions staff from the section have been 
involved in negotiations with developers specifying 
assessments. In particular large scale sites at Ducklington, 
Nortlunoor and Sutton Wick have recently occupied our 
attention. Further work is forthcoming if our suggestions are 
accepted by the Diocesan Advisory Committee for a more 
co-ordinated approach to Church Archaeology. 

Roman: Ascot under Wychwood 
PRN 5559- SP 29511927 

Following a proposal to convert part of College Farm, Ascot 
under Wychwood, into a golf course, a field investigation 
was made of the site by J M Steane. There were three areas 
of interest On the southward facing slope Romano-British 
building debris and occupation material had been picked up 

-over the last few years by Master Martin Woociley, John 
Campbell, of OCCDMS and others. The material included 
flanged and curved roof tiles, wall plaster, tesserae, 3rd-4th 
century pottery, a bronze brooch, and a coin of Constantine 
I. Gloria Exercitus, 2 Standards. P.CONST. Mint Arles. The 
second site (PRN 9676) vvas 200m to the north east and was 
a rectangular enclosure shown as a positive crop-mark and 
recognised by D Benson on 21.7.74. The third site (PRN 
9693) also showed up on aerial photographs but this was 
identified as part of a modem drainage scheme put in by 
Mr Woodley to dry out a wet patch. 

Roman: Asthall Roman Bridge 
PRN 13991- SP 29381159 

Following observations by T Copeland and I Hombrook, 
Professor S S Frere and J M Steane investigated the site of 
a possible Roman bridge 250 yards south of ICitesbridge 
Fann. Along the river edge was a stone foundation made of 
roughly squared blocks 5 m x ,1.3 m. Further stones were in 
the river bed. The site is somewhat to the north of where the 
Ordnance Survey map shows the crossing point of the river 
Windrush by the course of Akeman Street. It is possible that 
Akeman Street had a pronounced Icink at this point where it 
descends the steep slope to the crossing. There is a trackway 
on the south of the hedgerow which may be the course of 
the road. 

Roman: Waterperry. Ocupation site 
PRN 13990- SP 60530903 

Mr Tilney Bassett of the Forestry Commission reported 
finding Romano British potsherds between Drunkards 
Corner_ and Polecat End in Waterperry Wood. More had 
been picked up when road building works were undertaken 
in 1987-8. Professor S S Frere and J M Steane investigated 
the area on 21.3.88 and noticed pits sectioned in the sides of 
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the ditches and further pottery was found in tree holes and 
drainage ditches. Professor Frere identified the pottery as 
being late 3rd-4th century AD in date. 

Tusmore Granary 
PRN 14007 - SP56483069 Mark Taylor 

In February and March 1988; the Assistant Keeper and the 
'Keeper visited Tusmore Park (to the north of Bicester) to 
record a iimber framed granary of a type unique in 
Oxfordshire and unusual if not unique elsewhere in Britain. 
The granary stands in the farmyard complex to the north of 
Tusmore House which lies to the south of the deserted 
village of Tusmore, County SCheduled Ancient Monument 
103. There is considerable historical interest attached to 
Tusmore deserted village since it is one of only two or three 
docurnented cases where desertion can actually be attributed 
to the Black Death. The Victoria. County History of 
Oxfordshire (Vol VI. pp.333-338) giVes a full account of the 
descent of the manor of Tusmore and the meclieval precursor 
to the present house may date from anaind this.time. In 1358, 
Sir Roger de Chtesford obtained licence to enclose the 
village, probably with the intention of building a house and 
enclosing it in a nark (see VCH.' .p.334).. This medieVal 
'building may have been still standing when Sir Richard 
Fennor came to live at Tusmore circa 1625 and he or his son 
Henry may have rebuilt or added to it. The Hearth Tax 
Returns for 1665 record that Henry Fermor returned 19 
hearths for tax in a house built of local stone and rough cast 
In 1770 a house was built for William Fermor by the Scottish 
architect Robert Mylne; but a little less than a century later 
substantial. alterations were carried butanatind 1857. The 
present hciuse at Tusmore is an tnnemarkable squat stracture 
in the Georgian style built in the 1960s after the former 
house was destroyed by fire circa 1960 The present owner 
is considering the possibility of demolishing thé -present 
house and building a facsimile of the 1770 house.. In the 
process, a valuable opportunity may be provided to'. 
inveitigate possible evidence for the' medieval building of' 
which the granarY can be said to represent the only surviVal 
(albeit late medieval) of this early complex. Although dated 
to the 16th century in the report in the Deparunent of the 
Environment list (no. 75, Oxfordshire, SP53SE/36) and in 
Pevsner and Sherwood's Buildings of Ehgland p. 820, there 
is a strong suggestion that it may be earlier probably of 15th 
century date. This is based on the use of close studding With 
solid panels of oak in betweeia, the massiVe proportions of 
joists and bridging beams, the deep and elaborately moulded 
bressumer at first flcior level and the cat-tied shafts of the 
principal postS and corner posti of the ground floor which 
have neck-rolls beneath each supporting bracket' (see 
detailed sketches of the accornpanying driwing). The 
building is rectangular in plan, of three stories and stands on 
staddle pillais made of coursed and cliess'ed limestone with 
a large square stone slab surmounting each and overhanging 
to deter rodents (much as the 'mushroom shaped staddle 
stones in muCh smaller granaries.) Originally there may 
have been just nine staddle pillars, but subsequent attetripts 
to shore up the granary saw the addition .of four further 
staddle pinks beneath the sole plates of the giound- floor of 
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the north and south sides. In Blom field ' s History of 
Tusmore, there is an illustration of a Henry Dryden sketch 
of the building in 1845 which shows the central ground floor 
bridging beam supported by a timber prop with no evidence 
of a stadclle pillar. The size of the bridging beam here is 
sufficiently large to make an extra support unnecessary. The 
timber framing is of box frame construction, jettied on all 
sides at first floor level, but only slightly jettied at the gable 
ends at second floor level. Oak appears to have been used 
exclusively throughout the structure, and as noted above, the 
panels between the upright studding are single oak boards 
(see sketch plan on drawing) with the exception of the 
second floor where the lower panels of the north and south 
sides were infilled with wattle and daub. The more durable 
oak would be unnecessary here given the protection 
afforded by the roof. There are traces of black and white 
paint on the exterior, possibly a nineteenth century treatment 
as there are signs of weathering of the timber beneath which 
originally may have been left bare or perhaps treated with 
whitewash or odue to the panels. On the ground and first 
floor levels the comerposts are braced by staight windbraces 
with the exception (for no apparent reason) of the south east 
corner of the second floor. Rails are tenoned into the 
principal post and the windbraces supporting the corner 
posts. Window openings covered by wooden shutters were 
constructed in the north and south elevations at least on the 
ground and first floors and probably on the second floor as 
well. The ground floor has two windows each side, but the 
south side of the fust floor only one. Doors were fitted to all 
three floor levels in the west gable. That on the second floor 
is obscured by rough cast render externally, but internally 
evidence for it can be seen borne out by hinge pins and the 
outline of the doorframe. Although there are stairs internally 
at the moment, these are a later insert, achieved by removing 
a joist to create a hatch on the first floor and cutting a joist 
for a similar hatch on the second floor. Originally, access to 
first and second floor levels could only be achieved by 
ladder externally. This may have been a precaution to guard 
against htunan as well animal predators. 

At first floor level there is a wrought iron pulley hoist 
attached to the door frame undoubtedly used in former times 
to take sacks of gain. No evidence of a similar device could 
be seen at second floor level because of the render covering, 
but clues for this may be hidden beneath. Internally there are 
partitions to create grain storage bins on the ground floor, 
but the first floor area is free from any signs of these. 
Although essentially a fine example of a three storey granary 
very much in its original condition, the main alteration was 
the conversion of the top storey into a dovecote, probably in 
the 18th. century. Nesting boxes were installed using 
softwood (possibly impUrted from the Baltic) and plaster. 
The second floor doorway was blocked and nesting boxes 
built across the opening which means that the intemal 
stairway must also have been cut through at this time or 
earlier. The present roof was renewed in the 1930s 
apparently re-using original slates, but although built as a 
hipped roof with a lantern. , much as depicted in the drawing 
carried out in 1845 by H. Dryden, there is evidence that this 
was not the original shape. According to Mr. J.C. Goom of 
Michael Reardon and Associates, Architects and Historic 
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Building Consultants who undertook a preliminary survey, 
the fact that there were originally tie beams at the east and 
west gable ends above the level of the wall plates on the 
north and south elevations suggests that the roof was gabled 
rather than hipped. It is difficult to comment on the 
suggestion that the granary was moved from nearby 
Somerton, a few miles away; but given the risk of damage 
and the problems of reconstruction it seems likely that it 
stands on the original site. Given the lack of comparable 
regional examples and the untypical style, it would seem 
more credible if the building had been uprooted from 
somewhere in Hereford and Worcester. The evidence of 
carpenters' marks inside suggests that it was the result of the 
combined efforts of at least five carpenters. Possibly there 
is a case for suggesting pie-fabricated timbers brought in 
from elsewhere and erected on site. It is at any rate a rare 
survival of an agricultural building with more affinities to 
industrial warehousing of later centuries than small single 
storey granaries which are the closest parallel in terms of 
fwiction. It is well worth preservation and merits better 
recognition than the current Grade II status on its 
architectural merit alone notwithstanding its rarity value. 

Thame. The Bird Cage Inn. 
PRN 9394. SP 70680588 Mark Taylor. 

In April 1988, the Assistant Keeper visited the Bird Cage 
Inn and undertook a survey with the generous co-operation 
of the landlord and landlady Mr. and Mrs. Ellis. The Bird 
Cage is situated in a small island of shops built upon the 
former wide expanse of the High Street which served the 
market. Originally the town of Old Thame lay at the west 
end of the High St. along the roads encircling the church (see 
the VCH of Oxfordshire, Vol. VII pp.163 onwards) i.e. the 
Oxford road to the north-west and Bell Lane to the south 
east. In the 12th. century there appears to have been 
expansion further eastwards and New Thame itself created. 
The town was undoubtedly increasing in importance during 
the time of Bishop Alexander of Lincoln when the church 
was made a prebend of Lincoln and the bishop provided a 
new site at Thame Park for the Cistercian Abbey because of 
the unsuitable conditions of the former site at Otley. The 
VCH suggests that it is uncertain exactly when New Thame 
and its market were founded, but it is likely to be a 
post-Conquest development and a planned seigneurial 
borough created orn of the Bishop of Lincoln's demesne and 
paying all dues to him. As similar enterprises by lay and 
ecclesiastical lords were common in the 12th. century, 
doubtless the intention was to increase profits from market 
dues and courts and raise the value of rents by attracting new 
tenants. The earliest documentary record of the Tuesday 
Market dates from the time of Bishop Walter de Coutances 
(1183-4) by which time it would have been well established. 
In 1215, a royal charter granting a market at Thame was 
obtained, and in 1219 Bishop Hugh de Welles obtained a 
licence to divert the Oxford to Aylesbury road to make it 
pass through "his town of Thame"; the intention being to 
encourage travellers to pass through to the market place and 
so increase tolls. By the mid 13th. century the town was 
prosperous and expanding, and the centre of the High Street 
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itself, where Middle Row (including The Bird Cage) now 
is, began to be built upon. In the Thame Hunched Rolls of 
1255, Bishop Hugh de Welles was recorded as having built 
houses in the king's highway in Thame in order to increase 
his rents, occupied at that time by a Geoffrey Taylor and five 
others. Also at that time eighteen stalls were erected in the 
royal way, firstly by Bishop Robert Grossetest in 1251-2 and 
later other bishops of Lincoln, Henry Lexington (1254-8) 
and Richard Gravesend (1258-79) and their bailiffs 
increased the encroachments from year to year. From these 
grew up the permanent stalls and houses which constitute 
Middle Row. 

Throughout the middle ages the hundred of Thame belonged 
to the Bishop of Lincoln and he exercised considerable 
rights (see VCH Vol. VII, p.115) These included the right to 
execute all royal writs through his own bailiffs, and to hear 
pleas "de vetitio narnii", normally heard by the sheriff in the 
shire court. The bishop also had the more common 
privileges of view and frankpledge, the assize of bread and 
ale, and the right of hanging on bis own gallows those taken 
with stolen goods. The bishop also had a prison in addition 
io his judicial privileges which is said to have been in the 
cellars of the Bird Cage Inn formerly known as the Cage. 
The prison is referred to in connection with the escape of 
prisoners in 1247 and in 1268, a band of anned men broke 
into the prison and released a man. The last reference is in 
1453, when John Benett, bailiff, let a man escape who fled 
from Thame to Southwark. The cellars of the Bird Cage may 
well predate the present structures above ground, the 
moulded stone doorways and aumbries could be 14th. 
century, but stone cellars' are difficult to date. 

Given that the cellars of the Bird Cage have been linked with 
the Bishop of Lincoln's prison, it seems reasonable to ask 
what function the building above ground served. Assuming 
that it was not a public house from the first, what are the 
likely options? A shop or shops with accommodation for the 
merchant is a strong possibility, but looking at the 
accompanying isometric drawing with the line of the 
pent-roof outshut removed revealing the original 
appearance of the ground floor, it suggests that it could have 
been an open sided market hall. With the expansion of New 
Thame and the development in the High Street in the 13th. 
century, it is tempting to see this building as a focal point 
where the Bishop of Lincoln's bailiff excercised his lord's 
jurisdiction. The bailiff was New Thame's chief officer in 
the middle ages, appinted directly by the bishop. By the 
15th. century at least, there were two bailiffs and two under 
bailiffs. New Thame was divided into four quarters and the 
tithing men for each quarter made presentments at the view 

- of franlcpledge. 

At the great view on St. Luke 's Day (18th. October) the 
bailiff and sometimes other oficers presented those who had 
broken the assizes. Such brea.ches would include breaches 
of the assize of ale or bread, selling meat above price or 
overcharging for other goods. Other misdemeanors included 
selling bad meat and throwing putrid offal from shops into 
the streets or allowing unringed pigs to roam around. More 
serious offences tried included assaults with dagger or lance. 

62 

Most offences might be dealt with by fines which helped 
augment the Bishop of Lincoln's revenues, but the prison in 
the cellars of the Bird Cage could detain those sentenced to 
more serious punishments. 

By the reign of Henry VII it seems that the town itself was 
becoming more autocratic and the bishop's judicial control 
declining, the court perhaps fmally coming to an end with 
the break up of the bishop's manor in 1559. Althoug,h some 
judicial function may have been dispensed from the 
Prebendal House, there is a case for the first floor level of 
the Bird Cage being used by a bailiff for holding courts. 
Apart from its obvious architectural interest, the historical 
backgrotmd of the building holds great potential and more 
research into this aspect could be of tremendous value. 

The Victoria County History states that a market hall or 
moot hall at Tharne is first recorded at Thame in 1509. There 
were shCps underneath, four of whiCh 'were leased by 
Geoffrey Dormer from the Bishop of Lincoln for 20 
shillings. A clock is mentioned in 1543. There is an 
illustration in the VCH opposite p.178 which shows a view 
of the 16th. centtuy market hall as it appeared in the late 
18th. or early 19th.' century. It shows .'a squat, two storey 
timber framed building, square in plan, complete with a 
clock and a lantem added to the roof. There is certainly room 
for shops underneath. This market hall appears to have been 
located to the west of Middle Row where the Bird Cage is 
located, because there are references to the market cross 
standing between the moot hall and the /read of Middle Row, 
with the common well to the south of the cross. This could 
tie in with the decline of the bishop's authority over the 
affairs of the town in the 16th. century, reflected in the 
erection of a new market hall. Further research might 
confirm this. 

The building itself is of time storeys, and doubly jettied on 
three sides to the north, west and south. At ground floor 
level, the weight of the timber framed structure is supported 
on massive corner posts with principal posts supporting the 
bridging beam of the first floor on the west and east. The 
corner posts measure on average 42 cm square and are 
decorated with hell roll moulcling. The principal upright on 
the ground floor west elevation measures 36 cm across and 
has a shaft 15 cm wide, cut from the solid, with cavetto 
chamfering, but the lower portion of this has been damaged 
or deliberately cut away. This shaft supports a brace or knee, 
similarly chamfered which in turn supports the bridging 
beam of the fust floor as it jetties out. These massive 
uprights are located in a sole plate or sill beam, itself resting 
on a low chamfered limestone plinth. Both plinth and sole 
plate have been damaged and subsequentlty repaired in later 
alterations. 

C. A. Hewitt in The Development of Carpentry 1200- 1700, 
pp 104-6, deals with the Cock and Bell, High St. Easter, 
Essex, which exhibits some features comparable with the 
timber frame of the Bird Cage, notably the corner posts and 
the use of a brace or knee to support the dragon beam cut 
from the solid, possibly from an up-ended tree bole. Hewitt 
considers that the Essex building could be ascribed to the 



last quarter of the 14th. centtuy on the basis of the paired 
windbraces on the gable end and the carving on the corner 
post itself. The first floor has a bridging beam running E-W 
into which two dragon beams are tenoned. Supporting the 
bridging beam, dragon beams and wall plates are further 
braces or knees where each wall plate or floor beam meets 
a corner post or principal upright. At ground floor level the 
entire timber frame rests on a sole plate with further 
braces/knees strengthening the points where the cornerposts 
and principal uprights are located into the sole plate. The 
structure at ground floor level is built so solidly it could 
easily have been open sided without requiring any additional 
bracing from intervening walling of rails or uprights. The 
most remarkable survivals of the whole building are two 
splendid oriel windows at first floor level which originally 
would have had an unobstructed view over the market place 
before later encroachment obscured their view westwards. 
These windows have elaborately carved cinquefoil heads to 
the main westward facing lights, trefoil heads to the 
narrower side lights to the oriel, and smaller quatrefoil, 
trefoil, and cusped lights above. The oriels are supported on 
richly moulded aprons each hewn from a solid block of 
wood. In the north elevation at first floor level is a plainer 
window (only visible internally because of the later two 
storey range which obscures this elevation) but still well 
carved with four narrow cusped lights with eight smaller 
cusped lights above. The window in the southern first floor 
elevation is a modem replacement, but whether an oriel 
window graced this elevation also is difficult ot determine 
with subsequent rendering. At first floor level the corner 
posts at the NW and S'W corners show evidenee of moulding 
similar but on a less elaborate scale to that at ground floor 
level, and the dimensions of the posts are less massive as 
one would expect ICnees or braces made of up-ended tree 
boles are again used on this floor to support the dragon 
beams of the jettied second floor. In the north elevation of 
the fiist floor are curved windbraces to the corner posts 
while the south elevation has overlapping or scissor bracing 
between the corner posts and the uprights of the window 
frame. There was no visible sign of windbracing in the west 
elevation of the first floor, but later roughcast render may 
have obscured any signs of this. Internally, the first floor is 
divided into two chambers separated by a wall with curved 
scissor braces. The present staircase rises in the northern 
chamber to provide access to the second floor. Access to the 
first floor is gained from the two storey range to the east. It 
is impossible to detennine whether there was ever any 
alternative arrangement for the stairs since plaster and the 
present decorations do not permit further investigation, but 
it would be worth looking for during any future renovation. 
The present staircase is no earlier than the 19th. century, and 
takes up more space than would originally have been 
practical for the second main chamber of the first floor. It is 
likely that access to the second floor was formerly by a much 
steeper stair ladder. The construction of the second floor is 
identical to that of the first floor with the dragon beams 
tenoned into the main bridging beam which lies on an E-W 
alignment. The corner posts of the second floor are plain, 
but there are curved windbraces to the west elevation and 
curved windbraces with recurved upper and lower ends in 
the south elevation. The fenestration on this floor is modern, 
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but the frames appear original suggesting that they were 
probably of a simple type. The roof is of two bays with tie 
beams and collars to the main trusses and collar beams to 
the principal rafters of each bay. The puffins are clasped 
between the principal rafter and collar beam, and curved 
windbraces spring from the main trusses to the puffins. The 
present roof covering of clay tile is a modern replacement, 
but the original is likely to have been clay tile or stone slate. 

Phasing and alterations 

The Bird Cage Inn occupies a site which reflects more than 
one phase of building and the possible amalgamation of 
three or even four buildings when it became a public house. 
From the doubly jettied duce storey west end of the inn, the 
range of buildings includes a two storey one bay range 
inunediately abutting on the east which in turn becomes a 
more squat two storey range of one bay. This originally 
continued in this fashion for another two bays at least, but 
this eastern portion of the public house was demolished 
sometime in the 1920s or 30s to make way for the 
International Stores. There may still be stone cellarage 
surviving of medieval date beneath the 20th. century 
building. 

Phase 1. From documentary references quoted by the 
V.C.H. it appears that the market place was built upon from 
the 13th. century onwards with stalls and booths giving way 
to permanent shops and buildings. The earliest structure on 
site may be the cellar, and the portion beneath the range east 
of the double jettied market hall element of the Bird Cage 
the earliest element. Above ground, there is evidence in the 
exposed beams of the first floor and other remaining timber 
framing to show that this to show that the range east of the 
"market hall" end actually predates the double jettied three 
storey range. Immediately to the east of the latter range there 
are two corner posts and a principal upright of a building 
which was jettied on three sides, to the west, north and south 
(as with the "market hall"). The beams of the first floor level 
are exposed here and reveal dragon beams tenoned into a 
main bridging beam running E-W. The north west corner 
post, although partly embedded in later walling material 
shows a moulded "capital" and base. The corner posts and 
principal upright are located in the temains of a sole plate 
which sits upon a stone plinth or stub wall. This sole plate 
has been sawn through in several places during alterations 
to the inn; it has been completely removed in the section 
between the principal upright and the NW corner post, being 
only visible beneath the bases of these posts. In the SW 
corner however, further clues to the timber framing are 
visible where a stone stack was built at a later date to support 
fireplaces at first floor level. The east face of the stack has 
embedded part of the frame at this corner and shows part of 
a curved wind brace and a section of sole plate which have 
been sawn through on the north sided of the stack. This 
suggests that at the time the stack was constructed the frame 
of the ground floor west wall of this earlier building was still 
in situ and retained as a partition between the older range 
and the new three storey double jettied range. Evidence for 
the jet4ing of this earlier range is provided by a brace or 



knee on the west face of the principal upright, the remains 
of a knee to support the dragon beam at the NW corner 
(again fashioned from the solid wood probably from an 
up-ended tree bole) and the weathered ends of the first floor 
joists most clearly visible on the south side of this range. The 
wall plate which used to support these joists has been 
removed and they are now suspended by iron straps, 
probably inserted when the pent roof outshut was added to 
the ground floor to give more space. No evidence for early 
timber framing was visible further east than this bay and the 
first floor here appeared to be a modem replacement. The 
conclusion to be drawn from this evidence is that there was 
a jettied building with contemporary (or possibly earlier) 
stone cellars beneath which looked westwards out on to the 
open space of the market. Given the 15th. century date 
attributed to the double jettied "market hall" this must place 
the earlier building somewhere in the 14th. century as there 
is some sign of weathering on the NW corner post and 
dragon beam brace. Whether this earlier building also served 
as a market hall is a difficult question; it is not as substantial 
as its successor to the west, but the cellarage beneath could 
easily have been used to keep prisoners secure for the Bishop 
of Lincoln. 

Phase 2. Sometime in the 15th century, perhaps less than a 
century after the construction of the 14th century jettied 
range, the need for more spacious accommodation was felt 
and the three storey double jettied market hall was built 
directly in front and to the west of the earlier building. 
Access to the first floor of this new structure may well have 
been from within the older range to the east or via an external 
staircase; there are no signs of the dragon beams or first floor 
foists of the floor in the bay immediately east which had been 
cut to take stairs; the original staircase of the 14th century 
building may have risen through the first floor further 
eastwards where the floor has been replaced. In the SW 
corner of the market hall range is a stone stack resting on the 
spine wall of the cellar beneath which appears to be a feature 
contemporary with the construction of this range. This 
supports two fireplaces back to back on the first floor, and 
the stone chirriney rises through the second floor, but is 
visible on the exterior of the east face renewed in brick. The 
stone stack is visible in the southern second floor chamber 
and the roof construction here appears to respect it as it rises 
through, with a baulk of timber placed laterally aginst the 
stack to locate the lower end of the principal rafter. This 
again suggests that this was a contemporary construction. 
Both first floor fireplaces have stone lintels made from a 
single piece of limestone and have jowled cheeks. The 
firebacics are constructed from clay tiles laid on edge in 
horizontal courses. 

Phase 3. Initially, in the 14th and 15th centuries with the 
Phase 1 and 2 buildings jettied on three sides, there may only 
have been a single bay width row of buildings. This seems 
probable when the position of The Bird Cage is noted in 
relation to the street pattern. It stands right in the middle of 
the market place and originally would have left as much 
space to the north as to the south. When the Bishop of 
Lincoln 's prison and market hall (or court hall) was 
superseded by the new market hall in the 16th century, the 
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buildings may have been taken over for use as a public 
house. At this stage or later into the 17th century, more 
accommodation was provided by a two storey timber fume 
wing added to the north face covering the finely carved 
window in the north elevation of the Phase 2 three storey 
double jettied market hall. The NW corner of this wing has 
a dragon beam suggesting that it was jettied to the west and 
the north. At this time an enclosed yard may have been 
added, and there is still evidence of stabling in the lean-to 
outbuildings across the yard to the north of the Bird Cage. 
Other buildings may have started to encroach yet further on 
the market place to the north in this century against-which 
the stabling of the irm yard was later built. This effeetively 
divided the originally vast space of the market into two areas 
with the main thoroughfare of the High St. compelled to pass 
to the south, leaving only a narrow lane to the north. 

Phase 4. To increase space at ground floor level, a petit roof 
outshut was added to the south and partly to the west 
elevations sometime in the 19th. century; substantially 
improving floorspace formerly restricted by the jettying; but 
sadly masking some of the finest feattues of the jertying and 
ground floor timber framing of the Phase 2 building. 

Phase 5. The eastern end of the squat two storey range 
possibly of two bays was demolished in the 1920s or 30s 
and an unpreposessing shop built in its place. The original 
cellars may survive intact beneath and may soon provide an 
opportunity for archaeological investigation since the shop 
is to be developed in the near future. 

The Bird Cage 's place in the history of Thame deserves 
more attention than is possible in the scope of a brief report 
and further research is needed. It is clearly a remarkable 
building which makes a good case for being the prison and 
court hall (incorporating a toll booth), of the Bishop of 
Lincoln. The role of such halls has been discused elsewhere, 
notably by V. Parker in "the Maldng of ICing 's Lynn", and 
S. Rigold. in Archaeologia Cantiana DOOCM, 1968, 
pp.1-22 who notes a double jettied all timber framed 
example from Thaxted in Essex. 

Swalcliffe Lesser Barn 
PRN 11672 SP37793795 Mark Taylor 

In May 1987, The Keeper, the Assistant Keeper, and Jeremy 
Lake visited Swalcliffe to undertake some preliminary site 
clearance prior to recording the remains of the lesser barn. 
The minor barn lies to the east of the Grade 1 listed and 
scheduled 15th. century Reetorial tithe barn. Arranged on 
an E-W alignment it forms the northern boundary of the 
medieval farmyard of Swalcliffe Manor (formerly the 
Rectorial Manor farmhouse) which lies to the east with the 
greater barn on a N-S axis with its two waggon porches 
projecting into the farmyard, forming the boundary to the 
west. The entire Rectorial manor farm complex lies 
immediately west of the medieval church of SS. Peter and 
Paul which contains Saxon elements. The lesser barn is built 
of coursed ironstone and is of seven bays having opposed 
double doors in the middle bay of which only the stumps of 



doorposts now remain. The gables have dressed ironstone 
with diagonal tooling marks. The double doorways are faced 
with ashlar. At the NW and NE corners on the north 
eleVation there is evidence of angle buttresses of ashlar. 
Only traces of the buttress at the NW corner survives, it 
appears to have suffered at the time when the waggon shed 
to the W was added. In the gable ends are tall ventilation 
slits (1.7 m) just above eaves level. Below the slit on the 
external face of the west gable is a strip of roughened 
stonework in the ashlar suggesting that there may have been 
a central buttress here at one time, probably removed when 
the shelter shed was built. The roof consists of six upper 
cruck trusses of which the base of each cruck blade is well 
embedded on three sides in the stonework of the side walls 
leaving only the inner edge of the cruck blade visible from- 
the interior. This method of construction raises questions 
over the assembly procedure. Were the cruck trussei pre 
assembled on the ground and then dropped into place by 
means of a hoist, or was the work on masonry and carpentry 
undertaken at the same time and the trusses hoisted from the 
horizontal to the vertical on the half built wall tops and the 
remaining stonework built around the 'crack bases? Only 
two trusses remain in situ, albeit in ruinous condition; Miss 
I which is complete and truss VI which has ben repaired 
and reinforced with struts to support a fracture in the upper 
part of the southem cruck blade where the upper purlin was 
originally trenched (see fig). The trusses were constructed 
with a collar beam and were joined at the:apex by a-saddle 
into which the upper ends of each cruck blide. were tenoned. 
Resting on the saddle there would have been a ridge pole 
secured to each by a single peg. There were two sets of 
purlins trenched into the upper edges of the cruck blades, 
thelOwer set of purlins secured by curved windbraces. Each 
windbrace was tenoned into the cruck at its linver end and 
secured to the purlin with bare faced lip joints, nailed rather 
than pegged in place. From the straw still adhering io the 
trusses and lodged in the crevices around the wall tops, the 
former roof covering must have been thatch. Quantities of 
chicken wire and occasional heaps of straw connected with., 
this seems to bear this out as the collapsed remaini of the 
roof. 

In the OCCDMS collection of photographs from Packer and 
Simms of Chipping Norton, a pie-war photo of Swalciffe 
showing the lesser barn in the background does indeed show 
thatch and a hipped roof to the waggon porch on the north 
wall of the barn as surmised in the reconstruction drawing. 
The waggon porch, though not actually bonded in to the 
north wall, may still be contemporary with the construction 
of the barn or added shortly after. Later additions to the 
building include a shelter shed abutting immediately to the 
west, added probably in the 19th century (at which time a 
former central buttress in the west gable may have been 
removed -see below). A small outshut was built against the 
outer face of the north wall and against the east cheek of the 
waggon porch probably in the 20th century. As truss VI 
failed in later years, fracturing close to the trenching for the 
upper purlin, the base of the southern cruck blade was 
buttressed by a modem red brick support. Various openings 
have been punched in the barn walls in later years, (see fig) 
to create windows and doorways probably reflecting a 
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change of use of the barn in the 18th. and 19th. centuries. 
Although listed, the fate of the barn given its ruinous 
condition is likely to be one of conversion and 
reconstruction of the side walls to provide terraced cottage 
style housing as part of a scheme to fund the restoration and 
interpretation of the greater barn. The lesser barn is too far 
gone to be a viable restoration project in its own'right but it 
is a shame that a building which appears to be a 
contemporary of the greater barn and just as much a part of 
the farm complex should be sacrificed to save its more 
prestigious neighbour. 

The Lion Hotel Abingdon. 
SU49719707 PRN 12,914 Mark Taylor 

Following the report on the Lion Hotel in SMA, Vol. 18, 
(1988), there have been further opportunities to investigate 
the building as contractors were engaged in stripping out 
some of the later interior decoration and cladding. Removal 
of a close boarded wooden ceiling allowed inspection of the 
underside of the first floor timbers. The joist plan reinforced 
the opinion that the east and west ranges were of two phaies 
of construction; the joists of the east range running N-S 
while those of the west range ran E-W. The first floor was 
braced by a dragon beam in the SW corner of the west range 
suggesting that the west elevation at one time may not have 
abutted any other building further westwards (see report 
ibid.) No evidence for a dragon beam at the SE corner of the 
west range was visible but as more renovation takes place, 
it would be worth looking for a mortise in the bridging beam 
into which the dragon beam could be tenoned. At the 
interface between the east and west ranges at first floor level, 
there' is a bridging beam (measuring nearly 30cm across) 
which appears to support the first floor principal uprights of 
both east and west ranges. This may imply that the east range 
is a rebuild of an earlier range on the same site with a slight 
realigiunent of the eastern elevation where it abuts the 
'building adjoining. Although from the rear of the High 
Street the valle)i between the gables does not indicate any 
noticable difference, there is in fact a gap of nearly 50cm at 
the rear of the building between the timber framing of the 
Lion Hotel and that of the adjacent building eastwards. 

The structure of the east range east elevation consists of at 
least three substantial jowled storey posts visible from the 
passage beneath. The southerrunost storey post appears to 
have been truncated and subsequently supported on brick 
corbelling during later alterations. If the building was not 
jettied out on to the High Street it is feasible that a fourth 
storey post existed, but it is probable that the Lion was 
jettied. Stripping out also revealed evidence for the remains 
of a massive storey post which had been sawn through at 
ground floor level top and bottom to create more floor space, 
either at some stage in the 19th or 20th centuries. The storey 
post is located between the 2nd. and 3nd. bays (from the High 
Street) at the interface between east and west ranges and the 
bridging beam at the interface (see above) is tenoned into 
south side of the storey post. Further bridging beams to the 
east, west and north were also tenoned into this upright 
which must have supported a remakable loading. For this 
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reason the storey post, or what remains of it below ground 
floor level, waS einbedded in the spine wall of the cellar 
below and the base of the post rests on a 'Wood block to deter 
rcitting. At the very base of the post below ground floor level 
there is a mort se on its west face with three peg holes. This 
was designed to take a brace which must have risen through 
the floor level and probably supported the underside of the 
bridging beam tenoned into the west face of the storey post 
at first floor level. No evidence for similar bracing east of 
the storey post could be seen. 'There must have been a 
partition internally in the west range between the 2nd and 
3rd bays given the position of the brace springing from cellar 
level. This would 'create a. large two bay groturd floor 
chamber- facing ontci High Street with a smaller Single bay 
width chamber to the rear. The intemal partitioning of the 
ground floor of the east range is less easy to establish unless 
further stripping reveals the undersides of bridging beams 
and evidence of mortises for uprights, but it is likely that the 
passageway was inserted at a later phase. 

Bicester, The Old Vicarage 
SP 58282230 

Following an invitation from the preient owners, Mr and 
Mrs Healey who are at present restoring the house, J M 
Steane and S Stradling (Conservation Officer, Cherwell 
District Council) visited the building on 9.2.89 to carry out 
a field investigation. 

The Old Vicarage is aligned ENE - NSW with a long two 
storeyed range facing onto Church Street. Two wings 
project on the south side. There is aLso a Victorian projection 
to the north, a long outshut and a porch. The laouse and 
garden abut onto the north weit part of the churchyard. From 
the south there is no hint externally that this is a fine late 
medieval house. The central range is much cut about with 
later windows and is rendered. Both wings are built of 
limestone rubble and are tiled. The south east wing facing 
onto the churchyard has a series of square headed windows 
c.1500 with the mullions removed. Most of the other 
extemal features are Victorian in date. 

From the internal features it is clear that the c.1500 house 
consisted of a hall and solar with a cross range. The hall 
consists of a 3 bay structure, now divided by the insertion 
of a floor. It retains a fine arch-braced collar truSs roof with 
two ranges of chambered purlins, but jointed into the 
principal rafters, cambered collars, and hollow-chambered 
braces extending from the apex of the arches down to the 
wall posts. The common rafters are supported by ashlars. 
The wall posts must originally have sprung from corbels but 
they have been cut at wall-plate level. All the timbers are 
smoke blackened indicating the former existence of a central 
hearth. The listed building description is strangely 
inaccurate on this point. The two bay roof of the chamber at 
the west end of the main range has a similar structure except 
that there is a ridge piece, no ashlaring and the Central truss 
is of "scissor" type, fonned by opposed S-shaped braces and 
the timbers are not smoke blackened indicating that the floor 
is coeval with the structure. The chamber or solar contains a 

67 

timber-flattened four-centred arched fireplace with a 
wooden bressumer, recessed spandrels and hollow claamfer 
carried down to the stone jambs. The chamber below has a 
ceiling with intersecting moulded V section beams and very 
wide hollow-chamfered joists. At the intersection is a plaster 
boss in the form of a head, probably 19th century in date. 
There are two flattened four centred arched doorways (one 
with original plank door and ironmongery). The massive 
fireplace with a timber lintel is a replacement. 

The cross-wing has 17th - early 18th century and 19th 
century roof structures but there is a fragment of an earlier 
roof with a diagonally set ridge-piece. The present through 
passage from the front door now opening onto a 19th century 
stair hall is probably on the site of an earlier cross passage. 

The Vicarage at Bicester was ordained in or before 1226 
when it was arranged that the vicar was to have a stipend of 
£2 for himself, his chaplain and clerics, and sufficient food. 
The priory further undertook to provide a suitable house 
outside the priory and bear all the "burdens" of the church 
except those belonging to the parish (VCH, Oxfordshire, VI, 
41). Some time later, however, the practice of boarding the 
vicar in the priory instead of providing him with food and 
drink was adopted. It was condemned at the visitation of 
1445. The present house may well have been an attempt to 
regularize the position at the end of the 15th century. 

The building, fits quite well into the typology of medieval 
priests' houses studied by WA Pantin in ('Meciieval priests ' 
houses' in South-west England, Medieval Archaeology' 
1957, 118-146). Several of the examples he cites are 
medieval "hall houses" of three parts, a central hall with a 
two storied part at either end. 

The Busy Bee, 23, West St. Helen St. Abingdon. 
PRN 10889 SU 49659696 Mark Taylor 

The Assistant Keeper visited this building to inspect the 
interior, in response to a notification from the Vale of the 
White Horse District Conservation Officer that an 
application for demolition had been submitted. Some 
redevelopment had already taken place to the rear of the 
property and plans to develop the street frontage 
inunediately to the south of number 23 have been granted 
permission. With the intention of demolishing and replacing 
the existing building with office or retail premises, the 
owners had conunissioned a structural survey of number 23 
which suggested there were numerous structural faults and 
weaknesses and that the timber framing was unsound. When 
inspected in March 1989 by Mr. Babcock, the HBMC 
structural engineer, he came to the conclusion that there was 
little evidence that the structural engineer commissioned by 
the owner had probed far enough beneath the existing 
decoration and paintwork to be able to draw such 
conclusions about the state of the timber framework. 
Moreover, the majority of the remarks in the survey dealt 
with an 18th or early 19th century two storey rear extension 
of shoddy construction and no architectural merit which 
could happily be demolished without detriment to the 
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historic structure. The overall impression which the HBMC 
structural engineer gained from bis visit was that the 
building was remarkably complete, was capable of 
prservation and deserved to be listed. As a result moves are 
now in progress to award the protection of listed status to 
23, West St. Helen's St. and save one of the few remaining 
timber framed structures on the west side of the street (21, 
19, and 17, West St. Helen St. forming a group immediately 
to the north.) Although decoration and internal fittings did 
not allow a complete examination of the timberstructure and 
some of the timbers (shown dotted in the drawing) were 
inferred, it was still possible to establish an impression of an 
essentially complete structure. This consists of a two bay 
and tivo storey construction with a roof of tie beams and 
collars to the principal rafters and substantial curved 
windbraces springing from the principal rafters to the 
purlins. The purlins, though not actually visible (exc.ept for 
the ends exposed in the roughcast -rendered north gable) 
would appear to be clasped between the principal rafters and 
collar beams. At the north gable end there is a suggestion in 
the contours of the plaster internally and the roughcast 
externally that there are queen posts from tie beam to collar, 
but the central truss has Only a single upright from tie to 
collar. No evidence of the method used in the southern gable 
'could be seen beneath the mdsting decoration. The roof 
trusses rested oni jowled uprights, probably storey-posts to 
the rear of the building at least, a point which can be 
confirmed by a subsequent visit during refurbishment. The 
jowled upright (storey-post) beneath the central roof truss 
showed signs of: a mortise cut to take the, of a 
windbrace (see drawing) and it appears'-that this was the 
likely method of bracing the main uprights. The south gable, 
however, has arched braces from the jowled uprights to the 
underside of the tie beam and this may have been adopted 
for the north gable, but once again further investigation 
during refurbigunent will confimi. 23, West St. Helen St. is 
probably of later 16th or early 17th century date and 
iepresents a modest dwelling in a street which had once been 
part of the thriving medieval centre leading doi.vn to a wharf 
by the Thames just below St. Helen's Church. By the later 
18th. and certainly by the 19th. century, the area had 
declined and the timber framed houses on the western street 
frontage here and there gave way to entrances to 
overcrowded courts of poorly built dwellings. A free 
standing stone chimney stack was built in the north bay (bay 
2) possibly as an original feature, but its position is unusual. 
A second stack, probably of brick was built in the southem 
bay (bay 1) by the 19th. century. To the rear, a shoddy brick 
and timber frame two storey range was added in the late 
18th. or early 19th. century of several bays' length and 
twining E-W. An additional outshut was added in the 19th. 
century and some years later, after buildings to the smith 
were demolished, a brick gable was built against the 
southem end of the timber frame. The building is also likely 
to have changed use and become a shop with plate glass 
windows inserted about this urne. There is no suggestion so 
far of jettying but this could again be confirmed at a later 
stage. The timber framing of number 23 is relatively 
complete and from the elements visible would tepay ftu-ther 
investigation during future refurbishment. It is of historic 
interest and worthy of saving for its own sake, but deserves 
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to be saved for its group value with the three timber framed 
buildings to the north. Considering the extent of demolitions 
of timber framed buildings on this side of the street in the 
late 1930s and after, these few survivals just manage to 
offset and alleviate the modem developments elsewhere in 
the street. 

Cogges Manor Farm - Granary 
PRN 4601 SP 36190963 

The restoration of the buildings at Cogges has made 
considerable progress this year. The granary has been 
restored and work is now concentrated on the barley barn 
and attached stable. The Keeper was involved in 
Febniary/March 1988 in digging apple tree holes in the 
orchard. Flint implements, medieval and post medieval 
pottery were found. A Shishtawi of the Conservation 
Section has visited the interior of the house and has started 
to record the sucessive schennes of interior decoration, 
taking samples from painted woodwork, wall painting and 
wallpaper. During the restoration of the granary it was 
possible to record the roof structure, aLso the grain bins and 
a wall painting. Paul Reynolds has recorded the walls of the 
barley barn in 'a stone. -by-stone survey. He has also drawn 
up the roof stnictures. At present he is engaged in recomling 
in detail soine of the lesser buildings in the garden including 
the woodshed, pnvy and pump-house. 

The granary at Cogges Manor Fann is situated on the 
northern edge of the property to the north west of the 
farmyani. It is in full view of the kitchen and the faim office, 
a convenient location because its security was important; it 
contained, when its bins were full of grain, a considerable 
proportion of the fanners' moveable wealth. During 1987-8 
a second programme of restoration was undertaken which 
necessitated the removal of the stone slates and the repair of 
the roof timbers. Recording was done by J M Steane during 
July and September 1988. 

The building is rectangular in plan and is 7.5 m long on the 
east side and 8.04 m long on the west. The intemal width is 
4.9 m and the walls are 62cm wide at the north and south 
ends and 52cm on the east and west sides. It is two storied. 
The upper storey was the grain store proper. Access was 
from the south by means of a doorway and wooden door. An 
extemal staircase may fozmerly have connected it with the 
ground floor. Two beams above the deorway fonnerly 
protruded and may have supported a framework for a sack 
hoist. The roof structure is divided into three bays of unequal 
length (bay one from the south is 2.11 m long, bay two is 
2.02 m and bay three is 2.55 m long). The roof is supported 
on two raised cruck trusses (Mercer E English Vernacular 
Houses, London 1975, 97). These are joined with slightly 
cambered and chamfered collars. The joists 'are unusual. 
Instead of the more normal tenons a species of bare-faced 
lapped dovetail has been used. There are two ranges of 
purlini in each bay butt jointed into the cnicks. The tapering 
crucks are embedded into the wall tops and notched to 
receive the wall plate which lies along the top of the wall, it 
is clear from the existence of extra slots providing for 



non-existent collars and others contftining sawn off puffins 
that the crucks were designed for a different building and in 
their present situation are second-hand materai. This is aLso 
borne out by the fact that the mortises at the apex do not fit 
the present timbers. The other major timbers in the roof, the 
purlins, similarly show signs of having come from another 
roof. One has notches at regular intervals indicating that it 
is a re-used floor beam with six joist holes cut out of it The 
ridge planks are held in place by triangular boards attached 
to each side of the apex. 

The grain was stored in four bins, two each side of the central 
passage way and made of posts, studs and boards nailed to 
them. Rats have gnawed holes between the boards and these 
have been stopped with repairs in pieces of timber board 
with Chamfered edges and sheets of tin. The boards appear 
to be of ehn but an addition at the north end his been made 
in pine. Between bays 2 and 3 is a hinged flap which when 
unlOosed could have divided the grain store off from bay 3. 
The walls of the grain bins are covered in thick whitewa.shed 
plaSterwhich extends well above the wall tops doubtless to 
keep the grain from spilling over. 

The.third bay seems to have acted as a general storage space 
on the north wall, east side is a painted inscription in capital 
letters which reads as, follows. ,CAUTION FGEORGE W 6 
DOG Tosy W GRIDDLERS AND DOMESTIC NT. 
There is also a large "RM" and ismall human figure. 

The ground floor of the granary has been altered greatly. It 
served as a small trap house for the fann ancl has since been 
adapted as the toilet accommodation for the museum. It is 
not clear how access was arranged to the floor above. It may 
have been by means of an external staircase of which all 
trace has irow disappeared. What is clearis the immense 
strength of the beams which had to take the dead weight of 
the grain above. There too, it is evident, from the slots cut 
in them for joists, that they were second-hand when used for 
their present purpose. 

The date of the building is likely to be in the eighteenth 
century. 

College Cottage, Sparsholt 
PRN 14089 SU 34758782 

At the invitation of the owner, Mrs Bayliss and at the 
instance of Mrs Howse who is preparing a book about the 
history of Sparsholt, J M Steane stuveyed this building on 
6.1.89. 

The houses was fonnerly .larown as Queens 'Cottage and 
before that the Old Vicarage. It lies about 10 m weit of the 
village Street and is aligned approximately east-West witti its 
gable end at right angles ti) the road. 

It is evidently of two main building periods,mid 16tb century 
and 20th century when it » was much enlarged. The 16th 
century, range is 11.42 m long and 5.89 m wide (external 
measurements). 
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Phase one 1550-1600. A three bay timber-framed house was 
built of which the north wall remains intact; the roof is well 
preserved but the rest of the building, south and east wall, 
has been completely rebuilt. 

The north front shows typical box frame construction. The 
main posts are jowled. The braces at the north west corner, 
seen frorn the inside are large and curved. The ground floor 
consisted of a spacious parlour heated with a large central 
fireplace with timber lintel and a moulded four centred arch. 
The limestone jambs are also moulded and stopped. The 
back of the fireplace is of brick but seems to have been 
renewed. The other main room downstairs is the kitchen on 
the other side of the stack: This also has a fueplace with 
stone jambs. The original staircase has gone and is replaced 
with a modem one. 

The roof !which was inspected is of three bays and consists 
of the beam's, massive !principal rafters, Collars and two 
ranges of butt-jointed purlins. At the apex of each truss. are 
triangiilar pieces of .wood which receive.- a solid square 
section ridge pole. There are two sets of substantial purlin.s. 
There is only one windbrace ,between the loWer purlin and 

! the principal rafter. There is a:central chimney built of phalli 
! blocks whiCh appear to be original. This tapers towards the 
! top. The upper part of the flues are briilt in narrow bricks. 
. The top of the chirruiey has been either rebuilt or, More 

likely, has been heightened. The collar iS Cambered; nuss 
no. 2 (the central one) has the chimney built up againstlt. 

! The collar issupported with QUeen pèsts: The partition 
consists of Studs and riyen lathes with-Plaster coating::Truss 

!-L no. 3 (the Original end of, the building) has, studs close 
together-with lathes and Plaster. The studs have groovea in 

! them and so has the collar., It is likely that the lathes and 
plaster have been.renéWed. 

Above the parlour is a bedroem with a small !fireplace; here - 

! the timber lintel is virtually flat but with just a suggestion of 
. a four centre-d shape. The stone jambs are chamferid.! The 

back of the fireplace is of brick. 

..! The ancient windows have all been removed- but there are 
! notches to take the frames of the upper windows -;(abcOit 

2/3rds of the depth of the modem ones) in the principal 
, timbers and studs. Other intereiting feathres, seen on! the 
north front are two wedge shaped notches or ."scotches" on 
the north face of one of the principal vertical timbers:These 

f were probably used in the original rearing of the timbers., 

The house was formerly divide,d into two cottages and it 
' would divide easily on a 2 up 1 down basis. There are signs 
of a former front door on the east sicle of the north front. 

. World War II Factory at Tubney Wood 
1PRN 13988 SU 44859980 

! Following information from Nigel Dawe of 47 Elizabeth 
!Avenue, Peachcroft Farm, Abingdon, OX14: 2NS 
(Abingdon 528242) J M Steane and I Hombrook visited the 

! site of this camouflaged World War II factory. 
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The site lies on "the old Heath" in thick woodland to the west 
of the Oxford-Wantage road. It consists of five long brick 
ranges two lying close to one another aligned east-west and 
two north-south. They have flat roofs with metal ventilators 
and a few windows but a number with ventilation slits. There 
are steel ladders with hand rails giving access to roof. There 
is a concrete and pitch lined static water tank, also a small 
brick burner with a collapsed concrete roof. There is a small 
sewage works in the south west part of the site. Also a 
number of wooden huts or brick pillars with concrete slots 
for bicycles. 

We interviewed Albert Johnson of Appleton (No 41 High 
Street, Appleton, house next to Post Office) who told us of 
his experiences as foreman, 2nd in command of the works 
in the 1940s. 

He said the decision to build the factory in 1940 was 
following saturation bombing by the Luftwaffe of Coventry. 
The machinery for the manufacture of Bofors Anti-Aircraft 
gun barrels was irreplaceable so the decision was taken to 
shift 50% of it to woodland in Oxfordshire. The factory was 
built by Benfield and Loxley, an Oxford firm. It was built 
with brick and an undulating concrete roof which would 
collect water and look like pools from the air. Large flower 
pots with coniferous trees growing in them were placed on 
the roof to camouflage it and it wa.s thought that it was 
indistinguishable from surounding woodland at more than 
2500ft. Despite this they are clearly visible on the RAF 
verticals 1947 (SU 49NW). 

The works are completely electrified and there was an 
overhead electric crane running the full length of the 
building. The rough-outs of the banels were cast in Sheffield 
and were brought in by mid. The gun was designed by Mr 
Landstrut, a Swede. They were designed with a special 
rifling which made possible rapid fire. They were eight feet 
long. The barrels were removed from the gun after they had 
fired 500 rounds to cool off. A further 250 rounds would be 
fired and the barrels then scrapped. Mr Johnson remembers 
that there was a no 1 shop where the "roughing up stage" 
was carried out and a No. 2 shop where the fitters made 
certain the barrels were properly finished off. The nos. 3 and 
4 shops were identical. They were AID inspected before 
they left the premises. There was a firing range at Clacton 
where they were tested. 

There were 250-300 women, all skilled machinists, in the 
factory who came in by coaches from Wootton, Faringdon 
and Cowley. Many were evacuees from London. A number 
were girl servants from the big houses at Boars Hill where 
they had been working a 16 hour day and were glad of the 
break! There were two 12 hour shifts. From 8 am - 8pm and 
from 8 pm to 8 am seven days a week. Mr Johnson thought 
this strained the health of his workers and brought the 
doctors in to cut back the hours. He pointed out that the 
women after 8 hours work got very tired so to begin with 
they cut back to six nights a week and then 5 1/2 days a week 
and 12 hours a day and the production went up. We enquired 
about wages. Mr Johnson reckoned this was "bloody 
rubbish" as he put it There used to be concerts for the night 
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shift at 1.30 in the monring. They evidently had concerts 
supplied by ENSA. 

Mr Johnson stated that he and his wife had come down from 
' Coventry to Oxfordshire and had then stayed here. He 

recalled that a certain cinema had been programming "Gone 
With the Wind", and this had been destroyed by incendiary 

' bombs. He had himself ended up in a bomb hole-having 
driven into it in the dark. He also recalled the Home Guard. 
They were supplied with guns but the officer held onto the 
bullets. Look, Duck and Vanish (L.D. and V.) were their 
motto. He recalled without affection a manager who Was a 
Salvation Army member and was in charge of an ordnance 
factory! Towanis the end of the war in 1944 he was moved 
to RolLs Royce Merlin Aero Engines at the Abingdon MG 
factory. 

OXFORDSHIRE CO1UNTY COUNCIL 
DEPARTMENT OF LEISURE AND ARTS 

MUSEUM SERVICE 

1989 REPORT 
Keith Ray 

In contrast with previous- years, little significant buildings 
record work was carried out by County Museum 
archaeological officers. Instead, many site visits were made 
in connection with proposed landscape works, and such 
visits often resulted inthe discovery of hitherto unrecorded 
features. At Greys Court (SU 725834) two large 
'ornamental' earthworks svere noted within the Deer Park. 
At nearby Lambridge Wood (SU 735845) an insubstantial 
rectilinear- enclosure defined by low banks was observed. 
North of Clumey Heath (SU 696750) a complex sequence 
of ancient woodland boundary earthworks was traced. At 
Merton an eleventh-hour intervention in the course of 
borrow pit digging (at SP 570170) for the M40 construction 
interrupted the destruction of two ring-ditches and ensured 
that a salvage project funded by the construction company. 
(and carried out by Oxford Archaeological Unit) could take 
place. 

Monitoring of works affecting Scheduled Monuments took 
place at Ascoft Earl (Ascot under Wychwood) (SP 297184) 
and at Sufton Courtenay (SU 497925). At the latter, 
Southern Electricity took a power supply line on H-poles 
across the centre of the Scheduled area. A series of machine 
pits were cut in a dig and fill operation. Observations in the 
course of this p- rocess revealed buried field-system ditches 
and at least one pit not 'Visible on any of the extensive series 
of aerial photos which had led to the initial Scheduling. 
Field visits in the Fawley area helped to establish the 
regional significance of the upstanding earthwork field 
system at Mere End Down (SU 365818) just within 
Oxfordshire in Letcombe Bassett parish, and it has duly been 
Scheduled. 



A training excavation was sponsored by the County 
Museum at Cogges Manor Farm (SP 362095) and was 
carried out by Bria.n Durham (OAU). A small area 
excavation in advance of service-trench laying established 
that in an earlier phase the manor house complex cornprised 
ranges of buildings on at least three sidesof a central 
courtyard. Recording work on the exterior of the manor 
house revealed that it was formerly plastered and 
colour-washed. Lirnited recording was also done by John 
Steane on the Wheat Barn, currently undergoing restoration. 

The remainder of the fieldwork undertaken was for Sites and 
Monuments Record enhancement purposes. At Hen's 
Grove, Swinbrook (SP 292138), a field visit led to the 
suggestion that the monument comprises two long mounds 
facing away from each other, rather than a single mound cut 
in two by antiquarian trenching. An inspection of the 
claimed long barrow southeast of Ascott under Wychwood 
and close to the Shipton-Charlbury road north of Cornbury 
Park (SP 314185) resulted in the conclusion being drawn 
that this is not a feature of this type and may indeed be 
natural in origin (contra. Brown, L 1978 'A survey of the 
Condition of Oxfordshire Long Barrows', No 8, Fig 2. 
Oxoniensia XLIII, p243). A visit was made to Lower Radley 
(SU 535988) to inspect the round barrow there. It is possible 
that a slight rise to the southeast of this mound, on the crest 
of the terrace edge above the floodplain, may represent the 
site of another even more spread mound. Meanwhile, a field 
close by was inspected, where two ring ditches had been 
noted on aerial photos. 

At Huntercombe Manor (SU679878) the 1970s fmdspot 
of some tiles discovered in the course of digging foundations 
for a horse box was visited. A survey of earthworks in the 
paddock concerned revealed the course of an old trackway 
leading from the Chiltem scarp to the manor. An earthwork 
representing wall foundations perhaps marks the line of the 
manorial enclosure. The manor house itself a flint and brick 
building, incorporates ashlar blocks, at least one of which 
bears a fragment of a much-wom inscription. 

At llbury Farm, Deddington (SP 436307) a spread of 
stones which were reported to appear to have been burned 
were visited. A concentration of rounded Middle lias stones, 
some of which had oxidised surfaces, was found to occupy 
a slight knoll in a ploughed field- west of the farm. 
Fieldwalking produced few other than recent finds. The 
Imoll was noted as being uniform in shape, rounded, and 
with a slight concentric depression around its western and 
southern flanks. It has therefore been registered as a possible 
round bartow. 

Co-operative fieldworic with local archaeological groups 
and individuals was carried out as usuaL for instance at West 
Hanney and at Stonor Park. In conjunction with Mr Tim 
Copeland, visits were made to the Ditchley Estate in 
connection with his long term survey project on the North 
Oxfordshire Griin 's Ditch. In Shilcott Wood, Spelsbury 
(SP 382222) surviVing traces of linear earthworks may be 
connected with the banjo enclosure observed on aerial 
photographs relating to an adjacent field. 
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Monitoring of contract archaeological projects continued to 
be a major field commitment, with site visits to assessment 
and recording action excavations by various contractors at 
sites in Banbury, Thame, Bampton, Eynsham, Ducklington, 
Hatford, Abingdon and Drayton. 

Sites and Monuments Record computerisation progress was 
reviewed and amendments made to the input progress. As a 
consequence, progress was made, despite personnel 
changes, towards the completion of initial transfer of data 
for South Oxfordshire and the Vale of the White Horse 
districts. 

OXFORDSHIRE ARCHAEOLOGICAL UNIT 

Abingdon Vineyard redevelopment 
- Tim Allen SU 499 972 (Fig. 1-5) 

Excavation of Area 5 and the W part of Area 4 has now been 
completed; for the position of the trenches see Fig. 1 and 2. 
The site sits upon a peninsula of first gravel terrace on the 
N bank of the Thames, surrounded on the N and E sides by 
the river Stert. The original course of the Stert was still active 
in 1757, when Rocque's map of Berkshire was published, 
but it now runs down a culvert 'beneath Stert Street; the 
approximate line of the former course is marked on Figure 
1, and is closely followed by the modern Station Road 
(Fig. 2). A stunmary of the discoveries is given below. 

There were no Neolithic or Bronze Age feanrtes on the site. 
Evidence of earlier prehistoric activity is, however, shown 
by a flint axe, a barbed and tinged arrowhead, and an 
assortment of other struck flint found in residual contexts. 

The earliest features are small pits of the Early Iron Age 
(c 500 BC), but these are few, and occupation does not 
become extensive until the Middle Iron Age (300 BC 
onwards). For a plan of the prehistoric and Early Roman 
features Fig. 4. Circular house enclosure gullies of this date 
occur over the entire site; at least eight have been identified, 
each accompanied by a group of grain storage pits. Evidence 
of metalworlcing, bone working, spinning, weaving and 
pottery production has'come frnm the site, as well as saddle 
quems for corn-grinding, daub from the walls of the houses 
and general domestic refuse. In the SW corner of the 
excavation preservation was unusually good, and a 
succession of floor surfaces was recovered, together with 
hearths, areas of cobbling and stake-holes. The hearth 
should provide a magnetic date, useful as an independent 
check on the pottery dating. 

This pattern of settlement continues into the early Roman 
period; the same activities are represented by prolific finds 
from pits, wells, and "ditches of the mid and late 1st century 
AD. The circular enclosures are, however, replaced by a 
system of linear ditches forming square or rectangular 
enclosures, and structural evidence of houses does not 
survive. That these wasted is Clearly shown by the wall-daub 
found in the pits; buildings of this date from the region' are 
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often built on timber ground-sills and do'not leave any trace 
in the ground. The pottery includes a high proportion of fine 
wares, bearing out the prosperity suggestid at Abingdon in 
this period by previous discoveries, notably in E St Helen's 
Street. In the first century AD setdernent is as dense as in 
the Iron Age, but intense occupation seems to end in the 
early to mid 2nd century. Very few features containing later 
Roman finds Occur, 'suggesting that there was an abrupt 
change of use at this time. 

The exception to this occurs in the SE corner, of the site, 
where traces of a :Roman masonry building have been 
'discovered (Fig. 3). This consisted Of an E-W range ten 
nietres wide, of which parts of three rrioms and a yard 
containing a comcirier were excavated., On the E two rooms 
ocCupied thiwidth of the. range; the m' ore- sOutherly of these 
(2) was not investigated, but the northern room (1) had a 
sunken clay and mortar floor, 1 m below the floor of the yard 
adjacent. This maY have been a cellar. Room 3, which lay 
in the SW corner of the excaVation;.had been heavily robbed, 
but thousands of tesserae were fonnd.in the rubble backfill, 
showing that it had once had a tesiellated floor, and lumps 
of painted wall plaster iistify to gandily decorated walls. 

Between Rooms 2 and 3 was a nfortar-floored yard with 
néarth.s and a scatter of post pads upon it: The hearths 

aippear to have been connected With ironworking, and the 
yard was prObably Covered by a lean-to roof. N of Room 3 
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Fig. 1. Abingdon: drift geology. 
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a large circular comdrier had been sunk into the yard floor. 
This was an elaborate structure fed from stokeholes on both 
E and W. The building clearly had agricultural uses, but the 
high quality of the decoration in Rooms 3 and 1 suggests a 
domestic function as well. 

N of the boundary wall was a square well, stone-lined to a 
&nth of 2.80 m, with a wooden planked framework at the 
bottom. This produced a number of nearly complete vessels 
dated to the early 2nd century. The date of the well, and by 
implication the adjacent building, thus closely followed the 

; end of the early Roman settlement, and perhaps suggests a 
' major replanning of the town at this time. The well remained 
. in use during the 3rd century AD; it is not yet lcnown vvhen 
; the building went out of use. 

Probably associated with the building was a group of four 
Roman burials found 50m to the NW (Fig. 3). One of these 
had been buried in a wooden coffin; the others had coffins 
of lead, two of which had a form of linenfold decoration 
along the lid, the third a criss-cross cable decoration.. These 
clearly represent a wealthy group of individuals, possibly a 

, family group. 

Only two features dating to the Pagan Saxon period were 
found (Fig. 4). These were both rectangular huts with sunken 
floors, probably, dating to the 6th century, and both 
contained weaving equipment as well as domestic pottery 

+ + + + 
+ + 4- + 



and bones. Since these features are sometimes sunk up to 
0.8 m below contemporary ground level, it is possible that 
other evidence of Saxon occupation had been obliterated by 
medieval cultivation, but the absence of any pits or 
postholes, or even of stray finds, suggests instead that this 
area was peripheral to Early Saxon Abingdon, which was 
centred further W. 

There were similarly few Mid or Late Saxon settlement 
features or finds from the soils sealing the Roman 
settlement. Documentary tradition places the Mid Saxon 
monastery at the S end of the medieval abbey cloister, some 
60 m S of the excavation, and Martin Biddle suggests that 
the Late Saxon cloister was also well to the S, separated from 
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Fig. 2. Abingdon: location of trenches. 
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the church by the monks' graveyard. The absence of Saxon 
material from this excavation bears this tradition out. 

The only feature that may be of Late Saxon origin is the 
Convent Ditch, which was a moat c 10 m wide traced from 
Station Road S to the W end of St Nicholas's Church (Fig. 4 
and 5). This is the watercourse shown on the Monk's Map 
and another 16th century map of Abingdon, which is known 
from documents to have existed from at least 1387 AD. One 
possible date for its construction is the time of Abbot 
Ethelwold, who rebuilt the abbey in 959 AD after its 
destruction by Viking raids, and who is known to have been 
responsible for the digging of another major new 
watercourse, the abbey mill stream. The provision of a moat 
on the western side of the abbey between the Stert and the 



'Thames would have made the abbey site an island, much 
easier to defend than previously. 

This western boundary to the abbey may then mark the 
original line of the Oxford Road into the Market Place, and 
thence down E St Helen's Street to the Thames. The existing 
street layout may only have assumed its present form in the 
12th century, when the Steil was diverted down Stert Street, 
perhaps to provide a water supply for St John's Hospital at 
the abbey gate, and tenements were established alongside it 
backing on to a new abbey wall. Previous excavations in 
Broad Street, Stert Street and the Vineyard (Vineyard 
Redevelopment Area 1) have confirmed the rapid 
emergence of tenements in the late 12th century, apparently 
the result of deliberate tovvn replanning (see also S MA 19 
(1989), 45). 

It is known from documents that the moat was used as a 
fishpond vrithin the abbey grounds, also serving to separate 
the abbey buildings from the gardens, orchards and vineyard 
occupying the newly enclosed area. An alternative date for 
its construction might be the 14th century after the great riots 
of 1327, when the townspeople stormed and fired the abbey 
buildings. The rioters entered the abbey through St 
Nicholas's Church, and it is possible that the Great Ditch 
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was dug during the following repairs as a defence against 
further trouble. 

The medieval lay cemetery of Abingdon has now been 
shown not to extend as far N as the Stert, the graves being 
confined to the S edge of the development area. The N 
boundary of the cemetery was a large E-W ditch, which ran 
right across the excavation; N of this there was no medieval 
occupation, just open ground. Two areas of graves were 
excavated, from which some 750 articulated bodies were 
recovered, plus at least 250 charnel skulls representing other 
disturbed graves. The bodies all lay approximately E-W, and 
were a mixed population of men, women and children of all 
ages. Most were in single graves, but ?soup burials of up to 
six individuals were also recorded. There were few grave 
goods in the cemetery, but these did include a scribe's 
parchment-pricker and a bone peg from a musical 
instrument. 

The more easterly area appears first to have been used for 
burial in the llth century; quite a number of the early graves 
lay within stone cists, or had stone 'ear muffs', a 
characteristic of 12th century burials in this region. 
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Fig. 3. Abingdon: Iron Age and Roman feattues. 
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Early in the life of the cemetery, a grid of rough stone 
foundations was laid within it. These did not enclose floors, 
and were probably sleeper walls for a timber bell-Aower. 
Burials continued to be made immediately adjacent; some 
of these were cut through when in the 13th century the 
bell-tower was surrounded by a massive stone wall of 
octagonal shape. An impression of what the abbey looked 
like at this time can be gained from Pembridge, 
Herefordshire, where the surviving church and bell- tower 
are in very much the same relationship. The bell-tower at 
Abingdon did not however outlast the medieval period; 
during the early 14th century it was demolished and the 
walls extensively robbed. The robbing is dated by two 
unworn silver pennies found in the bacicfilling of the robber 
trenches. Possibly the bell- tower was a casualty of the 1327 
riots in Abingdon, when the townspeople stormed the abbey 
and set fire to the buildings. 

Further burials were made over the demolished tower, the 
latest being only 0.5 m below present ground surface. The 
western area of burials contained far fewer skeletons, and 
appears to represent a late extension of the cemetery, as the 
first burials here overlay the 13th century robber trenches of 
another medieval building. This building had massive walls 
buuressed at the corners and along the sides, and although 
only the northern end of it lay within the excavation, its 
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position and plan suggest that it may have been a chapel. 
The documents refer to a chapel of the Holy Cross, dedicated 
to St Echnund and St Guthlac, situated near to the entrance 
to the lay cemetery. Lying just E of the Convent Ditch at the 
western edge of the cemetery, this building fits the 
description. Its demolition in the late 13th century would 
also fit with the abandonment of the chapel of the Holy Cross 
after a new chapel to St Edmund was built in the town in 
1288 AD. 

Cut into the latest burials was a group of very large pits, 
which contained rubble from the demolition of the abbey 
buildings after 1538. Much painted window glass and inlaid 
floor tiles came from these, shedding indirect light on the 
richness of the vanished abbey church. 

Documentary sources tell us that the Convent Ditch was 
cleaned out on numerous occasions, and indeed few finds 
earlier than the late medieval period came from the ditch 
silts. In the late medieval period the ditch separated the lay 
cemetery from a vicarage set within the angle between the 
moat and the abbey wall attached to St Nicholas's church, 
and bounded on the N by an orchard (Fig. 4). Very little of 
the vicarage survived, only two circular stone-lined wells 
and two rectangular cesspits, and presumably the building 
was constructed on timber ground-sills. The boundary 
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between the vicarage and the orchard was mariced by a ditch, 
which drained eastwards into the Convent Ditch. 

Just N of this, two trestles of a timber bridge were found in 
situ in the bottom of the Convent Ditch. Each trestle 
consisted of a long horizontal sill-beam into which were 
tenoned uprights and angled bracing timbers, the sill-beam 
resting upon three roughly squared lengths of elm tree-trunk. 

The trestle that occupied the centre of the ditch bottom had 
a plank stood on edge along one side, resting in a groove cut 
into the elm tree-trunks and held in position by large wooden 
pegs. This structure has been dated by tree-ring analysis to 
c 1510 AD. Just under 1 m of the uprights survives; the 
remainder, which was above the level of the water table, has 
rotted away. 

After the Dissolution the abbey lands passed to the Blacknall 
family. Records of a dispute about ownership of the vicarage 
between them and William Doggett, rector of St Nicholas's, 
state that part of the Convent Ditch was infilled in 1587 
when the Blacicnalls forcibly reclaimed their property. This 
backfilling has been identified during the excavation, and 
includes some excellent dietary and environmental samples. 
Most of the Ditch remained open. 

The orchard W of the Convent Ditch was confiscated during 
the Civil Wars and used as a burial ground (SMA 19 (1989), 

Conjectural plan..of the precinct of Abingdon Abbey, Berks. 
(based upon a plan by Gabrielle Lambrick) 
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44-46). The N l'unit of the orchard, and of the cemetery, was 
the river Stert; trenches dug N of the main excavation 
encountered the S edge of its silted channel, and the 
corresponding limits of the burials. Nearly 250 buriaLs were 
excavated in all, from an estimated original total of between 
500 and 600. 

In SMA 19 (1989), 46, it was suggested that the cemetery 
began after the flight of Sir Ralph Verney to France in 1643, 
but Abingdon, only 6 miles from the King 's headquarters at 
Oxford, remained in Royalist hands until May 1644, when 
the Parliamentary army took control and established a 
garrison under the command of Richard Browne. This is the 
probable date for the start of the cemetery, and the burial 
register for 1644-45 may contain corroborative evidence of 
this; there is an entry 'for the burial of nine prisoners from 
the town jail', which may correspond to the mass-grave of 
nine men mported previously (SMA 19, 45). The burial 
tegister does not mention the place of burial, but it may be 
significant that the jail at that time was a room over the abbey 
gateway, only 50m away. No documentary evidence has yet 
been found to date the end of the cemetery; the absence of 
E-W burials is still the best evidence, showing that the 
cemetery did not continue beyond the passing of the Test 
Act in 1663, by which Anglican burial was again made 
compulsory. 
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Northmoor, Stonehenge Farm 
Archaeological Assessment 
- George Lam brick and Jeff Wallis. 
SP 412021 

An assessment of the -archaeological 
remains at Stonehenge Farm, Northmoor, 
Oxfordshire, was conunissioned by ARC 
Ltd in the context of an application for 
mineral' extraction. The site is adjacent to 
a major coherent block of cropmarics;' 
mainly of Iron Age and Roman date. The 
main area of settlement extends further W 
than indicated by cropmarks, and a 
previously unknown separate area of 
Roman and possibly Iron Age settlement 
was discovered. Between these areas are 
extensive but fairly sparse remains of 
ditched boundaries. There is some 
waterlogged preservation. Superficial 
stratigraphy has largely been destroyed by 
cultivation except for remnants in the new 
settlement area. In the discrete areas of 
settlement finds are fairly numerous but 
otherwise very sparse, and in general are 
unexceptional in range, and almost 
exclusively Roman in date. 

Uffington, White Horse Hill 
- Simon Palmer SU 300863 (Fig. 6) 

The Unit, with the National Trust and 
English Heritage, began a joint project in 
April to aid the management and 
presentation of the area and attempted to 
answer some of the long-standing 
questions of this little researched 
landscape. Work this year involved the 
survey of the fort and its immediate 
environs and a small excavation 
sectioning the Iron Age defences. Next 
year the programme is to investigate the 
Horse itself and sample the hillwash or 
colluvial deposits in the Manger. 

The survey 

A detailed geophysical investigation of 
the hillfort interior has been undertaken by 
the Ancient Monuments Laboratory. 
Initial results seem promising but the full 
picture is awaiting computer 
enhancement. Pits are already indicated 
and it is hoped that houses and roads will 
be clearly outlined. 

An earthworic survey of the interior of the 
hillfort plotted and defined the limits of the 
ridge and furrow. This appeared to respect 
a line between two breaches through the ̀ - 
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defences on the NE and SE sides. An area between the fort 
and die White Horse was also suryéyed to produce a contour 
survey. This area contains several known-burial Mounds; 
one opened in the nineteenth centurY pixichice-d a collection 
of Roman burials. A more protiounced mound may be a later 
pillow mound. 

The excavation 

The fort has not been archaeologically inyestigated since the 
1850s when Martin Edward Atkins carried out what must 
have been one of the fust hillfort excavations in the country. 

The breach in the rampart on the NE side (referred to above) 
was sectioned prior to restoration. Documentary evidence 
indicates that the parish boundary originally cut through the 
fort on the limé of these breaches. Saxon charter evidence 
also suggests that these two cuttings were already present in 
the late Saxon period. Archaeologically, the only period of 
use which could be shown for the breach was from the 18th 
century onwards, although it was clear that it postdated the 
Iron Age. 

The rampart itself showed at least-two separate phases, 
although the exact nature of the earliest phase was'equivocal 
(Fig. 6). Two parallel fence lines 1.7 m apart lay at the front 
with chalk rubble duinp behind the rear line. This rear line 
was the more Substantial; the posts were,.placed at 0.6 m 
intervals, with :alternating large and small posts. The first 
line -y.r.aLs lesS regular with posts every 1.2-1.5 m apart. 

The original Iron Age ground surface was clearly defined as 
.a chalk free soil horizon beneath the rampart, probably 
-indicating a grassland landscape prior to the fort's 
construction. A concentration of flints hinted at the 

r possibility of 'earlier settlement. 

A secciiidary phase of additional dumped challc rubble 
clearly separated by a turf line was added at the top and back 
of the original rampart. Thi4 latest Phase of dumped material 
was revetted by a Substantial challç wall (0.65 m :wide) on 
the inner side. of the defences.' The Profile here was further 
heighteried by the Nationd Trust within the last ten Years. 

A half section was also excavated through the ditch, 
indicating three phases of activity. A small flat bottomed 
ditch was replaced by a much larger cut on the outer sicle. 
After the fills in this late cut had stabilised a large quantity 
of sarsen stones appear to hre been thrown in. No evidence 
survived of sarsen walling on the rampart in the excavation 
area but a fort close by, Alfred 's Castle near Mhbury, is 
recorded as having sarsens incorporated in its construction. 
It is possible that the latest phase at Uffington contained a 
sarsen element. 

Dating evidence was slight but some diagnostic Early Iron 
Age sherds were recovered from the old ground surface 
beneath the rampart. 

Burford, 50-52 High Street 
- R A Chambers Site centred: SP 251123 

These properties lie on the N side of the High Street near the 
bottom of the hill within the medieval town. Foundation 
uenches to the rear of these amalgamated properties 
revealed a ditch following the line of the western boundary 

; of No. 48. This ditch, which contained redeposited subsoil 
without any dating evidence, ran parallel to and 1 m inside 
the present walled property boundary. It was still 1 m wide 
at the point where it was truncated bY ai' m deep deposit of 
18th century mbbish and is possibly a medieval property 

, boundary from the original development of the medieval 
tOWII. 

I Bicester, Bicester House Cottage 
- Mark Roberts and R A Chambers Site centred: SP 581225 

A small excavation in May 1989 in advance of house 
building on this 0.9 acre site was funded by the developer, 
Landsdown Homes Ltd. l'his site lay less than 100 mop the 
N of the site of the medieYal grange of the Nuns of Markyate 
(Bedfordshire) and the earthwork remains of its attendant 
settlement. To the W the site was bounded by Queen's 
Avenue, a modemroad built along the line of the Roman 
mad that runs N from Alchester. Excavation Was restricted 
to four trenches which covered the length and breadth of the 
property. A ditch' running parallel to - Queen's Avenue 

'contained several sherds of Roman pottery and may have 
bounded the Roman road. A depressed area within one 
trench suggested a former, possibly medieval, hollow way 
running parallel to the Roman mad. A shallow ditch with a 
spread of later medieval pottery to the E appeared to mark 
the western limit of the grange. 

Bicester, Bicester House 
- R A Chambers Site centred: SP 581225 

Bicester House is thought to stand on the site of the manor 
house which formed the focus of the manor of ICing's End 
held throughout the medieval period by the Nuns of 

,Markyate (Bedfordshire). In mid December 1988 
groundworIci in advance of a sheltered housing scheme in 
the garden surrounding Bicester House substantially 
destroyed any remaining archaeological evidence for the 
manor house and its outbuildings. This was the last 
remaining prime archaeological site that might have shed 
light on the early development of the town. There was no 
opportunity for archaeological investigation. 

Swalcliffe Barn 
- R A Chambers and G Tann Site centred: SP 377379 

Immediately to the W of the parish church stands Swalcliffe 
manor house, sidaich retains much of the fabric of its 
medieval hall including the Cross passage. W of the manor 
house lies a later :farmyard retaining two late medieval 
cruckLbuilt barns, one in a ruinous state. The farmyard has 
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recently been purchased by the Oxfordshire Buildings Trust 
to ensure the preservation and repair of the remaining 
upstanding medieval barn. As future renovation and 
building work will seriously damage or destroy any below 
ground medieval remains within the farmyard; English 
Heritage funded a brief excavation comprising trenches 
across the open yard area and through the floors of each of 
the medieval barns. These trenches revealed that, prior to 
the building of the two barns in the later 14th or 15th century, 
the site to the W of the manor house was open land indented 
with a series of small stone quarries. The precise date of this 
quarrying is not known and stone may have been taken over 
a period of several centuries, perhaps supplying the building 
of the church and the medieval rebuilding of the manor 
house. The infilling of one of the quarry hollows ,contained 
quantities of medieval domestic rubbish, prestunably from 
the manorial kitchen. Work is expected to continue in 1990. 

Eynsham, Eynslutm Abbey 
- R A Chambers Site centred: SP 432091 

Although Eynsharn Abbey is known to have lain to the S of 
the village, nothing is actually lmown about the position of 
the buildings. In 1657, Anthony Wood produced an 
annotated sketch of the ruinous W end of the abbey church 
in which he indicated that the cloister was on the 
tmconventional northern side with unidentified buildings to 
the S. The remains of the Benedictine abbey which Wood 
recorded were those of a top ranking monastic 
establishment. Although it never rivalled the other 
Benedictine house at Abingdon, it still became the third 
richest abbey in the county. 

Eynsham Abbey was founded in 1005, probably as a re- 
formation of an earlier Saxon minster. After the Norman 
Conquest the house was removed to Stow in Lincolnshire 
but returned to Eynsharn in 1094. 

The principal abbey buildings probably lie beneath the 
Anglican and Catholic churchyards. A week-long 
assessment of an extension to St Leonard's churchyard was 
completed in autunur 1989, funded from the Oxfordshire 
County Council annual grant. A 68 m long trench, was 
excavated along the length of Anglican churchyard 
extension. It revealed considerable spreads of rubble sealing 
substantial robber trenches from major abbey buildings with 
a sequence of associated occupation surfaces. Less 
substantial stone founded buildings lay towards the southern 
end of this trench with traces of domestic structures, 
possibly a kitchen range. A massive boundary ditch lay at 
the very southern end of this trench along the edge of the 
gravel terrace. 

The remains of the medieval abbey sealed early to mid 
Saxon occupation which adds an important dimension to the 
archaeology of this site. Eynsham appears to have been one 
of four towns captured in 571 after the battle of Becanford 
and was likely to have been the regional centre of the whole 
Upper Thames region at that time. The 6-8th century 
occupation revealed in the assessment trench and the 8-10th 
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century pits found in 1971 80m to the NE make this site of 
key importance to the archaeology of the Anglo-Saxon 
period. 

Excavation will commence in January 1990 funded by 
English Heritage. 

M40 Motorway, Waterstock to Banbury 
- R A Chambers and Naomi Hutchings 

Contracts 1, 2, 3 and 4 are now well on the way to 
completion and have long since passed the point where 
archaeological surveillance would have any great value. 
During the summer, foundation trenches for the Chesterton 
Lane overbridge revealed layers of metalling from the 
Roman road 0.5 - 1 m below the present road surface. Good 
fortune provided a sherd of pottery from between the layers 
of metalling. Unfortunately the coarse ware sherd was not 
closely datable. 

The contentious 12 mile '/%440 link' between Wendlebury 
and Waterstock began in July with unprecedented speed as 
a joint venture between McAlpine Construction Ltd and 
Fairclough. With part of the route beyond the Oxfordshire 
county boundary, 'the archaeology has also been managed 
as a joint venture between Mike Farley of the 
Buckinghamshire County Museum and the Oxford 
Archaeological Unit. Prior to construction, five larown 
archaeological sites were evaluated for English Heritage, 
three in Buckinghamshire and two in Oxfordshire. In 
Oxfordshire, the edge of the gravel terrace at Waterstock 
revealed scattered. Iron Age occupation debris while the 
clayland medieval deserted village of Ledall in Waterperry 
provided ditches and pits with later medieval domestic 
debris. Although Ledall and one Buckinghamshire site 
would have merited 'selective short term archaeological 
intervention' (further excavation) the speed of motorway 
construction made further detailed archaeological work 
impossible. A watching brief was maintained during the 
initial stages of earthmoving but little else was detected 
apart from an extensive Romano-British settlement N of the 
Merton-Islip road. It is worth noting that the dry weather 
made the deserted medieval village of Ledall almost 
impossible to detect after topsoil stripping and ditching by 
the ccintractors. 

Several borrow pits have been opened along the length of 
the motorway to provide stone for the road foundation. One 
such pit, opened without prior consultation or planning 
consent, is at Merton and has annihilated the line of the 
Roman road (Margery 160b) at that point. Two Bronze Age 
ring ditches spotted by Keith Ray of the Oxfordshire County 
Museum Service will be excavated in the new year before 
they too are quarried away. 



Stanford in the Vale, Bowling Green Farm sand quarry 
- R A Chambers SU 312952 

The second phase of sand extraction has resulted in 
destruction of a further two hectares of this well preserved 
Romano-British settlement. The company, 'Hills of 
Swindon, have changed the extraction programme to 
provide as much time as possible for the broad phasing of 
this area of the Romani settlement to be established. 
Although it had been hoped that the company 's voluntary 
funding of the excavation of this exceptionally well 
preserved settlement in 1986 would have been matched by 
funding from other agencies, so far no money has been 
forthcoming. Although the rescue archaeology undertaken 
during the autumn of 1989 by Messrs Cavill for the OAU 

- has provided further datink evidence for the prehistoric and 
Roman occupation, it has not produced further infonnation 
on the character and morphology of these 2 ha of the Roman 
settlement. 

Several more Roman wells have been recorded as sand 
extraction continues. The wells range from the later lst-2nd 
century to the 4th century. So far none of the wells has 
contained waterlogged remains. 

In a time-saving move, the site was photographed from the 
air following topsoil removal to provide an instant plan of 
the principal features. 

Widford, St Oswald's Church ind Roman remains 
- R A Chambers and Naoini Hutchings (Fig. 7) Site centred: 
SF' 273121 

The isolated church of St Oswald, Manor Farm and a couple 
of attached cottages are all that remains of the former village 
of Widforcl in the Windruh valley E of Burford.. Since the 
restoration of the parish church in 1004, St OswalcUs has 
become well known for the!Roman mosaic pavement which 
was left partly exposed beneath the chancel floor. Over the 
years, much of the mosaic ihas been removed by visitors to 
the church. To preserve the surviving fragments, the Roman 
pavement has now been recopied and the chancel floor 
reinstated. A fragment of the mosaic is illustrated with this 
article (Fig. 7). During the autumn of 1989 the 
damp-proofing trench around the outside of the building was 
deepened and a ne* soakawaY dug. These trenches 
confimied. the almost complete destruction within the 
churchyard of the Roman building to which the mosaic 
belonged. However, one small patch of tessellated pavement 
did survive, protruding from beneath the S chancel wall. 

Two medieval tomb covers were also revealed within the 
drainage gully. One was merely a fragment and bore no 
decoration or inscription. The second tomb cover, from a 
child's grave, had been reused in the foundation of the SE 
corner of the chancel and must be 13th century or earlier. 

The 2 m square soalcaway dug 2 m deep in the SE corner of 
the graveyard revealed a deep deposit of stratified medieval 
dornestic rubbish and building debris including glazed ridge 
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tile. The depth of the domestic rubbish deposits suggests that 
they derived from the demolition of an adjacent high status 
building rather than a medieval refurbishment of the church, 
at a time well before the building of the 16-17th century 
Manor Faim which still stands 400 m to the NW. 

A large quantity of tesseme and mosaic pieces collected 
from the churchyard by the Reverend Canon Timothy Hine 
have been buried with the pavement in the chancel. 

Oxford, 44 Queen Street 
- Brian Dudiam SP 512061 

Recent redevelopment in Queen Street has affected the S 
frontage close to Carfax, and the' Unit was able' to show at 
Nos. 7-8 that the Saxon street was much wider..Was this true 
on the N side, or had the street line been stabilised by the 
presence of St Martin's church? Sears Retail Properties 
funded an excavation at No 44 to checilhe frontage line, 
and the results were clear cut. The modern cellar floor was 
about 0.5 m above original ground surface, and the 
archaeological levels in between included-finely laminated 
clay and gravel floors. At one point there Avas 'even a 
suggestion of a 'cob' (mud) wall. These floors were cut 
away in many places by later pits, but enough survived in 
both cellars to show that the early buildings went up to the 
modern frontage and probably extended well in front. This 

, is because the earliest floors were subsiding into a pit which 
must have extended 1.5 m under the pavement. 

It was noted in 1985 that the opposite frontage seemed to 
have moved forward by at least 8m, and we argued that this 
was a wide market place which had been slinuned down by 
the encroachment of buildings before the Norman Conquest. 
The new evidence makes it more than , ever certain that 
however much town planning there was in laie Saxon 
Oxford, Queen Street and the High Street did not meet as a 
crossroad. It tends to support the assumption that the 
planning of the burh was respecting pre-existing property 
boundaries, the faint echoes of a Mercian settlement. 

Oxford, South Parks Road, Glycobiology Building 
- Brian Durham SP 516070 

Contractor's trenching exposed the intersection of two 
ditches, part of an-Undated field syStem, man area close to 

, a known Bronze Age barrow. 

Andrew Millard of the University Society supervised an 
excavation in advance of the construction of a new 
laboratory with the help of members of the Abingdon 
Society. Both ditches of the barrow were found, malcing it 

, possible to confirm that the cremation pit found in 1982 was 
very close to its true centre. The most interesting feature was 
in the upper fill of one of theditches, a small pit with a layer 
of buff clay in thebottom, and a number of shetils of Early 
Iron Age date. 
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Fig. 7. St Oswald's Church, Widford: Roman mosaic fragment. 

This is an isolated pit, but it is important in the context of 
the field system because it indicates a date by which this 
particular part of the barrow ditch had been almost filled in. 
Part of the infilling would have been by natural erosion, but 
there must be a real possibility that the remaining hollow 
was deliberately levelled up. Even if this was only as a result 
of intensive plouglaing it implies that population pressure 
was already nibbling away at the barrow field by the 
beginning of the Iron Age. 
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Witney, Cogges Mani:or Farm 
7. Brian Durham 'SP 362097 

The Unit has run its fourth annual training excavation on 
this Scheduled ,Ancient Monument, with the support of 
Rewley House and the County Museum Service. This year 
the objective was to study the N side of the main house, 
where some interesting structures emerged last year. 

Cogges Manor Farm house is now L-shaped and essentially 
13th century in origin. -Thel new excavation has added a N 
wing to make it more of a courtyard shape. Most of the 
associated material is 18th century, but it is built in such a 
way that it might well be medieval in origin. Our report last 
year ascribed the very thin stratigraphy on the site to the 
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rocky subsoil, which would mean that the roads never 
needed re-metalling and therefore acted as a control on the 
rise in ground level which occurs on many medieval sites. 
The new building has a stone paved floor largely composed 
of great flat slabs fitted tightly together. There had been 
some patching using stones set in mortar, but most of the big 
well-fitted slabs were lyini on what looked like an old turf 
level. From this level cable' medieval and Anglo-Saxon 
sherds, and it looked in places as if there were the remains 
of medieval clay floors. 

If Cogges was a courtYard house there is now a lot of new 
evidence to conjure with. It will begin to bear fruit when 
work starts on the house itself, because it will be the 
architectural detail which will giye the safest dates and will 
shoW 'which part was internal and which external at- any 
stage. More immediate progress comes from the study of 
alignments. Across the 'tennis court' E of the house was a 
wall, perhaps 17th-18th century, built on half the width of a 
small rock-cut ditch. The ditch links the line of the E 
paddock with the N wall of the existing building. It can also 
be projected through the S wall of the newly discovered N 
range; the N wall of the dairy, and across to the springing of 
the orchard wall on a line excavated in 1987. This is a very 
impressive alignment across the middle of the site, to add to 
the N-S line found last year, and suggests that Cogges was 
laid out geometrically, perhaps in the 1240s when the de 
Greys acquired it 

Plans for future excavation must now address the question 
of whether there iS a gate-house in the N rage, and whether 
there was a W range to make's complete courtyard. 

Souldern, Souldern Manor 
"- Brian Durham, SP 517315 

Souldem is quoted as an example of a shrunken village, with 
the church isolated to the NE. Souldem Manor is at the 
opposite end of the village in an area where one would not 
expect medieval settlement but it adjoins a Saxon cemetery 
and some very impressive earth worics. 

Mr and Mrs Sanders are building a new ornamental pond 
and have asked the Unit to watch the work. R A Chambers 
reported 'walls visible in the initial stripping and the present 
writer followed this up. One wall turned oin to be a. ha-ha, 
which pleased the owner and is to be incorporated into the 
new landscaping. Another was clearly a small medieval 
building enclosing a stone-hned tank and a drain. From what 
little could be seen at the edge of the pond it appeared to be 
an addition to i larger building or defensive siructure but 
this is still to be confirmed. It lay 'close to two ditches and a 
small stone quarry, all producing 12th century pottery, and 
to the rear is higher ground with big 'earthworks. The 
impression is a concentration of medieval activitY, possibly 
an early manorial comple?v exploiting the crest of a hill 
overlooking the Cherwell valley. 
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Oxford, Oriel College former Real Tennis Court 
- Brian Durham SP 515062 

A preliminary survey has shown that much of this building 
survives as it was when Edward VII played here as a student 
in 1857. The roof seems to be late 18th century, but the oak 
wall framing which supports it could belong to the Civil War 
period when the King played Prince Rupert. Beneath the 
floors are late Saxon and medieval deposits which' are to be 
dug out for a new basement, and it is hoped that this will be 
done archaeologically. 

Oxford, Worcester College 
- Brian Durham SP 508062 

A four7clay excavation ahead of building woric confirmed 
the shaPe of the medieval building seen:.pieViously, and 
:suggested that this was medieval develoPnient alongside a 
'bridge, a pattern which has Often been seen on the S 
approach to Oxford. The tenement in thiS case Seems to have 
belonged to John the Fisher- who in 1235-6 'granted .four 
houses to his four daughters. There was no .obirious sign of 
partitioning Which might indicate this,sort, of division of the 

. property, but notenough was spent° beSure. Nor Was there 
any eYidence of the waterfront that Must.have,...eXisted.here 
to give the naine. 'Hythe' to the bridge. 

The inéost yaluable 'observation was .to identify:the edge of 
'the graYel terrace, where it shelved away into the .medieval 
: river. It proved once again that bridge tenements Weie being 
built on platforms of rubbish dumped in the -river, 

. confirming that the first half of the 13th cerittiry waS a period 
of itmovative use of every inch of building space at the edges 

-! of the city: The properties in this case disanpear froin the 
Osney ,AbbeY rentaLs in the later 14tii .century,in a period of 
general contraction. 

Henley, 20 Market Place 
- Brian Durham SU 759826 

No. 20 is a comfortable Georgian house with a carriage entry 
which has been used as a baker's shop and an antique shop, 
and which is now to be converted to a small shopping arcade. 
It has been surveyed by Ruth Gibson of the Henley 
Archaeological Group, and the 'purpose of the excavation 
was to look for earlier phases of the structure. One trench to 
the rear served-to show that by the .18th c.entury domestic 
pits had extended almost tà the litnit of the Medieval burgage 
ph:a. The mbre interesting . rea Yvas, 'however, in the yard 
just behind the main house where there Were tivo phases of 
structure predating the Georgian bricicwork: 

It looks as if this house could have' had a yard on the line of 
the present carnage entry from its earliest beginnings. A 
narrow sleeper wall of chalk and flint had clay floors to the 
E and a cobbled yard with an eaves driP to the W. It suggests 
that the buildings had a roof pitch running away from the 
market place, which may have been a generous service wing 
adjoining a hall range on the market front. The dating awaits 



careful analysis of the finds but is likely to be medieval, 
perhaps not quite as early as the 13th century floors from 
No. 12, Market Place, a few doors to the E. 

The medieval building was replaced by a chalk and flint 
footing of which one corner was seen, encroaching further 
onto the yard. The yard was then enlarged again to its present 
extent, with a much narrower range extending back along 
the plot. 

Fig. 8. Old Shifford Farm: location of trenches. 
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Old Shifforod Farm. 1989 

Wallingford Castle, Castle Lane House 
- Brian Durham SU .609896 

The owners of Castle Lane House, Mr and Mrs Harper, want 
to replace a greenhouse with a garage on part of the 
Scheduled area of Wallingford Castle. English Hentage 
paid for a brief excavation to look at the underlying deposits, 
in case the SE curtain wall ran through the area. 

Beneath the greenhouse footings was a deposit of loam with 
medieval pottery to a depth of 1.5 m. It was fairly uniform 
and only at the deepest level was there any horizontal 
layering. At the SE extremity of the trench the deposit was 
cut away obliquely by what may have been the side of the 
Castle Ditch. The cut was lined with clay with a stepped 
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interface which may have helped to keep the lining in place, 
a device seen in the lining of Oxford castle ditch. This 
probably means that the cimain was at a higher level built 
on the crown of this dumped Material, and a thick layer of 
gre-enish-white silt in the ditch fill was probably the 
weathering products froni the poor quality chalky limestone 
or 'clunch' of which the castle wills me made. 

Witney, Bishops' Palace 
- Brian Durham SP 357093 

A three week dig was designed to complete the story of the 
N range of the 12th century manor house of the bishops of 
Winchester before the site is put on public display. The last 
of the floor layers of the N range were removed, exposing 
some massive post-holes. There was more detail on the line 
of the curtain wall, but no NW corner tower as illustrated in 
1730. Access to the wall was confimied as being by way of 
a stair beside the suPposed gatehouse, while the 
identification of the gatehouse itself remains only an 
asstunption since it proved impossible to extend the trench 
as far as the inner gateway as was hoped. A short section of 
the W range was seen disappearing under the spoil-heap. 

Careful examination of the ground surface beneath the N 
range -tended to confinn the notion that the palace was set 
up on a green field site. Since it fonns such a natural shape 
with the church and the 'green' it is beginning to look as if, 
the bishops laid out a formal settlement at a date perhaps a 
century earlier than most of the planned towns in England. 

Aston, Bampton and Shifford, Old Shifford Firm 
- Gill Hey SP 382 023 (Figures 9-11) 

An assessment was undertaken in May 1988 at Old Shifford, 
Farm, a site that is being used for gravel extraction by 
Standlake Sands and Gravels Ltd,. and an extensive Roman 
field system with occupation areas to the S and NW was 
diacovered. An agreement :between the developer and the 
landowner, Mrs Carter, who funded the work, allowed some 
limited excavation in 'April and September 1989 (Fig. 8). 

Stripping an area 80 m square in the S of the field exposed 
the early Roman occupation area and the plan of a small 
farmstead with associated animal enclosures and other 
farmyard features was uncOverecl (Trench L, Fig. 9). Four 
separate phases of activity- could be differentiated on 
archaeological grounds. Detailed study of the finds has yet 
to be undertaken but.they were consistent with a small rural 
site of the first and early seeCind century AD. 

The first phase of occupation was centred in the E of the site 
and was represented by 'several penannular enclosures 
(Fig. 9). A small circular enclosure (1020) and curving 
gullies (1021, etc.) lay to the SE and E of a large sub-circular 
enclosure (1018). The presence of earth debris and burnt 
material in these gullies suggests that this was the focus of 
domestic activity. Another curving gully to the N (1056), 
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also containing domestic debris, could be the remains of a 
hut circle. 

The phase 1 layout was superseded by an arrangement of 
rectangular enclosures with fairly shallow ditches (1003, 
1004, 1062 etc.). Occupation seemed to be concentrated 
within one enclosure (1003, 1004) where traces of gullies, 
pits and a circular enclosure were found, containing dark 
soils with burnt material. 
The settlement expanded in Phase 3 and larger, deeper 
ditched enclosures replaced the Phase 2 layout. Gullies, pits 
and a possible hayrick (1016) to the E of enclosure 
1026/1036 may belong to thiS phase. The remains of a small 
circular wooden structure which survived in the NE of the 
site could have been contemporary with the Phase 2 
occupation but may fit better within Phase 3. 

A large rectangular enclosure (1000, 1024 etc.) with a 
rectangular extension to the N..(1049) and containing 
another sub-rectangular enclosure Within it to the E (1035) 
replaced" Phase 3 .ciitChes on 'a very similar alignment. 
Occupation debris within enclosure (1049) suggests a . 

domestic function,:A ditched trackway whiCh ran acrOss the 
SW corner of diteh ( i 000) and cut into it inai originally have 
been contempontrY. The-domestic centre shifted to the N in 
the later Roman Period, but there ,aPPeared to be, a 
ctisContinuif)i betWeen the two occupations. The stripped 
area 120 m x 60m in-the NW revealed, a less COMplete 
occupation layont and the phasing here is more tentative 
(Trench M, Fig 10). 

A Roman field system cut into the alluvium. Ditches 
enclosed sub-rectangular fields, the full size of which is not 
yet known, but which were more than 1 hectare. Observation 
of stripping by the gravel company will recover the field 
boundaries. 

The field ditches were overlain by domestic occupation. 
Gullies, pits and a few post holes survived, containing dark 
soils filled with domestic debris, but they had been badly 
damaged by ploughing and no structures were discerned. 
Several large pits up to 2.0 m deep containing some 
waterlogged material were contemporary. The occupation 
seemed to extend into the 5th century AD and in Trench M 
was overlaid and cut by medieval ridge and furrow. 
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Fig. 9. Old Shifford Faim: Trench L. 

Old Shifford Farm. 1989 

TRENCH L 

PHASE 2 

10 50 100 m. 



PHASE 3 
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PHASE 4 Medieval 
ridge and furrow 

Fig. 10. Old Shifford Faim: Trench M. 

PHASE 2 

Old Shifford Farm. 1989 
TRENCH M 

10 0 50 100 m. 



PILLBOXES IN OXFORDSHIRE 
A W J Graham Kerr 

During the First World War, and later in the Second World 
War, E.ngland built miniforts, or pillboxes, .to defend our 
small island from the Germans. Firstly they were built along 
the East Coast, then around London and the South East. 
Henry Wills wrote "Pillboxes" in 1985, recording over a 
thousand sites, but there are still many unrecorded, and 
many well worth preserving. A line of pillboxes known as 
"The Red Stop Line" was to go from Tilehurst. Reading to 
Warwick along the River Thames and the Oxford Canal. 
Between Whitchurch-on-Thames and Shillingford there are 
,32 of the 190 pillboxes of the Red Stop Line. Of these, there 

Fig. 2. Hexagonal base. SU 595833. 
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are 3 unusual ones which have not previously been looked 
at. One, at Carmel College, (SU 607878) is a pillbox built 
into a boathouse of red brick, which gives it very good 
camouflage; and another, at Goring-on-Thames (SU 
597808) is camouflaged to resemble a summexhouse (Fig. 
1). This until recently was a type 24 pillbox, built on the lock 
island and surrounded with gazdens and paths, with trellis' 
painted on it to disguise it. It also had a flagpole, and was 
connected by a telephone to Goring. This pillbox was 
demolished for a new weir in 1989. Another site lies only a 
few miles upstream (SU 595833) and is a type 22 base (Fig. 
2); this was discovered by SOAG whilst fieldwalking the 
Thames Water pipeline, and has since been destroyed. The 
latest find was hidden in an old riverside garden near 
Shillingford Bridge at SU 597921, and is unusual in that it 

SCALE 

ry%. App. 

had a thatched roof (so the 
landowner told me) before 
1950. This was impossible 
to ciraw, being buried in ivy 
and creepers, but parts of its 
concrete walls were visible, 
as were concrete 
ammunition lockers in the 
back of its hexagonal sides. 
The preservation and 
recording of these buildings 
is important as they are the 
most recent of British 
coastal and inland defences. 
The Red Stop Line was 
designed as a major line of 
defence in a series of pillbox 
chains round the country. 

Fig. 1. Camouflaged as a summerhouse. SU 597808. 
scA 



Excavations were carried out under the direction of Ms 
-A Gledhill during the winter of 1987-8 in advance of 

ABINDGON AREA ARCHAEOLOGICAL AND 
HISTORICAL SOCIETY 

Abingdon Winsmore Lane 

4 

Concrete: :Pipe 

_ 

o 

6 

Fig. 1. Winsmore Lane site plan. 

tedevelopment. A trench 6.5 m x 2 m 'was opened by 
machine, which removed soil to a 'depth of approximately 
1.2 m. At that stage the outlines of pits were recognised, and 
these were then excavated by hand. No structural remains 
were found, only a series of well and pits. The earliest pit 
(22) contained pottery dated by Maureen Mellor to the 12th 
or early 13th centuries. The-latest well was Victorian. The 
principal results of the excavation can be summarised thus: 

6/4 
! 

2 

Prehistoric - Only one stnick 
flint was 'found in a medieval 
context. A pinnacle of 
undisturbed subsoil indicated 
that the prehistoric ground 
surface was some 1.2 m below 
the modem ground surface 

Roman - 4 sherds of Roman 
pottery were found as residual 
material in later contexts. This 
is far less than has been found 
in sites further east in West St. 
Helens Street (CBA 9 
Newsletter 8 (1978),116*117, 
CBA 9 Newsletter 10 (1980), 
1678), and indicates that this 
area was outside the limits Of 
Roman Abingdon. 

'Medieval - The presence of pits 
and wells some 6.5 m from 
Winsmore Lane may indicate 
that they did not belong to 
premises fronting that lane, but 
served properties on Anketills 
Lane, which has been 
postulated as numing NS to the 
east of the site (Lambrick 
1968). A similar pit site has 
been recovered in Broad Street, 
Abingdon, (Parrington and 
Balkwell 1975) and this 
produced some 10,000 sherds. 
As the Winsmore lane site is 
smaller it can add relatively 
little to Abingdon's Pottery 

'series. All sites which are 
fcirrned largely of pits have the 
difficulty of residual pottery 
contaminating groups. In view, 
of this onlY a brief analysis of 
the pottery was carried out, 
with the exception of the 
pottery from pit .22, which 
being earliest was least liable to 
contamination (Table 1). 

Other medieval finds included 
bone pins, tiles and a small 
amount' of slag. 



QUANTIFICATION OF POTTERY FROM SEVERAL PITS 

Post medieval - There was relatively little 17th century 
pottery noticed in the upper layers when they were machined 
away. The boundaries of the site are similar to those shown 
in Chests Hospital map of 1844. 

The bones and shells have been analysed by Mr B. Wilson 
and-Mr B. Levitan. Their full report and table giving the 
identification of the material and its contexts is included in 
the site archive. Some feattu-es of their report can be 
summarised here. 

The earlier pits, 22 and 24, contained high proportions of 
cattle bones which had been broken up, perhaps for marrow 
extraction. The relative lack of the smaller bones could 
indicate that these pits served a butchery rather than 
domestic occupation. 

Pit 6 contained 97 of the 159 animal bones identified. It 
contained domestic type refuse and the bones of smaller 
species such as sheep, pig, domestic fowl and goose, 77 of 
the site's 95 oyster shells and a sea mussel. Both this pit and 
the well (4) contained fairly complete sheep foot eleMents 
which suggests slaughterhouse or skinners refuse of a type 
which has been found at the Old Gaol site (Wilson, 1975). 

The finds and archive material will be deposited with 
Oxfordshire County Cbuncil's department of Museum 
Services. 

A more detailed analysis of pit 22 was carried out by Maureen 
Mellor. This showed: 

Table 1. 
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pottery types 

storage jar, shallow dish, cooking pot 

pitcher, jug 

Brill (probably intrusive contamination) 

cooking pot 

Rlustrated fmds 

Jug from well (4) Bull type, slashed handle, mottled green 
glaze over upper half: decorated with alternate st:rips of buff 
and brown day, the latter being rouletted. 

Bull type jug from well (4) slashed handle mottled green 
glaze over upper half 

Shallow dish in Abingdon B ware from pit 22, 30 cms 
diameter 

Cooking pot in Abingdon C ware, 20 cms diameter from 
pit 22: 

Cooldng pot in Abingdon B ware fi-om pit 22,20 cms in 
diameter 

Sherd of Abingdon B ware from pit 22. Has applied clay 
strip with thumbed decoration 

Possible bone spoon from layer 6/1 

Bone point from pit 24 

feature glazed sand tempered flint tempered 
no. weight (g) no. weight no. weight 

6 above 6/4 10 175 9 148 0 0 
6 below 6/4 50 852 36 449 19 326 
4 above 4/5 6 50 1 5 4 165 
4 below 4/5 82 3995 58 960 35 732 
25 11 80 5 60 2 15 
26 3 55 7 140 5 25 
8 8 61 6 59 2 .23 
22 3 20 3 85 25 485 
24 1 5 0 0 1 7 

Fabric Type no. of sherds 

ABC/OXAQ (flint temper) 24 

ABA sand'temper 

ABD sand temper, glazed 

Other sand temper 



5 

0 

Fig. 2. llustrated finds. 

92 
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0 15 Cm. 



FRAGMENT FREQUENCIES OF ANIMAL BONES AND SHELLS AT WINSMORE LANE, 
ABINGDON 

Period 12th-14th 13th-14th 13th-14th 13th-15th 13th-15th 19th- 
century century century century century century 

Features 22 & 24 26 4,12 & 25 6 & 8 2 & 3 

Type Pits Pit Well Pit Pits Layers 

1 

4 

1 

1 
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Oyster 10 77 -2 6 

Common 
sea mussel - 1 

Table 2. 

Species 

Cattle 5 

Sheep 4 

Pig 

Dog 

Cat 

Rabbit - 

Total 9 6 29 

Domestic 
fowl - 3 

Domestic 
goose 

Dumestic 
duck 1 

SeafIsh 

Unident. 12 15 24 

Burnt. 5 2 

Frag. 
> 10cm. 4 1 11 

97 12 6 

10 1 

1 1 

2 

2 

94 6 1 

5 

13 2 1 

28 6 1 

33 5 4 

31 1 

2 

3 
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This is an isolated pit, but it is important in the context of 
the field system because it indicates a date by which titis 
particular part of the barrow ditch had been almost filled in. 
Part of the infilling would have been by nàtural erosion, but 
there must be a real possibility that the remaining hollow 
was deliberately levelled up. Even if this was only as a result 
of intensive ploughing it implies that population pressure 
was already nibbling away at the barrow field by the 
beginning of the Iron Age. 
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Fig. 7. St Oswald's Church, Widford: Roman mosaic fragment. 

Witney, Cogges Mani:or Farm 
- Brian Durham SP 362097 

The Unit has run its fourth annual training excavation on 
this Scheduled Ancient Monument, with the support of 
Rewley House and the County Museum Service. This year 
the objective was to study the N side of the main house, 
where some interesting structures emerged last year. 

Cogges Manor Farm house is now L-shaped and essentially 
13th century in origin. The new excavation ha.s added a N 
wing to make it more of a courtyard shape. Most of the 
associated material is 18th century, but it is built in such a 
way that it might well be medieval in origin. Our report last 
year ascribed the very thin stratigraphy on the site to the 
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rocky subsoil, which would mean that the roads never 
needed re-metalling and therefore acted as a control on the 
rise in ground level which occurs on many medieval sites. 
The new building has a stone paved floor largely composed 
of great flat slabs fitted tightly together. There had been 
some patching using stones set in mortar, but most of the big 
well-fitted slabs were lying on what looked like an old turf 
level. From this level carne medieval and Anglo-Saxon 
sherds, and it looked in places as if there were the remains 
of medieval clay floors. 

If Cogges was a courtyard house there is now a lot of new 
evidence to conjure with. It will begin to bear fruit when 
work starts on the house itself, because it will be the 
architectural detail which will give the safest dates and will 
show ':w13ich part was intemal and which external at any 
stage. More immediate progress comes from the study of 
alignments. Across the 'tennis court' E of the house was a 
wall, perhaps 17th-18th century, built on half the width of a 
Small rock-cut ditch. The ditch links the line of the E 
paddock with the N wall of the existing building. It can also 
be projected through the S wall of the newly discovered N 
rangé; the N wall of the dairy, and across to the springing of 
the orchard wall on a line excavated in 1987. This is a very 
impressive alignment across the middle of the site, to add to 
the N-S line found last year, and suggests that Cogges was 
laid out geometrically, perhaps in the 1240s when the de 
Greys acquired it 

Plans for future excavation must now address the question 
of whether there is a gate-house in the N range, and whether 
there was a W range to make a complete courtyard. 

Souldern, Souldern Manor 
- Brian Durham SP 517315 

Souldem is quoted as an example of a shrunken village, svith 
the church isolated to the NE. Souldem Manor is at the 
opposite end of the village in an area where one would not 
expect medieval-settlement, but it adjoins a Saxon cemetery 
and some very impressive earth works. 

Mr and Mrs Sanders are building a new ornamental pond 
and have asked the Unit to watch the work. R A Chambers 
reported walls visible in the initial Stripping and the present 
writer followed this up. One wall turned ont to be a ha-ha, 
which pleased the owner and is to be incorporated into the 
new landscaping. Another was clearly a small medieval 
building enclosing a stone-lined tank and a drain. From what 
little could be seen at the edge of the pond it appeared to be 
an addition to a larger:building or defensive structure but 
this is still to be confirmed. It lay 'close to Iwo ditches and a 
small stone quarry, all producing 12th century pottery, and 
to the rear is higher ground with big earthworks. The 
impression is a concentration of medieval activity, possibly 
an early manorial complex: exploiting the crest of a hill 
overlooking the Cherwell valley. 
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Oxford, Oriel College former Real Tennis Court 
- Brian Durham SP 515062 

A preliminary survey has shown that much of this building 
survives as it was when Edward VII played here as a student 
in 1857. The roof seems to be late 18th century, but the oak 
wall framing which supports it could belong to the Civil War 
period when the King played Prince Rupert. Benenth the 
floors are late Saxon and medieval deposits which are to be 
dug out for a new basement, and it is hoped that this will be 
done archaeologically. 

Oxford, Worcester College 
- Brian Durham SP 508062 

A four-day excavation ahead of building work confirmed 
the shape of the medieval building seen. previously, and 
suggested that this was medieval development alongside a 
bridge, a pattern which has often been seen on the S 
approach to Oxford. The tenement in thiS case seems to have 
belonged to John the Fisher who in 1235-6 granted four 
houses to his four daughters. There was no obvious sign of 
partitioning which might indicate this sort of division of the 
property, but not enough was seen to be sure. Nor was there 
any ividence of the waterfront that must have existed here 
to give the name 'Hythe' to the bridge. 

The most yaluable observation was to identify:the edge of 
the gravel terrace, where it shelved away into the medieval 
river. It proVed once again that bridge tenementsWere being 
built on platforms of rubbish dumped in the river, 
confirming that the first half of the 13th century was a period 
of innovative use of every inch of building space at the edges 
of the city. The properties in this case disappear from the 
Osney Abbey rentaLs in the later 14th century, in a period of 
general contraction. 

Henley, 20 Market Place 
- Brian Durham SU 759826 

No. 20 is a comfortable Georgian house with a carriage entry 
which has been used as a baker's shop and an antique shop, 
and which is now to be converted to a small shopping arcade. 
It has been surveyed by Ruth Gibson of the Henley 
Archaeological Group, and the purpose .of the excavation 
Was to look for earlier phases of the structure. One trench to 
the rear served ,to show that by the 18th centirry domestic 
pits had extended almost tci the limit of the Medieval burgage 
plot. The' rifore interesting ;nrea Was,' however, in the yard 

'just behind the main housewhere there were tWo phases of 
structure predating the deorgiari brickwork 

It looks as if this house could have had a yard on the line of 
the present caniage entry from its earliest beginnings. A 
narrow sleeper wall of chalk and flint had clay floors to the 
E and a cobbled yard with an eaves cirip to the W. It suggests 
that the buildings had a roof pitch miming away from the 
marketplace, which may have been a generous service wing 
adjoining a hall range on the market front The dating awaits 



careful analysis of the finds but is likely to be medieval, 
perhaps not quite as early as the 13th century floors from 
No. 12, Market Place, a few doors to the E. 

The medieval building was ieplaeed by a chalk and flint 
footing of which one corner was seen, encroaching further 
onto the yard. The yard was then enlarged again to its present 
extent, with a much narrower range extending back along 
the plot. 

Fig. 8. Old Shifford Faim: location of trenches. 
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Old Shifford Farm. 1989 

Wallingford Castle, Castle Lane House 
- Brian Durham SU 609896 

The owners of Castle Lane House, Mr and Mrs Harper, want 
to replace a greenhouse with a garage on part of the 
Scheduled area of Wallingford Castle. English Heritage 
paid for a brief excavation to look at the underlying deposits, 
in case the SE curtain wall ran through the area. 

Beneath the greenhouse footings was a deposit of loam with 
medieval pottery to a depth of 1.5 m. It was fairly uniform 
and only at the deepest level was there any horizontal 
layering. At the SE extremity of the trench the deposit was 
cut away obliquely by what may have been the side of. the 
Castle Ditch. The cut was lined with clay with a stepped 

100 oo - r 200 300m. 



interface which may have helped to keep the lining in place, 
a device seen in the lining of Oxford castle ditch. This 
probably means that the curtain was at a higher level built 
on' the crown of this dumped Material, and a thick layer of 
greenish-white silt in the ditch fill was probably, the 
weathering products from the poor quality chalky limestone 
or 'clunch' of which the castle wills are made. 

Witney, Bishops' Palace 
- SP 357093 

A three week dig was designed to complete the story of the 
N range of the 12th Centuiy manor house of the bishcips of 
Winchester before the site is put on public display. The last 
of the floor layers of the N range were removed, evosing 
some massive post-holes. There was more detail on the line 
Of the curtain wall, but no NW corner tower as illustrated in 
1730. Access to the wall was confirmed as being by way of 
a stair- beside the supposed gatehouse, while .the 
identification of the gatehouse itself remains . only an 
assumption since it proved 'impossible to extend the trench 
as far as the inner gateway as was hoped. A short section of 
the W range was seen disappearing under the spnil-heap. 

Careful examination of the ground surface beneath the N 
range -tended to confirm the notion that the palace .was set 
up on a green field site. Since it forms such a natural shape 

". with the church and the 'green' it is beginning to look as if. 
the bishops laid out a formal settlement at a date 'perhaps a - 
century earlier than most of the planned towns in England. 

Aston, Bampton and Shifford, Old Shifford Farrn 
- Gill Hey SP 382 023 (Figures 9-11) 

An asseisment was undertaken in May 1988 at Old Shifford 
Farm, a site that is being used for gravel extraction by 
Standlake 'Sands and Gravels Ltd,.and an extensive Roman 
field system with occupation areas to the S and NW was 
diacovered. An agreement between the developer and the 
landowner, Mrs Carter, who funded the work, allowed some 
limited excavation in 'April and September 1989 (Fig. 8). 

Stripping an area 80 m square in the S of the field exposed 
the early Roman occupation area and the plan of a small 
farmstead with associated animal enclosures and other 
farmyard features was uncovered (Trench L, Fig. 9). Four 
separate phases of activity could be differentiated on 
archaeological grounds. Detailed study of the finds has yet 
to be undertaken but they were consistent with a small rural 
site of the first and early seccind century AD. 

The first phase of occupation was centred in the E of the site 
and was represented by several penarmular enclosures 
(Fig. 9). A small circular, enclosure (1020) and curving 
gullies (1021, etc.) lay to the SE and E of a large sub-circular 
enclosure (1018). The presenc.e of earth debris and burnt 
material in these gullies suggests that this was the focus of 
domestic activity. Another curving gully to the N (1056), 
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also Containing domestic debris, could be the reinains of a 
hut circle. 

The phase 1 layout was superseded by an arrangement of 
rectangular enclosures with fairly shallow clitches (1003, 
1004, 1062 etc.). Occupation seemed to be concentrated 
within one enclosure (1003,-1004) where traces of gullies, 
pits and a circular enclosure were found, containing dark 
soils with burnt material. 
The settlement expanded in Phase 3 and larger, deeper 
ditched enclosures replaced the Phase 2 layout. Gullies, pits 
and a possible hayrick (1016) to the E of enclosure 
1026/1036 may belong to this phase. The remains of a small 
circular wooden structure which survived in the NE of the 
site - could have been contemporary with the Phase 2 
occupation but may fit better within Phase 3. 

A large rectangular enclosure (1000, 1024 etc.) with a 
rectangular extensinn to the N (1049) and containing 
another sub-rectangular enclosure within it to the E (1035) 
replaced Phase 3 '.clitehes on 'a very similar alignment 
Occupation débris Within enclosure (1049) suggests a 
domestic function: A ditched trackway whiCh ran across the 
SW corner of diteh (1000) and cut into it inay.originally have 
been contempérarY. The domestic centre shifted to the N 
the later Roman Period, but there aPPearecl to be a 
discontinuiry between the two occupations. The stripped 
area 120 m x 60 m in the NW revealed a less coimplete 
occupation layont and the phasing here is moire tentative 
(Trench M, Fig:10). 

A Roman field system cut into the alluvium. Ditches 
endosed sub-rectangular fields, the ftill size of which is not 
yet lalown, but Which were more than ihèctâre. Observation 
of stripping by the graver company will receiver the field 
boundaries. 

The field ditches were overlain by domestic occupation. 
Gullies, pits and a few post holes survived, containing dark 
soils filled with domestic debris, but they had been badly 
damaged by ploughing and no structures were diseerned. 
Several large pits up to 2.0 m deep Containing some 
waterlogged material were contemporary: The Occupation 
seemed to extend into the 5th century AD-and in Trench M 
was overlaid and cut by medieval ridge and f-urrow. 
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Fig. 9. Old Shifford Farm: Trench L. 

Old Shifford Farm. 1989 
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Fig. 10. Old Shifford Faim: Trench M. 
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PILLBOXES IN OXFORDSHIRE 
A W J Graham Kerr 

During the First World War, and later in the Second 'World 
War, England built miniforts, or pillboxes, to defend our 
small island from the Germans. Firstly they were built along 
the East . Coast, then around London and the South East. 
Henry Wills wrote "Pillboxes" in 1985, recording over a 
thousand sites, but there are still many unrecorded, and 
many well worth preserving. A line of pillboxes known as 
"The Red Stop Line" was to go from Tilehurst, Reading to 
Warwick along the River Thames and the Oxford Canal. 
Between Whitchurch-on-Thames and Shillingford there are 
32 of the 190 pillboxes of the Red Stop Line. Of these, there 

Fig. 1. Camouflaged as a summeitouse. SU 597808. 

Fig. 2. Hexagonal base. SU 595833. 
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are 3 unusual ones which have not previously been looked 
at. One, at Carmel College, (SU 607878) is a pillbox built 
into a boathouse of red brick, which gives it very good 
camouflage; and another, at Goring-on-Thames (SU 
597808) is camouflaged to resemble a summerhouse (Fig. 
1). This until recently was a type 24 pillbox, built on the lock 
island and surrounded with gardens and paths, with trellis 
painted on it to disguise it. It also had a flagpole, and was 
connected by a telephone to Goring. This pillbox was 
demolished for a new weir in 1989. Another site lies only a 
few miles upstream (SU 595833) and is a type 22 base (Fig. 
2); this was discovered by SOAG whilst fieldwalking the 
Thames Water pipeline. and has since been destroyed. The 
latest find was hidden in an old riverside garden near 
Shillingford Bridge at SU 597921, and is unusual in that it 
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had a thatched roof (so the 
landowner told me) before 
1950. This was impossible 
to draw, being buried in ivy 
and creepers, but parts of its 
concrete walls were visible, 
as were concreté 
ammunition lockers in the 
back of its hexagonal sides. 
The preservation and 
reconiing of these buildings 
is important as they are the 
most recent of British 
coastal and inland defences. 
The Red Stop Line was 
designed as a major line of 
defence in a series of pillbox 
chains round the country. 
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ABINDGON AREA ARCHAEOLOGICAL AND 
HISTORICAL SOCEETY 

Abingdon Winsmore Lane 

Excavations were carried out under the direction of Ms 
A Gledhill during the winter of 1987-8 in advance of 

Concrete Pipe 

4 / 5 

6 

50m. 

Site 

Fig. 1. Winsmore Lane site plan. 
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redevelopment. A trench 6.5 m x 2 m was opened by 
machine, which removed soil to a depth of approximately 
1.2 m. At that stage the outlines of pits were recognised, and 
these were then excavated by hand. No structural remains 
were found, only a series of wells and pits. The earliest pit 
(22) contained pottery dated by Maureen Mellor to the 12th 
or early 13th centuries. The latest well was Victorian. The 
principal results of the excavation can be sturunarised thus: 

Prehistoric - Only one snuck 
flint was found in a medieval 
context. A pinnacle of 
undisturbed subsoil indicated 
that the prehistoric ground 
surface was some 1.2 m below 
the modern ground surface 

Roman - 4 sherds of Roman 
pottery were found as residual 
material in later contexts. This 
is far less than has been found 
in sites further east in West St. 
Helens Street (CBA 9 
Newsletter 8 (1978),116*117, 
CBA 9 Newsletter 10 (1980), 
1678), and indicates that this 
area was outside the limits of 
Roman Abingdon. 

Medieval - The presence of pits 
and wells some 6.5 m from 
Winsmore Lane may indicate 
that they did not belong to 
premises fronting that lane, but 
served properties on Anketills 
Lane, which has been 
postulated as running NS to the 
east of the site (Lambrick 
1968). A similar pit site has 
been recovered in Broad Street, 
Abingdon, (Parrington and 
Balkwell 1975) and this 
produced some 10,000 sherds. 
As the Winsmore lane site is 
smaller it can add relatively 
little to Abingdon's pottery 
series. All sites which are 
fonned largely of pits have the 
difficulty of residual pottery 
contaminating groups. In view 
of this only a brief analysis of 
the pottery was carried out, 
with the exception of the 
pottery from pit 22, which 
being earliest was least liable to 
contamination (Table 1). 

Other medieval finds included 
bone pins, tiles and a small 
amount of slag. 

4 _ 
2 



QUANTIFICATION OF POTTERY FROM SEVERAL PITS 

A more detailed analysis of pit 22 was carried out by Maureen 
Mellor. This showed: 

Post medieval - There was relatively little 17th century 
pottery noticed in the upper layers when they were machined 
away. The boundaries of the site are similar to those shown 
in Chests Hospital map of 1844. 

The bones and shells have been analysed by Mr B. Wilson 
and-Mr B. Levitan. Their full report and table giving the 
identification of the.material and its contexts is included in 
the site archive. Some features of their report can be 
summarised here. 

The earlier pits, 22 and 24, contained high proportions of 
cattle bones which had been broken up, perhaps for marrow 
extraction. The relative lack of the smaller bones could 
indicate that these pits served a butchery rather than 
domestic occupation. 

Pit 6 contained 97 of the 159 animal bones identified. It 
contained dornestic type refuse and the bones of smaller 
species such as sheep, pig, domestic fowl and goose, 77 of 
the site's 95 oyster shells and a sea mussel. Both this pit and 
the well (4) contained fairly complete sheep foot elements 
*which suggests slaughterhouse or skirmers refuse of a type 
which has been found at the Old Gaol site (Wilson, 1975). 

The finds and archive materai will be deposited with 
Oxfordshire County Cotmcil's department of Museum 
Services. 

Table 1. 
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pottery types 

storage jar, shallow dish, COoking pot 

pitcher, jug 

Brill (probably intrusive contamination) 

cooking pot 

Illustrated finds 

Jug from well (4) Brill type, slashed handle, mottled green 
glaze over upper half: decorated with alternate st:rips of buff 
and brown clay, the latter being rouletted. 

Brill type jug from well (4) slashed handle mottled green 
glaze over upper half 

Shallow dish in Abingdon B ware from pit 22, 30 cms 
diameter 

Cooking pot in Abingdon C ware, 20 cms diameter fi-om 
pit 12., 

Cooking pot in Abingdon B ware from pit 22,20 cms in 
diameter 

Sherd of Abingdon B ware from pit 22. Has applied clay 
strip with thumbed decoration 

Possible bone spoon from layer 6/1 

Bone point from pit 24 

feature glazed sand tempered flint tempered 
no. weight (g) no. weight no. weight 

6 above 6/4 10 175 9 148 0 0 
6 below 6/4 50 852 36 449 19 326 
4 above 4/5 6 50 1 5 4 165 
4 below 4/5 82 3995 960 35 732 
25 11 80 5 60 2 15 
26 3 55 7 140 5 25 
8 8 61 6 59 2 23 
22 3 20 3 85 25 485 
24 1 5 0 0 1 7 

' Fabric Type no. of sherds 

ABC/OXAQ (flint temper) 24 . 

ABA Sand temper . 4 

'ABD sand temper, glazed - 

Other sand teMper 
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Total 9 

Domestic 
fowl 

Domestic 
goose 

Domestic 
duck 

Seafish 

Unident. 12 

Burnt. 5 
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FRAGMENT FREQUENCIES OF ANIMAL BONES AND SHELLS AT WINSMORE LANE, 
ABINGDON 

Period 12th-14th 13th-14th 13th-14th 13th-15th 13th-15th 19th- 
century century century century century century 

Features 22 & 24 26 4,12 & 25 6 & 8 2 & 3 

Type Pits Pit Well Pit Pits Layers 

1 

15 

6 29 

3 10 

1 

97 12 6 

1 

1 

2 

2 

24 94 6 1 

2 5 

93 

Miles, D. 'Excavations at West St Helens Street, Abingdon' 
Oxonieresia XL (1975) p.82 

Parrington, M. and Balkwell, C. 'Excavations at Broad 
Street' Oxoniensia XL (1975) p.32 

Wilson, R., Bramwell, D. and VVheeler, A. 'Broad Street and 
Old Gaol sites' Oxoniensia XL (1975) p.105-121 

Frag. 
>10cm. 4 1 11 13 2 1 

Oyster 10 77 2 6 

Common 
sea mussel - 1 

Table 2. 

Species 

Cattle 5 1 17 28 6 1 

Sheep 4 4 10 33 5 4 

Pig 1 1 31 1 

Dog 2 

Cat 1 3 

Rabbit 1 
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